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SECOND EDITION. 


Ir was the original intention of the Editors, 
that this book ſhould form a companion volume 
to ENGLAND DELINEATED, (a work well known 
and juſtly eftccmed); and that the two volumes, 
taken together, ſhould contain a clear and ſuccint 
account of the whole iſland of GREAT BRITAIV. 
With the ſame view it is again brought forward, 
with conſiderable improvements; and it is hoped 
it may till continue to receive a ſhare of public 
approbation. 


E DIN nuR du, 
May 1. 1799. > 
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PREFACE 


TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


HE numerous recent publications 

reſpecting the agricultural ſtate of 
Great Britain, how valuable ſoever to the 
PATRIOT and to the FARMER, are, for the 
moſt part, but ill accommodated to the 
taſte or the capacity of youth. 

To exhibit to the young reader, a ge- 
neral view of the topography and preſent 
ſtate of Scotland; to excite his curioſity; 
to intereſt him in our national improve- 
ments, thole great and patriotic efforts 
which illuſtriouſly diſtinguiſh the preſent 
landholders of this country: theſe were 
our primary motives in offering this ſmall 
book to the public. 

Our narrow limits, however, admit not 
of minute accuracy, We mean not to 
dive into antiquity, or to revive vulgar 
traditions; neither will we take up time 
in pointing out the errors or defects of 
thoſe who have gone before us. We de- 
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cline all invidious cenſure z wiſhing to 
apply ourſelves to a more pleaſing though 
a more laborious taſk ; that of collecting 
ſuch information as may be at once cer- 
tain, uſeful, and agreeable. 

In early life, no books are read with 
more avidity, than ſuch as offer inſtruc- 
tion united with entertainment. Whe- 
ther this ſmall performance be of that 
character, and how far it might be uſeful 
in ſchools, we preſume not to decide. 

Befides affording inſtruction to youth, 
our labours, we hope, may be acceptable 
allo to many who have neither leiſure nor 
opportunity to conſult a variety of books : 
and perhaps, even thoſe who are moſt in- 
telligent in ſuch matters, may here find 
fome things not unworthy of their no- 
dice. 

In a work of this kind, ſome mode of 
arrangement being abſolutely neceſſary, 
we have adopted that which appeared to 
us the moſt ſimple. After exhibiting a 
ſketch of the country in general, we pro- 
ceed to examine its particular parts. The 


Scottiſh iſles are ſeparately deſcribed. The 


counties, beginning with the moſt north- 
ern, are then brought under view, in their 
order. The method purſued is, firſt, to 
point 
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point out the Boundaries, the Form, and 
the Dimenſions, of the county or place 
deſcribed ; then, to notice what ſeemns moſt 
remarkable in the Northern parts; pro- 
ceeding ſucceſſively to the Eattern, the 
Southern, and the Weſtern. From this 
plan, however, we ſometimes find it re- 
quiſite to depart; but the reader will, in 
moſt inſtances, eaſily perceive the reufon 
of the deviation. 

The geographical part muſt reſt on the 
authority of the be# modern maps and 
deſcriptions. In this department, we have 
ſtudied the utmoſt poſſible brevity. ' 'Lati- 
rudes, longitudes, diſtances of towns, and 
the like, are readily ſeen on a good maß | 
nor can theſe matters be much clueitared 
by words &.. 

The topography, or deſcription of pla- 
ces, has in general been the reſult of ac- 
tual ſurvey, or of information derived from 
reſpectable ſources. 
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* Beſides a handſome Outline of Scotland, 
with the principal roads, the preſent edition is 


Illuſtrated by ſeparate Maps of ſeveral of the 
moſt populous Counties. 


iv PREFACE. 


The population, improvement and pre- 
ſent ſtate of trade, agriculture, and manu- 
factures, are noticed; and many import- 
ant additions are made, chiefly on the au- 
thority of the Statiſtical Account of Scot- 
land. 

While thoſe places paſs under our view, 
which have been the ſcenes of memorable 
events, we are occaſionally led to glance 
at a few hiſtorical facts: Nor do we re- 
fuſe, now and then, to mark the birth- 
place of the hero, the patriot, or the man 
of letters. 

Some miſtakes have, no doubt, eluded 
our care, for which we muſt ſolicit the in- 
dulgence of the candid reader; but, if it 
ſhall,be found that we have contributed, 
though but in a moderate degree, to make 
our young countrymen better acquainted 
than they uſually are, with their native 
land, our deſign will be accompliſhed. , 
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OrTH BriTAiN, though leſs exten- 

ſive, opulent, and populous, than the 
ſouthern part of the iſland, is not, on that 
account, unworthy of attention. Few 
countries of the ſame extent, have attain- 
ed an equal degree-of celebrity with Scot- 
land. In arts and in arms, her ſons have 
been renowned in the moſt diftant parts 
of the world. From her rudeſt mountains 
deſcends the hardy warrior, eager in the 
purſuit of glory, faithful to his friends, 
and terrible to the cnemies of his coun- 
try. Her boiſterous ſeas, rocky ſhores, 
and rapid tides, inure the mariner to thoſe 
dangers and fatigues which he cheerfully 
encounters in defence of his native land. 
Her mineral ſtores are valuable ; and the 
aſhery on her coaſts preſents an inexhauſt- 
ble treaſure, 
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SCOTLAND is bounded on all fides by the 
ſea, except on the ſouth-eaſt, where it is 
joined to England. The Shetland and 
Orkney iſles, and the northern coaſt of 
Scotland, are waſhed by the great North 
Sea; its eaſtern ſhores are confined by the 
German Sea ; and the iflands and rugged 
chils, on its weſtern coalt, repel the waves 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Its utmoſt extent, from north to ſouth, 
(meaſuring from Cape Wrath to the Mull 
of Galloway), is about two hundred and 
ſeventy miles. Its breadth is various. 
Where broadeſt, (from Applecrois to Pe- 
terhead), it meaſures above one hundred 
and fifty miles; where narroweſt, (from 
the-Frith of Forth to that of the Clyde), 
ſcarce thirty. Its form is extremely irre- 
gular, being greatly broken and indented 
by arms of the ſea. It is a fact ſomewhat 
curious, that there is no place in Scotland 
above forty miles diſtant from the ſhore. 

This country may be divided into three 
parts; which we thall call the north, the 
middle, and the fouth diviſions. The boun- 
daries of theſe are ſlrongly marked by the 
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hand of Nature. The firſt is cut off by a 
chain of lakes, which croſs the ifland in 
an oblique direction from north-eaſt to 
ſouth-weſt, ſtretching trom Inverneſs to 
the Iſle of Mull. The ſecond, or middle 
diviſion, 1s ſeparated from the ſouthern, 
by the hollow tract between the Forth and 
the Clyde, through which the Great Ca- 
nal is carried. 

The face of the country, in the northern 
diviſion, exhibits, in general, little elſe 
than an aſſemblage of vaſt dreary moun- 
tains. On the northern and eaſtern ſhores, 
however, there are many fertile vales and 
level tracts. 

The middle diviſion contains many 
great ranges of mountains, which traverſe 
this part of the ifland in various direc- 
tions. The moſt ſoutherly ridge, called 
the Grampian Hills, extends from Aber- 
deenſhire in a ſouth-weſt direction, termi- 
nating in the great mountain Benlomond, 
in Stirlingſhire, or rather in the moun- 
tainous diſtrict of Cowal, in Argyleſhire. 
In this diviſion too, cultivation and im- 
provement are found chiefly on the eaſt- 
ern coaſt. The level country, near the 
ſea, is in general populous and fertile : 
The low grounds between the hills, af- 
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ford much paſture: And, in the interior 
part, we find one of the fineſt tracts in 
Scotland, called Strathmore, ſtretching 
along the ſouthern bates of the Grampian 
Mountains. We may add, that in both 
theſe diviſions, which comprehend more 
than two-thirds of Scotland, the arable 
ground bears but a ſmall proportion to 
the mountainous regions, of which the 
ſterility will ever, in a great meaſure, de- 
fy the efforts of human induſtry. 

The ſouthern divifion bears more re- 
ſemblance to England ; and the propor- 
tion of cultivated ground is very conſider- 
able. Here we find every ſort of rural 
variety: In ſome parts are ſeen ver- 
« dant plains, watered by copious ftreams, 
„ and covered with innumerable cattle. 
„In others, the plcaſing viciſſitudes of 
« gently riſing hills and hending vales, 
« fertile in corn, waving with wood, and 
« interſperſed with meadows, offer the 
„ moſt delightful landſcapes of rural opu- 
«« lence and beauty. Some tracts abound 
with proſpets of the more romantic 
kind, — lofty mountains, craggy rocks, 
« deep narrow dells, and tumbling tor- 
rents; nor are there wanting, as a con- 
e traſt to ſo many agreeable ſcenes, the 
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gloomy features of black barren moors, 
« and wide uncultivated heaths *.“ 

The rivers in Scotland are in general 
rapid, and remarkably tranſparent. In to 
narrow a country, however, we cannot ex- 
pect to find rivers equal to the Rhine or 
the Danube. But, when their rapidity, 
and the ſhortneſs of their courſes, are kept 
in view, we muſt allow that the Scottiſh 
ſtreams are by no means inconſiderable. 
Half the water they diſcharge, would, in 
a level country, make very broad and deep 
rivers. 

Though there are many large and ra- 
pid ſtreams in the northern and middle 
diviſions, yet the Spey may be reckoned 
the moit northerly great river. It de- 
ſcends from the centre of Inverneſsſhire, 
with all the fury of a mountain torrent 
when ſwelled by rains or melted ſnow, 
ruſhing along, impetuous and irreſiſtible. 
The Don and the Dee, which paſs through 
Aberdeenſhire, are large rivers; and the 
Tay diſcharges into the ſea at Perth, the 
greateſt body af water perhaps of any ri- 
ver in Britain. In the ſouthern parts, the 
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Tweed, the Clyde, and the Forth, are no- 
ble rivers ; the pride of the natives, and 
the admiration of ſtrangers. After theſe, 
we may notice the Eſk, the Annan, the 
Nith, and the ſouthern Dee, which, with 
ſeveral other fine ſtreams, fall into the 
Solway Frith. 

The lakes of this country are numerous, 
and ſome of them very extenſive. Any 
attempt to deſcribe, or even to enumerate 
theſe, in this place, would greatly exceed 
our limits. But ſuch is their pictureſque 
beauty, and ſuch the fine ſcenery by which 
they are ſurrounded, that neither the hap- 
pieſt ſtrokes of the pencil, nor the warm- 
eſt glow of poetic enthuſiaſm, are adequate 
to convey an idea of the charming pro- 
ſpects they afford. 

In viewing the coa/t, we ſhall begin at 
the ſouth-eaſt angle of Scotland. From 
Berwick the coaſt bends toward the north- 
weſt, till it reach the Frith of Forth. 
Next, the eaſtern part of Fife, jutting out 
into the ſea, divides the Frith of Forth 
from the eſtuary of the Tay. From thence 
to Peterhead, the ſhore ſlopes to the north- 
eaſt, Proceeding northward, we find a 
vaſt gap in the coaſt, nearly in the form 
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of an equilateral triangle, of which each 
ſide meaſures about eighty miles. The 
ſouthern part of this great opening is call- 
ed the Murray Frith. Near its interior 
angle, on the north ſide, are the Friths of 
Cromarty and Dornoch, divided by a pen- 
inſula projecting eaſtward. Between this 
and the north-eaſt point of Scotland, there 
are ſeveral bays and narrow creeks. 

The northern coaſt is in general rocky 
and dangerous. It affords, however, ma- 
ny inlets of the ſea, and natural harbours. 
The moſt remarkable is Dunnet Bay, near 
the town of Thurſo. The channel be- 
tween this coaſt and the Orkney iſles, is 
called the Pentland Frith. 

The weſtern part of Scotland ſcems to 
be ſhattered by the tury of the waves. 
Iſlands every where appear detached, and, 
as it were, torn from the land. Thirty or 
torty miles weſt from the coaſt, a range 
of iſles, ſometimes called the Long Iſland, 
ſtretches from north to fouth above 2 hun- 
dred miles. Berwcen thete and the coaſt, 
we {ind the Iſle of Sky; and, to the ſouth, 
the Iſle of Mull, and many others of in- 
iertor ſize. The whole weſtern caaſt is 
deeply indented by numberleſs openings, 

where 
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where the ſea runs in between high lands, 
forming ſafe harbours, defended from the 
rage of the ocean by the numerous iſlands 
to the weſtward. The three greateſt open- 
ings on this coaſt are Linne Loch, near the 
Ifle of Mull ; Loch Fyne in Argyleſhire ; 
and the eftuary of the Clyde. The en- 
trance to the Frith of Clyde exhibits one 
of the moſt extenſive bays in Scotland, 
formed by a long ſweep of the Ayrſhire 
coaſt, and protected on the weft by the 
Iſland of Arran, and by the peninſula of 
Cantyre, which ſtretches toward the coaſt 
of Ireland, from which its ſouth point is 
only about fifteen miles diſtant. 

The great opening which forms the 
ſouthern coaſt of Scotland, is called the 
Solway Frith. On this coaſt there are ſe- 
veral fine bays and harbours, and a ſafe 
road for ſhipping at the mouth of the 
touthern Dee. The Solway Frith divides 
Scotland from Cumberland in England ; 
and from this frith, a natural boundary on 
the Englith border, is nearly completed 
by the Cheviot hills and the Tweed. 

The climate of Scotland is various in 
Cifferent places. The northern extremi- 
ty, which 1s on the ſame parallel of lati- 
tude with ſome parts of Norway, is very 

cold 
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gold: But the froſts are much leſs intenſe 
here than in any part of the Continent 
equally far north; an advantage reſulting 
from an inſular ſituation. The whole 
welt coaſt is ſubjected to frequent ſummer 
rains, and ſudden changes in the atmo- 
ſphere, highly unfavourable to the culture 
of grain. The climate in many places on 
the eaſtern coaſt, and in the whole ſouth 
diviſion, 13 not inferior to that of the north- 
ern part of England. The air in Scot- 
land is in general ſalubrious; nor do we 
here find any ſuch extenſive and unwhole- 
ſome fens as thoſe of Lincolnſhire and 
other low tracts in South Britain. 

The produce of the foil in the northern 
parts of Scotland, and in its iſles, is not 
conliderable : But limeſtone, ſhell-ſand, 
and marl, thoſe rich manures, are found 
in great plenty in different places. The 
rocky ſhores produce abundance of kelp, 
an article of conſiderable import: mce in 
ſeveral manufactures. The fiſheries in 
the ſurrounding ſeas have long been e- 
ſteemed an object of national importance. 
When increating commerce ſhall enable 
the inhabitants to form roads, ere towns, 
and open canals, in thoſe remote parts of 
the country, theſe fiſheries may become a 

real 
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real and laſting ſource of wealth to the 
nation. 

The products of Scotland in general, 
are, however, multifarious and valuable. 
It feeds vaſt herds of cattle ; and its hills 
are covered with ſheep. It produces much 
grain and flax. Its woods of oak and fir 
might furniſh maſts and timber for the uſe 
of the Britiſh Navy. Its mines are rich 
in coal, in lead, and in iron. Freeſtone, 
limeſtone, and flate, are found in abund- 
ance.. Neither Greece nor Italy can boaſt 
a greater (tore of beautiful marble. Fine 
rock-cryſtais, pearls, and variegated peb- 
bles, are not uncommon. Many of its ri- 
vers are richly ſtored with ſalmon : Trout, 
pike, and other fiſhes, abound in its lakes 
and ſtreams. 

The Scottiſh mountains, in former times, 
were infeſted by the wolf and the bear; 
but happily thoſe ferocious animals have 
long been extirpated. The wild ox Wa 
alſo an inhabitant of the Caledonian to- 
reſt. Herds of wild rocs, to this day, 
range at large in the northern mountains; 
and the ſtag, with his branching antlers, 
is often ſeen in the woods. There, too, 
the beautiful bird called capercaillie, or 
© cock of the wood,“ is {till found. Black 
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game and grouſe ſwarm among the heath, 
and often become the prey of the eagle 
and the falcon. The lofty ſummits of the 
mountains are the haunt of the ptarmi- 
gan and the Alpine hare: And, in thoſe 
atrial regions, many plants and flowers 
are found, which, for their rarity and 
beauty, are very intereſting to the bota- 
niſt. 

Among the wild animals which Scot- 
land poſſeſſes in common with England, 
are the fox, the badger, the otter, the 
hedgehog, the hare, and the rabbit; the 
weaſel, the mole, and other ſmall quadru- 
peds; — the partridge, the quail, the ſnipe, 
the plover, and many other birds. 

The cattle and ſheep are ſmall, but much 
valued for the delicacy of their fleſh ; and 
the fleece of the Scottiſh ſheep often emu- 
lates the fineſt Spaniſh wool. Even the 
thepherd's dog peculiar to Scotland, ſo 
hardy, docile, and ſagacious, is not un- 
worthy of mention. 

Though the cattle in the high grounds 
de diminutive, yet in many parts of the 
country the horſes and cows are not in- 
ferior in fize and beauty to thoſe of the 
Engliſh breed. 
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The population of great towns has con- 
ſiderably increaſed, in conſequence of the 
proſperous manufactures and commerce of 
Britain. Some diſtricts, however, on the 
weftern ſhores eſpecially, are almoſt de- 
populated. Whole colonies have at once 
forſaken their native ſhores ; and the coun-- 
try is annually drained of its inhabitants, 
by the emigration of individuals tempted 
by the illuſive view of riches. Yet it 
ſeems pretty evident, from the lateſt com- 
putation, that the population of Scotland 
has increaſed conſiderably within this 
half. century. The preſent number of in- 
habitants probably exceeds a million and 
= 

However that may be, the improve- 
ments, the induſtry, and the rzches, lately 
introduced into Scotland, form a ftriking 
contraſt with the barbarity, the indolence, 
and the poverty, of former times. This 
favourable change may be conſidered as 
the efte of thoſe liberal principles, and 
enlightened views, for which many ſpirit- 
ed friends of Scotland are at preſent fo 
eminently diitinguiſhed. 

Luxury is generally the concomitant of 
opulence. In dreſs and in cquipage, the 
Scots have begun to emulate their more 

wealthy 
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wealthy neighbours. It is a fact well 
known, that ſome ordinary mechanics are 
now better clothed and fed, and better 
lodged, than many of the moſt eminent 
perſons in the nation were, not a hundred 
years ago. 

National prejudices are gradually lofing 
ground on both fides; and the language, 
the dreſs, and the manners, of the Engliſh, 
begin to gain the aſcendency. In ſhort, 
the happy era ſeems not very diſtant, 
when the ENGLisH and the scors thall 
be, in every ſenſe of the word, ONE NA- 
TION. 


B THE 


18 COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND. 


— 
— — 


THE 


COUNTIES 


SCOTLAND 


AS ARRANGED IN THIS WORK. 


Scottiſh Iſles. 


SHETLAND, 
ORKNEY. 
HEeBRIDEs or WESTERN IsSLEs. 


Burk, 
* 1 Carruness, 
3- SUTHERLAND, 
4. Ross, 
5. CROMARTY and Na1rx:, 
6. INVERNEss, 
7. Mokay, 
8. BANrr, 
9. ABERDEEN, 
Io. KINCAKDINE or MEakx:, 
II. ANGUS or Foxx. 
12. PERru, 
13. Fire, 
14. KIN ROSS and CLack ANNAN, 
15. OTIR- 
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15. STIRLING, 

16. Du BARK TON, 
17. ARGYLE, 

18. RENTREW, 
19. ArR, 

20. WicToON, 

21. KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 
22. DUMFRIES, 
23. ROXBURGH, 
24. SELKIRK, 

25. PEEBLES. 

26. LAaNERK, 

27. LINLITHGOW, 
28. EDINBURGH, 
29. HappincTtoRN, 
30. BERWICK. 


There are properly thirty-three counties in 
Scotland ; but, (three of them, viz. Caithneſs, 
Nairne, and Clackmannan being conjoined with 
others), they ſend only thirty Members to Par- 
liament. Theſe, with teen ſent by the bo- 
roughs, make up Vorty: ſive Scottiſh Members. 
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SCOTTISH ISLES. 


HE iſlands of Scotland are partly 
ſituated in the North, and partly 
in the Weſt Sea. Though widely ſcat- 
tered around the coaſt, yet the ſimilarity 
of ſoil, climate, and manners of the inha- 
bitants, which prevails almoſt every where 
among theſe iſlands, ſuggeſted the idea of 
deſcribing them ſeparately from what we 
may call the Continent of Scotland. We 
begin, therefore, with the Northern Iſles, 
comprehending Shetland and Orkney ; 
then proceed to the Hebrides or Weſtern 
Ifles, and from thence return to the north- 
ern extremity of the continent of Scot- 
land. 


B 3 The 
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The moſt northern of the Scottiſh iſles, 
are thoſe of ; 


SHETLAND. 


ALTHouGH the Shetland or Zetland 
iſlands & are pretty numerous, thirty of 
them being inhabited ; yet only one, call- 
ed Mainland, is of confiderable extent. 
To the eaſt and the north of the Main- 
land, the ſea appears ſprinkled with ſmall 
Hands, of which the two largeſt only ſhall 
here be noticed. 

Unſt, the moſt northerly of the Scottiſh 
iſles, extends beyond the ſixty- firſt degree 
of north latitude, This iſland is about 
cight miles in length, and about three and 
a half in breadth. Ir 1s one of the moſt fer- 
tile of the Shetland iſles, and contains about 
two thouſand inhabitants. Iron-ſtone a- 
bounds ; and jaſpers, rock-cryſtals, and 
garnets, of conſiderable value, have been 

found 


The Shetland Iſles lie about 100 miles N. 
N. E. from Caithneſs, in the ſame parallel of la- 
titude with Bergen in Norway, the iſland Allan in 
the Gulph of Bothnia, and the lake of Ladoga in 
Ruſſia, viz. between 59“ 56“ and 619 11 north 
latitude. 
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found in it. There are many wonderful 
excavations of the rocks on the ſhore. 
In one place a nutural arch is formed, 
three hundred feet in length and of great 
height, through which boats can pals. 
On the eattern fide of the iſland there is a 
good road for ſhips, called Balta Sound, 
viſited often by the Greenland whale- 
fiſhers. It would be of much benefit to 
ſhips navigating the North Seas, it a light- 
houſe were erected on the northern extre- 
mity of this ifland. Many old ſtructures, 
called Pictiſh torts, are here ſeen. 

Contiguous to Unſt is the ifland of Tell, 
about twelve miles long and cight broad. 
The interior parts of the iſland are moun- 
tainous ; but many ſpots on the coaſt ad- 
mit of cultivation. It is inhabited by 
about fourtecn hundred perſons. 

To the weſt appears the remarkable 
iſland Fula, or Thule, thought by ſome to 
be the fume which thc ancients reckoned 
the ultimate limit of the habitable earth, 
and to vwiich they therefore gave the ap- 
pellation of Ultima Thule. 

The Mainland is about ſixty miles in 
length from north to fouth. Notwith- 
ſtanding the great length of this iſland, its 
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form 1s ſo irregular, and it is every where 
ſo deeply indented and interſected by arms 
of the ſea, that no part of it is above three 
miles diſtant from the ſhore. Some of 
theſe numerous inlets, here called Voes, 
form extenſive bays, diverſified by holms *, 
and by towering inſulated rocks, which 
are covered with vaſt multitudes of ſea- 
fowls. Others are formed by nature into 
ſafe and commodious harbours, where the 
largeſt ſhips may enter, and remain ſecure 
from the rage of the tempeſt. 

The face of the country exhibits a pro- 
ſpect of black, craggy mountains, and 
marſhy plains, interſperſed with ſome ver- 
dant ſpots, which appear ſmooth and fer- 
tile. The higheſt mountain, called Rona's 
Hill, is fituated in the pariſh of Northma- 
ven. It is ſaid to rife near four thouſand 
feet above the level of the ſea. No tree is 
ſeen, and ſcarce a ſhrub, except the juni- 
per and the heath, or here and there a 


ſtunted 


— — 1 


* Small flat uninhabited iſlands are, in the 
north of Scotland, called bo/ms. The ſame word 
is uſed, in other parts of the country, to ſignify 
flat arable land, lying along rivers. Such grounds 
are alſo called baughs. 
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ſtunted roan-tree or a willow. The moun- 
tains abound with various kinds of game. 
The coaſt is covered with jagged and ſtu- 
pendous rocks. Huge promontories pro- 
je into the ſea, and ſeem to brave the 
fury of the waves. Theſe are ſurmount- 
ed by lofty and impending cliffs, the habi- 
tation of the eagle, the falcon, and the ra- 
ven. The ſhelves and deep caverns under- 
neath, are the abode of the ſeal and the ot- 


ter. The winding bays are conſtantly oc- 


cupied by innumerable aquatic birds, and 
in ſpring and autumn they are viſited by 
flights of ſwans, in their migrations to and 


from Iceland. Geeſe are rarely ſeen, ex- 


cept in a domeſtic ftate. The ſurrounding 
ſea teems with fiſh of various kinds; ſuch. 
as the cod, the turbot, and the haddock *. 
But above all, at certain ſeaſons, the ſeas 
are filled with ſhoals of herrings of incre- 
dible extent. At the ſame periods, they 
are viſited by the whale and other vora- 
cious fiſhes. Of the teſtaceous tribe are 

tound 


* Moſt of the ſiſhing-banks, on which ling, 
cod, and tuſk, are caught for exportation, lie at 


the diſtance of thirty or forty miles from the 
coaſt. 
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found the lobſter, the oyſter, the muſcle, 
and many others. Sponges are, in various 
places, cait aſhore on the beach. 

The hills are covered with ſheep of a 
{mall breed, and of a rough and ſhaggy 
appearance ; but their fleece is uſually 
very ſoft, and ſometimes extremely fine. 
From their wool, ſtockings of a large ſize 
have been made, of a texture ſo fine, that 
a pair were capable of patling through u 
gold ring. The greater part of the wool 
produced in this country, however, is of 
a very inferior quality. In the vallies are 
{cen herds of black cattle, alſo of a ſmal! 


kind. The horſes, too, are of a peculiar 


breed, remarkably ſmall ; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding their diminutive ſize, they arc 
often very ſtrung and handſome. They 
are well known by the appellation ot 
Shelties, being ſo called from the name vi 
the country. 
Many excellent fprings arite in the 
mouzmntains, and detcend in fraall ftream: 
toward the plains, forming rivulets and 
conhiderable lakes, abounding with trout, 
and other fiſhes. 
Various metallic veins, flate, frecſtone, 
and limeſtone, are found in different parts 
of 
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of Shetland. A mine of copper and an- 
other of iron have lately been opened near 
the ſouthern extremity of the Mainland. 
There is here an inexhauſtible ſtore of 
peat ; but no coal has hitherto been diſ- 
covered. 

Lerwick, the chief town of Shetland, is 
ſituated on the eaſt fide of the Mainland. 
It contains about nine hundred inhabi- 
tants. Between this town and the little 
iſland Braſſu, lies the noted Braſſa Sound, 
where a thouſand fail of veſſels might at 
once find commodious mooring. It is the 
rendez vous of the fiſhing- buſſes from Den- 
mark, Holland, Flanders, and other parts. 
No Britiſh veſſels except thoſe belonging 
to the inhabitants, are employed in this 
trade. There are fewer herrings caught 
in the ſcas about Shetland, than on the 
coaſt of any of the other iflands; the 
principal fiſhing there, being tor cod and 
other white fiſh. There are ſeveral ſmall 
villages, or rather groups of cottages, 
ſeen around the coaſt, which are inha- 
bited chiefly by fiſhers. Theſe people 
are very dexterous in their employment, 
and, for the moſt part, remarkably indut- 
trious. When the ſeaſon does not permit 

them 
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them to fiſh, they are ſometimes employed 
in the cares of huſbandry, and at other 
times buſied in preparing lines or nets, or 
in knitting ſtockings. In this laſt occu- 
pation, the women and children are at all 
times engaged, and thence they attain un- 
common dexterity, and work with aft 
niſhing rapidity. Thus, great quantr 
of coarſe ſtockings arc annually export- 
ed from Shetland, which, though knitted 
on wires, are brought to market at the 
low price of fourpence or ſixpence a pair. 

The iſlands of Shetland are ſaid to con- 
tain, in all, about twenty thouſand inhabi- 
tants. Shetland 1s included under the ſhire 
of Orkney. 

Fair Vie is ſituated about fifteen leagues 
to the ſouth-welt, nearly mid-way between 
Shetland and Orkney, from both which 
its high towering rocks are plainly diſco- 
vered. On the eaſt ſide of this ifland, the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia, chief Admiral 
of the Spaniſh Armada, was wrecked in 
1588, 
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About twenty leagues to the ſouth of 
Shetland, he the Orcades, or 


ORKNEY ISLES. 


Tuxksxk, like the former, are a cluſter of 


iſlands, about ſixty ſeven in number, of 


which twenty-eight are inhabited. The 
reſt are called Holme. One iſland greatly 
exceeds the reſt in extent. This, too, 1s 
dignified with the title of the Mainland; 
but is allo frequently called Pomona. It is 
about twenty-four miles in length, and 
nine in breadth, Beyond this ifland, to- 
ward the north-eaſt, among others, are 
ſeen Rowſay and Heſtra, Shappinſha and 
Edda, Stronſa, Sanda and North Ronaljha. 
To the ſouth appear the iſles of oy and 
South Ronal/ha, together with others of 
inferior note, 

On the north-weſt point of North Ro- 
nalſha, a light-houſe has lately been crect- 
ed. On Sanda, a ridge of rocks, called 
Heclabir, (a name analogous to Hecla in 
Iceland), ſcems vitriſied by fire. 

The currents and tides which flow be- 
tween theſe iſlands, are extremely rapid 
and dangerous; and near the little iſle of 

SWNN:1, 
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Swinna, there are two whirlpools, that 
have been known to ſnatch in boats and 
light veſſels, which were inſtantly ſwal- 
lowed up in hie fatal vortex. The ſtrait 
called Pentland Frith, which divides theſe 
iſlands from Caithneſs, is alſo very dan- 
gerous to thoſe who are not well acquaint- 
ed with the tides and currents on the 
coalt ; particularly in paſſing the Pentland 
Skerries, a clutter of rocks that hes in the 
catt entrance of the Frith. 

The general appearance of the country 
in the ifland of Pomona, is not much dif- 
ferent from that of the Mainland of Shet- 
land. The ſoil, however, is more fertile, 
and in ſome parts better cultivated. 

Few of the modern improvements of 
agriculture have yet reached this remote 
part of the country. A plough with one 
ſhaft, drawn by four pigmy horſes, is here, 
as well as in Shetland, in many parts, the 
chief implement of agriculture ; and much 
of the ſoil is cultivated by the caſchrom, or 
crooked ſpade. Some farmers, however, 
in the vicinity of Kirkwall, and in other 
fertile tracts, have introduced the culture 
of potatoes, turnips, and cabbages; and 
they will, in time, no doubt, adopt other 
improvements ſuited to the ſoil and climate. 
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Springs of pure water are every where 
found in the mountainous parts of Orkney, 
which produce numerous lakes and rivu- 
lets, well ſtored with fiſh. The thores 
abound with oyſters of a very large fize : 
Lobſters, and other ſhell-fiſh, are allo plen- 
tiful. The heath on the mountains auf- 
fords ſhelter to a variety of game; ſuch 
as grouſe, plover, and ſnipe: But there 
are no partridges nor hares in theſe iflands 
neither are they infeſted by foxes. Im- 
menſe numbers of rabbits burrow in the 
ſandy waſtes. The hills afford paſture to 
ſheep and black cattle, which are, like 
thoſe of Shetland, of a ſmall kind. The 
vallies and plains produce oats, and bis, 
a particular kind of ſmall barley, but no 
other grain. 

Kirkwall, the capital of Orkney, is built 
upon an inlet of the ſea, near the middle 
of the iſland, on the eaſt fide, and is about 
a mile in length. It is a royal borough, 
and the ſcat of the head courts. Here the 
moſt ſtriking object is the ſtately cathedral 
of St Magnus. This venerable Gothic cdi- 
fice has a handſome ſpire, and its arched 
roof is ſupported by fourteen ſtone pillars 
on each fide. At the north end of the 

rown 
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town are the ruins of a fortification built 
in the time of Oliver Cromwell. 

Stromneſs is the only other remarkable 
town on this iſland. It ſtands nearly op- 
po ite to Kirkwall, on the weſt fide. It 
has an excellent harbour, and is much 
frequented by veſſels paſſing thoſe coaſts. 

Between Kirkwall and Stromneſs, at 
Stennis, there is a curious cauſeway or 
bridge acroſs a narrow neck of land, be- 
tween two lakes. At the end of this 
cauſeway, there are erected ſome ſtones 
of ſurpriſing magnitude, riſing to the 
height of twenty feet. In the neighbour- 
hood are feveral other huge maſſes of 
ſtone, which bear a great reſemblance to 
the noted monument, called Stonehenge, 
on Saliſbury Plain in England. 

In various parts of theſe iſles fimilar 
appearances are obſerved. The artificial 
round hillocks, called Brughs or Pics 
houſes, are often ſurrounded by large up- 
right ſtones. Theſe brughs are ſuppoſed 
to have been Druidical temples or places 
of worſhip. 

On the ifland of Hoy, beſide the great 
conic hill of Hoybead, which is a ſea- 
mark, there is a ſtupendous rock, called 
the Beary, where a bird named the layer, 
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fuppoſed to be a ſpecies of petrel “, is 
found. Theſe birds burrow in the rab- 
bit holes: they are about the ſize of (mall 
ducks, remarkably fat, and are by many 
eſteemed a great delicacy. 


— —— 


THE climate of the Northern Iſles is 
far from being favourable. They, how- 
ever, ſuffer leſs from froit and ſnow than 
might be expected from their northerly 
ſituation. The air is, in general, moiſt ; 
and they are ſubjected frequently to 
dreadful ſtorms of wind, rain, and thun- 
der. Their longeſt day is about nineteen 
hours and a half; their ſhorteſt, four and 
a half. Thus they enjoy the light of the 
ſun for about three weeks in midſummer 
almoſt without intermiſſion; and, for an 
equal ſpace in winter, the ſun ſcarce riſes 
above the horizon, and is generally ob- 
{cured by miſts and clouds. During this 
dreary ſeaſon, their want of day is ſup- 
plied partly by moon-light : But what 
contributes ſtill more to this purpole, is 

C the 
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* The Shear. water. Britith Zoology, vol. ii. 
P. 433 
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the ſplendour of the Aurora Borealis, of 
which the almoſt inceſſant coruſcations 
are, at that time, ſublimely beautiful. 

The inhabitants are, in general, a robuſt 
and hardy race of men. The gentlemen 
are diſtinguiſhed for hoſpitality and polite- 
neſs, and the inferior claſſes are, for the 
moſt part, active and induſtrious. The 
Englith language prevails in all the iſlands ; 
though there are many words of the Norſe, 
or Norwegian, tongue ſtill in uſe: The 
annual viſits of the herring-bufſes muſt 
render the Dutch alſo pretty familiar to 
the inhabitants of Shetland. 

Though churches are not altogether a- 
wanting in the Northern Iſles, yet it is to 
be regretted that ſo few teachers are ap- 
pointed for the inſtruction of the lonely 
iſlanders. The office of a paſtor here, is 
truly a Herculean labour ; the parochial 
duty being ſometimes extended to differ- 
ent iſlands, ſeparated from each other by 
dangerous ſeas. The rays of knowledye 
bave, however, begun to dawn even in thoſe 
remote parts ; and, by the great exertions 
of the few perſons employed in the arduous 
taſk, the common people are now, in ſome 
mealure, freed from their former ſuperſti- 
tion and ignorance. 


The 
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The chief trade of theſe iflands is with 
Leith, Hamburg, and Bergen in Norway ; 
which laſt-mentioned port is only forty- 
four leagues diſtant, to the north-eaſt of 
Shetland. The principal exports are 
woollen and linen yarn, ſtockings, butter, 
dried fiſh, herrings, oil, teathers and ſkins 
of various kinds. To theſe we may add 
kelp, a commodity prepared from the aſhes 
of ſea-weed, and much uſed in the ma- 
nufacture of ſoap and glaſs. Many poor 
people are annually employed, during the 
ſummer, in gathering and burning this 
plant *. In 1791, the value of the kelp 
exported from the Orkney Iſles, was eſti- 
mated at ten thouſand pounds. 

The fitheries on the northern coaſts 
have long been juſtly viewed as objects of 
great importance. But the remote ſitua- 
tion; the difficulty of acceſs ; the great 
expence of providing a proper quantity of 
materials for catching and curing the fiſh; 
and, above all, the precarioutnels of theſe 

C2 fiſuings.— 


* The fucus ve/iculyſus, chiefly, is burnt for 
kelp. All the fucz and other marine vegetables, 
as well as the coral{tnes, efchare, and the exuvice 
of hell- ſiſh, arc ſuccelsfully uſed as manure. 
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fiſhings,—are ſo many cauſes that have al- 
moſt always conſpired to fruſtrate the ſan- 
guine expectations of adventurers. It 1s 
now, however, to be hoped, that the pa- 
triotic exertions of a moſt reſpectable So- 


ciety, lately inſtituted for promoting the 


Britiſh Fiſheries, may at laſt reſcue this 
rich marine treaſure from the hands of the 
Dutch and the Danes, who ſtill continue 
to reap from it the greateſt advantages. 

The number of inhabitants is ſuppoſed 
to exceed twenty-four thouſand. 


HEBRIDES. 
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Tus Hebrides, Ebuda, or Weſtern Iſles, 
are very numerous. Their northern ex- 
tremity is ſituated almoit forty leagues to 
the welt of Orkney. 

Lewis and Harris, North Uiſt, Benbe- 
cula, South Uiſt, and Barray, form a chain 
of iſlands, (tretching ſouthward, which ter- 
minates in a cluſter of rocks, called the 
Biſbop's Iles. This chain of iſles is ſome- 
times called the Long 1/tand. 

About eighteen leagues to the weſt of 
North Uiſt, lies the ſmall ifle of St Kilda, 
the moſt weſter]y iſland of Great Britain, 


) + whoſe lonely race 
** Reſign the ſetting fun to Indian worlds “.“ 


Great numbers of the poor people in this 
place live chiefly by fiſhing and by catch- 
ing wild fow!. In the latter employment 
they arc incredibly adventurous; being 
often let down by a rope from the ſum- 
mits of high precipices, where they clam- 
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* Tauomsow's Spring. 
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ber among the rocks, in ſearch of the eggs 
and neſts of various birds. But the more 
ſafe and ordinary method of catching thoſe 


fowls, is, to ſpread over the face of the 


rock where they lodge, a large net, in 


which great quantities are at once entan- 


gled, and lowered down into a boat be- 
low. 

Lewis and Harris, being connected by 
a narrow iſthmus, form but one ifland, 
which is about ſixty miles in length, and 
of conſiderable breadth toward the middle 
and north ends. Like moſt of the Scot- 
tiſh iſles, it is greatly interſected by arms 
of the ſea. By theſe it may be ſaid to be 
divided into five peninſulas. The north- 
ern part of the iſland is a flat moraſs, co- 
vered with heath. To the ſouth, the 
ground is very unequal: in Harris eſ- 
pecially, it is extremely rugged, though 
the hills in no place riſe to any conſider- 
able height. 

The country 1s, in general, wild, bleak, 
barren of wood, and little fitted for culti- 
vation ; the hills are covered with hcath, 


which affords ſhelter to various forts of 


game. The lakes and ſtreams aboun« 
with ſalmon, large red trout, and other 
fiſhes. The land animals here, arc fimi- 
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lar to thoſe found in the Northern Iſles; 
and the fiſhings on the coaſt are not in- 
ferior. 

The only town in Lewis is Stornaway, 
ſituated on the caſt fide of the north divi- 
ſion of the iſland. Though not of any 
coniiderable extent, yet, by the attention 
of the noble proprietor *, it is become a 
flouriſhing town, and is daily increaſing. 
A conſiderable number of fiſhing- buſſes 
belongs to it ; and it has the advantage 
of a cuſtom-houſe and a poſt-office. The 
trade is chiefly in fiſh, kelp. oil, feathers, 
and ſkins. In front of it, there is a large 
bay and a commodious harbour. The 
Hand of Lewis belongs to the ſhire of 
Roſs, and contains between ſeven and eight. 
thouſand inhabitunts. The other iflands 
are comprehended under Inverneſsſhire. 

North and South Uijt arc each about 
twenty miles in length, and of conſiderable 
breadth. In the former, is the harbour of 
Lochmaddie, where it is hoped a village 
will ſoon be erected. 'Thelc ifles, together 
with Benbecula and Barray, which ſtretch 
to the ſouthward, have, in general, the 

C4 weſt 
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weſt coaſts low and flat, and the foil of a 
fine ſhell-ſand, in many parts very fertile ; 
but the ground riſes to the catt coaſts, 
where it is barren, and breaks oft abrupt, 
irregular, and ſteep. Benbecula, betwcen 
North and South Uiſt, is an exception. 
This iſland, ſurrounded by a flat ſhore, 
riſes gently --n all ſides into ſeveral little 
ſloping hills toward its centre. In ſome 
parts of thele iſlan is, the foil admits not 
of being ploughed, being rocky and un- 
even: It is cultivated, therefore, with the 
crooked ſpade or caſchrom. At the ſouth- 
ern extremity of this range of iſles, are 
many fine banks for the cod and ling 
fi:zeries. It is remarkable, that the At- 
lantic Ocean is making rapid encroach- 
ments on the weſtern ſhores of theſe 
lands ; for, hence it is probable, that a 
great extent of country has once exiſted 
to the weſtward of tne pretent ſhore. 

To the weſt of Lewis and Harris, the 
coaſt is annually viſited by myriads of 
herrings, and immenle ſhoals of dog fiſh. 
In the ſeaſon, theſe ſhores are the relort 
of many fiſhing veſſels from different 
parts. | 
Many of the inhabitants here, as well 
as in the Northern Iſles, live chiefly by 

fiſhing, 
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fiſhing, and by a pitiful kind of agricul- 
ture. The Gachic prevails among the 
lower clals of people; but in the ſchools 
the Englith language principally 1s taught. 
The people are, in general, remarkably 
ſhrewd and intelligent, owing to this cir- 
cumſtance, that many of them, having ſer- 
ved in the army, bring home with them 
the knowledge they have acquired abroad : 
Nay, even thoie of the loweſt claſs are 
remarkably obliging. 

In the great found called the Minch *, 
between the Long Iſland and the conti- 
nent of Scotland, cloſe on the coaſt of 
Roſsſhire, lies the Iſle of Skye. 

Skye is one of the largeit oi the Hebri- 
des, extending above fifty miles in length 
from north-weſt to ſouth eaſt, and being 


in ſome places above twenty miles in 


breadth. It is interſected by many creeks 
and inlets of the tea. Ihe fouth-ecatt {ide 
of the iſland {wells gently trom the coaſt 
in a verdant ſlope, in ſome parts adorned 
with trees, over which appear the naked 

hills 


*. Minch correſponds to the French word 
Manche, ſignifying a channe/, ſr.ch as divides 
France from Eagland. 
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hills of Strath. Above theſe, ſoars the 
rugged ſummit of Cullin, or Cuchullin *, 


&© Catching the clouds of heaven.” 


On the fouth-weſt (ſays Mr Pzxxant) 
« are ſeen a ſeries of rude mountains, diſ- 
* coloured black and red, as by the rage 
« of fire; and on the eaſt, a long extent 
of hills, towering in all the forms of 
Alpine wildneſs.” The diſtrict of Slate, 
on the ſouth-eaſt, is a peninſula, terminat- 
ing in a rugged promontory called the 
Point of Slate. There is, however, a con- 
fiderable proportion of flat ground in this 
iſland, which affords good paſture. 

After thunder-ſhowers, or great falls of 
rain, many ſtreams are poured down from 
the mountains, forming dreadful cataracts 
amid ſhattered rocks, interſperſed with 
trees of birch and oak. The woods and 
the mountains are the haunts of deer and 
of a variety of game, and the rivulets are 
ſtored with ſalmon and other fiſhes. 

Whole 


— 


»CocnvrLIx. a hero celebrated in the poems 
of OssIANn, is ſaid to have refided at Dunſcaith, 
on this iſland. 


e 


HEBRI DES. 43 


Whole hills are compoſed of limeſtone. 
Marble, pebbles, rock-cryſtal, traces of 
lead- ore, and other mincrals, are frequent- 
ly met with. But the chief natural cu- 
rioſity is the baſaltic columns, (relembling 
the Giant's Cauſeway in Ireland), on the 
front of a high hill to the ſouth of the 
houſe of Taliſkir. Some of the pillars 
which compole this curious natural colon- 
nade, are above twenty feet high, having 
in general five angles. Theſe are the 
molt northerly baſaltes yet diſcovered. 

Portree 1s the only town or village on 
this iſland. The inhabitants trade chiefly 
in black cattle, of which ſeveral thouſands 
are annually exported. They allo breed 
ſome ſmall horſes, and manufacture a good 
deal of k<cIp. The corn produced on the 
Hand, is not always ſuflicient for their 
ſupport. | 

In 1746, a cave on the eaſt end of this 
iſland attorded ſhelter, for two nights, to 
the Young Adventurer and his faithful 
guide, 

Ihe fouth-caſt end of Skye is divided 
from Inverneſsſhire, to which it belongs, 
by a ftrait called the Inner Sound. At 
the nat roweſt paſs, where cattic are ſome- 

times 
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times made to ſwim acroſs, it is called the 
Kyle *. 

To the north of this ſtrait, in the channel 
that ſeparates Skye from Rolsſhire, there 
is a narrow ſlip of iſlunds, extending above 
twenty miles along the coaſt. Among 
theſe are the fertile iſles of Rona, Raaſa, 
and Scalpa. Several others of inferior ſize 


are ſcattered around 1a bays, on the north 


and welt tides. 

To the ſouth-weft of the Ifle of Skye, 
we find the verdant iſland of Cannay, and 
the lofty mountain which compoſes the 
land of Rum; and to the ſouth, the lit- 
tle iſles of Zgg and Muick. Theſe iſlands 
are very fertile; but, from the ruggedneſs 
of their ſurface, they do not admit of ge- 
neral cultivation. 

In the iſland of Cannay, there are vaſt 
bataltic columns, which riſe above each 
other, to a great height, in many ſucceſſive 
ranges, cach feparated from the other by 
a firatum of pebbly concretions, reſem- 
bling plumb pudding ſtone. On the eaſt 
five of the fame iſland, the tops of an im- 

| menſe 


— 


* This word ſecms to denote a ferry or ſhort 
paſſage. Several other places of this kind, in 
Scotland, are known by the ſame name. 
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menſe number of theſe columns appear at 
low water, forming a Giant's Cauſeway 
of ſurpriſing extent, and of which the ſur- 
face is ſmooth and regular, like an ordi- 
nary paved ſtreet. Similar columnar rocks, 
and many ſtupendous caverns, are found 
in the rocky iſle of Egg, and in the other 
adjacent iſlands. | 

South-weſt from the Point of Ardna- 
murchan, in Argyleſhire, at the diſtance 
of about three leagues, lie the ſmall but 
rich iſles of Col and Tiree. The latter is 
celebrated for its marble quarry, and tor 
a breed of handſome little horſes. 

On the ſouth-eaſt of Col appear the fer- 
tile Tre/hani/h Iles, four in number, inter- 
jected between the former and the litand 
of Null. 

To the ſouth-eaſt, and nearer to Mull, 
is the famous little ifle of Staffa, about a 
mile long, and half a mile broad. Ihe 
wonders of this place have been well de- 
ſeribed by Sir Jostzen Banks. *© The 
* whole ſouth-weſt end of this iſland, 
* (lays he), is ſupported by ranges of na- 
* tural pillars, moſtly above fiſty feet 
high, ſtanding in natural colonnades : 
Some of the columns are above fixty 
feet in thicknei>, and arc formed almoſt 
| into 
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into the ſhape of thoſe uſed in architec- 
ture. Compared to this, what are the 
* cathedrals and palaces built by man! 
mere models or play-things, imitations 
« as diminutive as his works will always 
be when compared to thoſe of nature.“ 

The cavern diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Fian-mac-Couil, or Fingal the ſon of 
Comhal's cave, extends two hundred and 
fifty feet under ground, and has for its 
entrance a natural arch, more than a hun- 
dred feet high. The ſame Gentleman, 
when deſcribing it, expreſſes himſelf thus: 
The mind can hardly form an idea more 
magnificent than ſuch a ſpace, ſupport- 
ed on each ſide by ranges of columns, 
* and rooted by the bottoms of thoſe which 
„have been broken oft in order to form 
« it.” The cave is lighted from without, 
ſo that the furtheſt extremity may be ſecn, 
which gives it an appearance of magnifi- 
cence that ſurpaſſes deſcription. The 
iſland is every where ſupported by baſul- 
tic rocks and pillars, much exceeding in 
beauty and grandeur the Giant's Cauie- 
way in Ireland. 

The Iſle of Mull is about twenty-five 
miles in length, and, in ſome places, of an 
equal breadth, Being deeply indented 
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by bays and creeks, it contains ſeveral 
natural harbours. Near the north- 
ern point of the iſland, ſtands the village 
of Tober morey, or Toppermorey, erected by 
the Society for promoting the Britiih Fiſh- 
eries. The ſoil is unfavourable for corn, 
being for the moſt part rocky and barren. 
The mountains, however, abound with 
ſprings, and are covered with cattle, of 
which a great number is annually export- 
ed. Thele, with the fiſhings, and a con- 
ſiderable quantity of kelp, are the only 
articles of commerce. Near the ſouth 
end of the ifland, a coal-mine has lately 
been diſcovered. 
On this coaſt, in 1588, a ſhip of the 


line belonging to the Spaniſh Armada, 


was blown up; ſome ſay, by accident, 
others, by the deſperate reſolution of a 
Scotchman. 

Several ſmall iſlands lie near the ſoutli- 
weſt point of Mull ; particularly, the no- 
ted little ifle of /colmkil/, tormerly ona, 
about three miles long, and one mile 
broad. The caſt ſide is moltly flat, and 
the welt rude and rocky. On this iiland, 
which is very fertile, there is a mean vil- 
lage, and the ruins of an auguſt monaſtery 
und cathedral, ſaid to have been founded 

by 
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by St Columba, where there are ſeen 


three royal chapels, or rather cemeteries, 
in which ſeveral ancient kings of Scotland, 
of Ireland, and of Norway, are buried. 
Two reaſons ſeem to have given this and 
ſuch like places the preference to others, 
as places of ſepulture: In the earlieſt 
times, when the country abounded with 
wolves, an inſular fituation preſerved the 
burial-ground from thoſe rapacious ani- 
mals; and, in the days of ſuperſtition, 
people were particularly anxious to have 
their duſt interred in conſecrated ground. 
But it is ſaid, that an ancient traditional 
prophecy, that this iſland ſhould ſwim, 
* when one tide ſhould cover Ireland and 
„ green headed Ila, determined ſo many 
crowned heads to prefer this to every 
other. In former times, this ifland was 
the place where the archives of Scotland, 
and many valuable old manuſcripts, were 
kept. It is ſaid, that of theſe many were 
carried to the Scotch College at Douay in 
France, and it 1s hoped that ſome of them 
may ſtil] be recovered. At preſent, this 
once celebrated ſeat of royalty and learn- 
ing, is almoſt deftitute of an inſtructor to 
teach the people the common duties of 
religion, 

Between 
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Between Mull and the coaſt of Argyle. 


Mire, in a ſpacious bay, lies the narrow 


but fertile iſland of Liſnore, about nine 
miles in length. To the ſouth-eaſt of 
Mull, along the coaſt of Argyleſhire, are 
ſeveral ſmall ifles ; particularly that of 
Eyſdale, the noted ſlate ifland ; ui, Long, 
Shuna, and Scarba, which are very fruit- 
ful ſpots, and have alſo good flate quar- 
ries. 

Between Scarba and the north point of 
Jura, is the dangerous whirlpool of Cory- 
Vrekan, ſo called from the name of a 
young Daniſh prince, who periſhed in 
this place. As the tide advances, this un- 
fathomable gulf, of which the dreadful 
vortex extends above a mile in circuit, 
begins to boil up; and, at full fea, its nu- 
merous eddies form watery pyramids, 
which riſe high into the air, and, buriting 
with the noiſe of thunder, whiten the ſub- 
jacent waves with foam. Many ſmaller 
whirlpools and rapid currents are found 
in this neighbourhood ; dangerous, how- 
ever, to thoſe only who are ſtrangers to 
the coaſt. 

Fura is about twenty miles in length, 
and ſeven in breadth. It is almoſt inter- 
ſected on the weft fide by an arm of the 

D ſoa, 
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ſea, called Loch Tarbet. Some parts of 
the ſouthern and weſtern fides are fertile, 
There are only three mountains in the 
iſland; theſe are of ſtupendous height; 
and, being of a conic form, are called the 
Paps of Jura. The reſt of the iſland is 
flat, and in general covered with heath. A 
few wild roes are {till ſeen in this iſland. 

The fertile little iflands of Colonſa and 
Oronſa, are ſituated about ſeven miles weſt 
from Jura. Oronſa is remarkable for the 
ruins of an ancient abbey, in which are 
ſeen many monumental ſtatues, and ſome 
curious antique ſculpture. 

To the ſouth. weſt of Jura lies the ifland 
of May. Its greateſt length is twenty-five 
miles ; its breadth eighteen. It is deeply 
indented on the ſouth by the great bay 
called Loch- in-daal, at the head of which 
formerly ſtood the village of Killarrow. 
The principal village now, is Bowmore, 
where there is a poſt-houſe, and where 
feveral neat buildings have lately been 
erected. This new town has a convenient 
harbour. 

The face of the country is hilly, but not 
extremely high. Several mines are here 
wrought with conſiderable profit. The 
lead- ore is very rich. It produces ſeven- 


teen 
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teen hundred weight of lead each ton, and 
no leſs than forty-two ounces of ſilver. 
The copper-ore yields about one-third of 
its weight in metal. Amid vaſt ſtrata of 
iron-ſtone, there is here found in abund- 
ance the peculiar fort called Emery. This 
ſubſtance pulverized is much uſed by ar- 
tifts in poliſhing ttones and metals. Na- 
tive quickſilver has alſo been met with in 
ſmall quantities; but no diſcovery has 
been made from whence it came, nor has 
any native cinnabar been found in this 
country. Some ſmall pieces of the mi- 
neral called Black-lead, have here been ob- 
ſerved; but the maſs from which theſe 
have been detached remains undiſcovered. 
In this place, nuture has provided im- 
menſe ſtores of limeſtone, marl, and ſhell- 
ſand, on purpole, as it were, to manure the 
ſoil, which is for the moſt part very im- 
provable. Much corn and flax is raiſed in 
this iſland, and a conſiderable number of 
cattle is annually exported. 

In this and ſome of the neighbouring 
iſlands, multitudes of adders inteſt the 
heath. Many people retain ſtill the vul- 
gar error, that they ſting with their fork- 
ed tongue; and preſcribe many ridiculous 
cures for their bite. 
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On the north-weſt fide of the iſland is 
the cave of Sanegmore, which 1s a grotto, 


divided into a number of far winding paſ- 


fages, ſometimes opening into fine expan- 
ſes; again cloſing for a long {pace into 
galleries, and forming a curious ſubterra- 
neous labyrinth. Beſide this, there are 
many other caverns, the haunt of nume- 
rous wild pigeons. 'The goats that feed 
among the rocks are ſo wild, that their 
owners are obliged to ſhoot them like deer. 
Some veſtiges of antiquity are teen on this 
iſland, particularly the remains of a circu- 
lar dry ſtone building on the bill of Leſſet, 
near the ſound of Iſlay. 

Toward the peninſula of Cantyre, is 
the ſmall iſland Giga, from which the in- 
habitants annually export a conſiderable 
quantity of grain. 

This iſland, and all thoſe ſouth of Skye, 
except Ege, are comprehended under Ar- 
gyleſhirc. 


BUT E. 
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Tux iſland of Bute is ſituated in the 
Frith of Clyde. It is about fittcen miles 
in length, and in ſome parts above five in 
breadth. "The country riſes into ſmall 
hills, and is in general fertile. 

The climate is ſo temperate, that ſnow 


is ſcarce ever known to lie on the iſland ; 


but ſtorms of thunder and rain from the 
weſt, are not untrequent. 

Rethfav, the chief town, which has about 
td thoutund fix hundred inhabitants, 
ſtands on the caſt {ide of the iſland. Here 
is a cotton manutacture. 'The town is hap- 
pily tituated for trade, having an excellent 
pier and harbour. Many of the inhabitants 
of this place art employed in che herring 
fiſhery. The circular walls cf the rui- 
nous caſtle, riiing to view in the middle 
of the town, form a very pictureſque ob- 
ject on entering the buy. This caille, 
which is of high antiquity, was once a 
royal reſidence, anl till, as of old, gives 
the title of Duke to the heir-apparent of 
the crown of Scotland. To the ſouth is 
Mount Stewert, the family-ſeat of the 
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Earl of Burk. The Gaelic language pre- 
vails in this iſland ; but Engliſh alſo is 
pretty generally underſtood, even by the 
common people. 

To the eaſt, belonging to Ayrſhire, are 
the little iſlands called Greater and Leſſer 
Cumbrays or Cimbraes. The former is re- 
markable for its excellent freeſtone quar- 
ries, and for two detachcd rows of high 
baſaltic rocks on its eaſt fide. Here are 
ſeen the ruins of an ancient cathedral, 
dedicated to St Columba. Upon the latter 
there is a light-houſe. 

On the ſouth-weſt fide of Bute lies the 
beautiful little iſland of Inch Marnoc *, a- 
bout a mile long. 

To the ſouth-weſt of Bute alſo, beyond 
Inch Marnoc, lies the iſland of Arran. It 
is in length about twenty-three miles fron: 
north to ſouth, and about ten or twelve in 
breadth. The face of the country exhi- 
bits a vaſt teries of rugged mountains, 
running in ridges acroſs tae whole iſland, 
amid which the ſummits of Goatfield and 

Grianan- 


It derives its name of Marnoc's Iſle, from a cha- 


pel in it dedicated to St Marnoc. The ruins of the. 


chapel are ſtill to be ſcen. 
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Grianan-Athol ſoar high above the reſt. 
The former is computed to be two thou- 
ſand eight hundred feet high. The ſides 
of this iſland ſloping towards the ſhorc, 
are more fertile. 

Many cattle feed on the hills, and goats 
browſe among the rocks. The ſtags, 
which uſed to abound here, arc now re- 
duced to a very ſmall number. The 
heath affords ſhelter to black game and 
grouſe ; and the preſence of the partridge 
is a proof of the advancement of agricul- 
ture. The ſtreams are richly ſtored with 
ſalmon and other fi ſi G, Ad Ina fiſh- 
ing boats are employed on the coalt. The 
climate, though ſevere, is eſteemed ſalu- 
brious ; and invalids often reſort to this 
iſland, to drink the whey of goats milk. 

The ſhores of this and the neighbour- 
ing iſles, are often vilited by the baiking 
ſhark, commonly called the fail-fiſh, or 
ſun-filh. Some of theſe creatures are of 
enormous bulk, being from thirty to forty 
feet in length. They commonly ſwim 
with their dorſal fins above the water, and 
often ſeem torpid and inſenſible. Their 
ſtrength, however, is very great, and when 
harpooned, they have been known to tow 
a veſſel of ſeventy tons againft a ſreſh gale, 
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The oil obtained from the liver of one 


baſking ſhark, is ſometimes worth twenty 


or thirty pounds Sterling. 

Iron-ore, ſpar, and valuable rock cry- 
ſtals, known by the name of Arran ſtones, 
or Scotch topazes, are found upon Goat- 
field, and in other parts of the iſland. A 
coal mine, alſo, has here been worked. 
Many ſpacious and aſtoniſhing caverns are. 
ſeen on the coaſt, which have been the 
retreat, perhaps the habitation, of ancient 
heroes. Tradition ſtill preſerves here the 
memory of Fian-mac-CoviL, or FIN ; 
and it is certain that RopzxT BRUCE reti- 
red to this iſland, and reſided here during 
the time of his greateſt diſtreſs. 

On the eaſt part of the iſland is the vil- 
lage of Kilbride, and the excellent harbour 
of Lamblaſb, defended by a little iſle call - 
ed Holy Iſland, and ſurrounded by a beau- 
tiful ſemilunar bay. 

In 1558, the Engliſh fleet, under the 
Earl of EssEx, after ravaging the coaſt of 
Cantyre, landed on this bay, and deſolated 
the country. 

To the ſouth of this ifland is the great 
inſulated rock, called the Rock of Ail/a *. 

The 


This rock is the property of the Earl of Cas-- 
suis, and is rented at L. 33 per annum. 
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The circumference of its baſe is about 
two miles. It conſiſts of a ſtupendous aſ- 
ſemblage of precipitous cliffs, riſing in 
wild ſeries, forming a pyramidal moun- 
tain, nine hundred feet high, acceſſible on- 
ly on the north eaſt. Here are the ruins 
of a chapel; and higher up, thoſe of a 
caſtle, with a ſquare tower of three ſtories, 
each vaulted. There 1s a ſpring of freſh 
water within thirty yards of the caſtle. 
The lower parts of this rock are inhabited 
by goats and rabbits. The lofty cliffs arc 
the refuge of the gannet, or folan-goole, 
the (hag, the gull, and various other fea 
birds. 

The iſles of Arran and Inch Marnoc are 
comprehended under the county of Bute. 
This ſhire contains between fix and ſeven 
thouſand inhabitants. It ſends a member 
to Parliament alternately with Caithneſs, 
though that county lics at the ditlance of 
above one hundred and fifty miles to the 
north-eaſt. 


CAITHNESS. 
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Tuts is the moſt northerly county on 
the continent of Scotland. It is bounded 
on the north by the Pentland Frith, which 
divides it from Orkney; on the ſouth-eaſt 
by the Ocean; and on the weft by the 
county of Sutherland. Its form 1s trian- 
gular, though irregular. Its greateſt ex- 


tent is about thirty-five miles from north 


to ſouth, and twenty from eaſt to weſt. 

On the north coaft, there are ſeveral 
great promontories and capes, againſt the 
rugged cliffs of which the ſtrong current 
of the tide breaks with aſtoniſhing fury. 
The moſt remarkable one is that of Dun- 
net-head. In the pariſh of Reay, there 
are ſome deep excavations in the rocks on 
the ſhore, that afford ſhelter to the cattle 
in ſtormy weather. 

At the ſouth-weſt extremity of Dunnet 
Bay, on Murkle Bay, ſtands the borough 
of Thurſo, which contains about ſixteen 
hundred inhabitants. The town is fituated 
at the mouth of a river, to which it gives 
name. Thurſo has a conſiderable trade, 
which has been greatly promoted b the 

patriotic 
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patriotic Sir JOHN SINCLAIR, Here 13 
2 manufacture of woollen and linen cloth, 
a conſiderable tannery, and a bleachfield. 
The mouth of the river affords good ſul- 
mon fiſhing, and the cod and ling fiſhery 
employs many hands, 

A few miles up the river Thurſo ſtands 
Broadwall or Braal caſtle, an ancient flruc- 
ture. From Thurſo to Loch Il atten, the 
ground is flat and well fitted for cultiva- 
tion. In this low tract ſome trees have 
been planted ; but the county in general 
is almoſt deſtitute of wood. 

Returning to the coaſt : to the eaſt of 
Dunnet-head, we find the caſtles of Ratter 
and Mey ; the firſt was a ſeat of the late 
Earl of CarTHNEss; the latter is occupied 
by the preſent Earl. 

Beyond the great promontory ſtretch- 
ing to the north from the caſtle of Mey, 
are ſeveral high inſulated rocks, called by 
leamen the Merry Men of Mey, from the 
inceſſant daſhing of the waves around 
them, which gives them the appearance 
of dancing. 

A little to the north-eaſt from theſe 
rocks lies the ſmall ifle of Stroma, once 
uſed as a burying place by the inhabitants 
of leveral of the neighbouring iſlands. 
Natural mummies, or the entire uncor- 

rupted 
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rupted bodies of perſons who had been 
dead fixty years, or upwards, were for- 
merly met with in a cavern on the north- 
eaſt end of this iſland. 

Duncan's Bay, or Dungſbay-head, is a great 
promontory which forms the north-eaſtern 
point of Great Britain. Here are til! 
{een the remains of the noted 7ohn-o- 
Groat's houſe, reckoned the moſt northerly 
dwelling in the kingdom. 

On the eaſtern coaſt we meet with fe- 
veral ancient buildings. The firſt 13 Bu- 
cholie's, or Buckle's caſtle, ſtanding on u 
narrow rock, projecting into the fea. Near 
it the cliils are lofty, and hollowed quite 
through into magnificent arches. 'Through 
theſe the ſea ruſhes with great noiſe and 
impetuoſity. Next we find the houle and 
caitle of Kei, ſituated on the fide of Sin- 
cluir' Bay. From Meſter Loch deſcends the 
{mall river Rice, which fails into this bay. 
Both the lake and the river are well ſtored 
with excellent trout. Between Rice and 
the Tower of Akergill the links, or downs 
along the ſhore, were once a moraſs; but 
are now covered with (and. Peats are 
dug, to this day, ten teet under the ſand. 

Ncar the promontory of No/s-head are 
the ruinous caſtles of Sinclair and Girnigs, 
pitched 
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pitched on the ſummits of two adjacent 
rocks, between which, for the mutual ſe- 
curity of their jealous owners, there had 
been anciently a drawbridge. 

At the village oft Szaxigo, the herring 
and cod-fiſhing has, of late, been carried 
on with great ſucceſs. Red herrings are 
here prepared in conſiderable quantities. 

The borough of ic is tituated at the 
mouth of a ſmall river that bears its name. 
It is inhabited by about a thouſund per- 
ſons. The chief trade of this town de- 
pends on the cod and herring fiſhery. Its 
inhabitants ſuifer great inconvenience from 
the ſcarcity of fuel. 

Near Ollie caſtle a copper-mine was 
once worked. In this neighbourhood is 
the Stack of Hempriggs, a vait arched rock, 
ſurrounded by the tea, through which 
boats can pals. Immente numbers ot ica- 
ftowls lodge in this rock. 

Near the houſe of Ulb/ter, many great 
caverns on the {hore extend ſeveral hun- 
dred yards under ground. Into theſe the 
ſeal-hunters enter in ſmall boats, with 
lighted torches, and then, making u note, 
alarm the ſeals, which thev kill with clubs 
as they attempt to pals, 

In 


62 SCOTLAND DELINEATED. 


In the river of Berridale, near the caſtle 
of that name, there is an excellent ſalmon. 
fiſhing. 

The whole ſouth-weſt part of the ſhire 
is occupied by great mountains, the abode 
of roes, and of various ſorts of game. The 
rocky ſummits of the hills give ſhelter to 
the eagle, and to other birds of prey ; and 
the lakes are often viſited by the ſwan, 
and by numerous water-fowls. A vaſt 
ridge of hills forms the ſouth-weſtern 
boundary of the ſhire, terminating in a 
great promontory, called the Ord of Cazth- 
neſs. Along the ſide of this ſteep hill, 
there is cut a winding road, (the only en- 
trance into Caithneſs from the ſouth), im- 
pending, as it were, above the ſea. 

The climate of Caithneſs is comparative- 
ly good; and the ſoil around the coaſt is 
capable of great improvement. Shell-ſand 
and ſea-weed for manure are found in 
abundance; yet, notwithſtanding theſe ad- 
vantages, there is but little cultivation. 
Black cattle are the principal ſtock on the 
farms; and the few ſheep which the far- 
mers poſſeſs are generally houſed every 
night, to ſave them from the predatory 
animals ; eagles and foxes being here un- 
commonly ſtrong and bold. 

'The 
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The number of inhabitants in this coun- 
ty is ſuppoled to be about twenty-five 
thouſand. 

The chief exports from Caithn«is are 
beef, meal and barley, yarn, butter, cheeic, 
ſkins, feathers, and ſome kelp ; aliu her- 
rings, cod and ſalmon. 

Though Engliſh is, for the moſt part, 
ſpoken by thoſe who live on the coaſt, 
yet in the bigh parts of the country the 
Gaelic prevails. 

In remote times, this part of Scotland 
was the theatre of almoſt perpetual 
war; and many of the ancient caſtles 
ſcattered over the country have been the 
ſcene of treachery, murder, and rapine. 
A recital of ſuch horrid deeds would be 
foreign to our preſent purpoſe. Happily 
the exemplary candour and unbounded 
hoſpitality of the gentlemen here, now 
form a pleaſing contraſt with ancient bar- 
barity. The preſent Sheriff of the coun- 
ty, James TxAiL, Eſq. of Hobbiſter, who 
has devoted his whole attention to the im- 
provement of bis eſtate, and the comfort 
of his tenants, deſerves to be mentioned 
as a character truly patriotic. 


SUTHER- 
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Tuis ſhire is bounded on the north by 
the ſea; on the eaſt by Caithneſs and the 
Frith of Dornoch ; on the ſouth by Roſs- 
ſhire; and on the weſt by the channel 
called the Minch. Being thus waſhed on 
three ſides by the ſea, its figure is render- 
ed extremely irregular, by numerous deep 
indentations and large projections; yet 
ſtraight lines, joining its five extreme 
points, would not be very unequal. Its 
greateſt extent from eaſt to weſt is about 
fifty miles; and from north to ſouth ſome- 
what more. 

Thoſe parts of the country, denomina- 
ted Foreſts, were anciently covered with 
wood. The moſt conſiderable are Tay, 
and Lord Rae's Foreſt, in the diſtrict of 
Diurneſs and Dirrymuir Foreſt. Theſe 
are now deſtitute of trees, preſenting to 
view dreary and trackleſs deſerts; and 
bleak mountains, where herds of wild roes 
roam at large among the deep heath. On 
this coaſt appears the vaſt promontory of 
Cape Wrath, which forms the north-weſt 


point of Britain. 
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The river Diurneſs, which riſes on the 
ſouthern mountains, terminates in a great 
inlet of the ſea called the Kyle, where 
there is an excellent fiſhing. On the neigh- 
bouring ſhore is the noted cavern of Smorw, 
running ſo far under ground, that its ex- 
tremity, it is ſaid, could never be explored. 

Loch Ertbol is an arm, or inlet of the 
ſea, capable of affording a ſafe retreat to 
the largeſt veſſels. It receives ſeveral 
ſtreams, particularly that which flows 
from the great lake called Loch Hope. 
On the river Strathmore, that falls into 
Loch Hope, are the ruins of Dun Dorna- 
dilla, a curious ancient building or fort. 

The village of Tongue 1s fituated on an 
arm of the ſea, called the Kyle of Tongue, 
in which ſeveral ſmall iflands are ſcatter- 
ed. It is ſurrounded by many deep mo- 
raſſes, lakes and rivers, where the ſportſ- 
man may find an inexhauſtible fund of 
amuſement. 

The diſtrict of Strathnaver comprehends 
the whole north-eaſt part of this ſhire. It 
takes its name from the river Naver, 
which deſcends from a ſpacious lake near 
the centre of the county, and, after paſſing 
ſeveral ſmall villages, falls into the ſea at 
E Farr, 
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Farr, where there is an excellent ſalmon. 
fiſhing. 

The river Strathy paſſes through a plain 
and fertile country, and flows into an ex- 
tenſive bay, covered by a large promon- 
tory, to both of which it gives its name. 

Halladale and ſeveral ſmaller ſtreams 
deſcend from the mountains bordering on 
Caithneſs. From the ſouth fide of the 
ſame mountains, ſprings the river Helmf- 
dale, which, rolling over its rocky bottom 
toward the Ord of Caithneſs, becomes, at 
that place, deep, rapid, and dangerous to 
the traveller, there being no bridge over 


the river. At its mouth there is a good 


ſalmon fiſhery. 

Proceeding along the coaſt to the ſouth, 
the country is fertile and populous. At 
Brora, there is a coal-mine, which has 
been opened at different times fince the 
beginning of laſt century, but it appears 
not to have been ſufficiently productive 
to defray the expence of working. Free- 
ſtone 1s allo found here. Above Brora, the 
river which iſſues from a beautiful lake of 


the ſame name, forms ſeveral fine caſcades. 


The limeſtone quarry above this place, is 
an intereſting fund of ſpeculation ; the va- 
riety of ſhells contained in the heart of the 
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Rone, is equally ſurprifing and beautiful. 
Many precipices on the banks of the river 
are alſo full of ſhells. Near this river, are 
ſeen the remains of ſeveral of thoſe cu- 
rious circular towers, of which the ule and 
origin have ſtill baffled the reſearches of 
the antiquary. 

Near Brora is Dunrobin Caſtle, the ſeat 
of the family of SUTHERLAND. It is beau- 
tifully fituated on an eminence, near the 
ſea, ſurrounded by rich and cultivated 
fields, and embelliſhed with hanging woods 
and winding rivulets. In its vicinity 1s 


the village of Go/ſpy, ſtretching along the 


ſhore. 

On the ſouth fide of an arm of the ſea 
called Fleet Loch, is Sktibo, a feat of Lord 
Durrus, with fine gardens. 

At Embo, a village in this neighbour- 
hood, in 1727, an unhappy female was 
burned for the imaginary crime of witch- 
craft ; the laſt inſtance, ſo far as we know, 
of theſe frantic executions in Scotland. 

Dornoch, the county-town, is fituated 
at the entrance of a noble frith of the ſame 
name. 'This town, though now a ſmall 
place, and half in ruins, was once the re- 
ſidence of the Biſhops of Caithneſs. The 
cathedral, like moſt others, was in form 
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of a croſs, and is now a ruin, except a 
part which is occupied at preſent as the 
pariſh church. Dornoch contains about 
five hundred inhabitants. 

At Creech, a little to the weſt of Dor- 
noch, there is an extenſive wood of oak 
and fir. 

Along the Frith of Dornoch, the coun- 
try is populous and well cultivated ; but 
in the mountainous parts, there are few 
inhabitants, and no villages. Amid the 
mountains, is the great lake called Loch 
Shin, about eighteen miles long, from 
which a rapid ſtream deſcends to the 
Frith of Dornoch. About eight or nine 
miles above Dornoch ferry, at Inverſbin, 
there is a fine water-fall, and falmon-leap, 
as it is called, where thoſe fiſh that fail in 
the leap are frequently caught in a baſket 
placed on purpoſe below, where the wa- 
ter ſhoots over the rock in a great body. 
Sturgeons are frequently found in this 
river. 

To the weſt, the diſtrit of Ant ex- 
hibits an aſſemblage of rugged mountains, 
heaped, as it were, on each other, and 
ſeemingly torn and ſhattered by ſome 
great convulſion of nature. This region 
of ſterility, however, abounds with lime- 

ſtone 
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ſtone and fine marble. Toward the roc- 
ky peninſula of Ant Point, are ſeveral 
vaſt conic hills, the higheſt of which is 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Sugar 
Loaf. 

On the weſt coaſt are many creeks and 
inlets of the fea, improperly called Lochs. 
The moſt remarkable are Scow1te, near the 
village of Glendue ; Loch Badcaal, near 
Eddrachilles; and to the north, Locb 
Laxford, and Inchard. All theſe abound 
with fiſh. 

According to the lateſt computation, 
the number of inhabitants in Sutherland 
is nearly twenty-three thouſand. 


E a ROSS. 
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Tris is an extenſive ſhire, ſtretching 
from ſea to fea. It is bounded on the 
north by Sutherland and the Frith of 
Dornoch ; on the eaſt by the Moray 
Frith; on the ſouth by Inverneſsſhire; 
and on the weſt by the Minch. It ex- 
tends almoſt fixty miles from north to 
fouth, and above ſeventy from eaſt to 
weſt. 

The north-weſt part of this county, 
bordering on Aſſynt, is a deſolate and 
dreary region. Nothing is here ſeen, as 
far as the eye can reach, but vaſt piles of 
rocky mountains, with ſummits broken, 
ſerrated, and ſpiring into every terrific 
form ; with ſnowy glaciers lodged in the 
deep ſhaded apertures. But amid theſe, 
the moſt ſtriking object is an entire 
mountain of whitiſh marble, ſo extenfive, 
ſmooth, and glofly, as to appear like an 
immenſe ſheet of ice. 

The country to the eaſt is enriched by 
a proſpect of woods, lakes, and rivers ; 
and on the Frith of Dornoch there are 
ſeveral villages, lately erected; particular- 
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ly on the river Nyle, where, toward eſta- 
bliſhing a cotton manufacture, a ſociety of 
Glaſgow gentlemen have handſomely ſub- 
ſcribed. Theſe improvements are owing 
to the exertions of the patriotic proprie- 
tors of this pait of the country. 

On the ſouth bank of the Frith is fi- 
tuated the borough of Tain. It contains 
more than a thouſand inhabitants. The 
tolbooth is a remarkable ſquare tower, de- 
corated with five ſpires. The collegiate 
church of this place was founded in 1481; 
and the whole building remains ſtill pretty 
entire. | 

On the eaſt of Tain a great peninſula 
projects into the lea, terminating in a pro- 
montory called Tarbatneſs., On this pen- 
inſula, near the village of Fearn, are the 
ruins of an abbey ; and thoſe, alſo, of the 
ſtrong caſtles of Lochlin and Cadbol. To 
the ſouth is Tarlogie, the property of Lord 
ANKERVILLE, and Balnagowan, the fa- 
muly-ſeat of the late gallant Admiral, Sir 
Joun Lockmnakr Ross. 

On the eſtate of Shandwick, the pro- 
perty of Mr CockBukn Ross, there are 
many ſtupendous caverns on the coaſt, 
lome of which have their vaulted roofs 
covered with beautiful incruſtations of 

E 4 ſtalactites. 
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ſtalactites. In the church of Nigg are 
ſeen ſeveral curious monumental ſtones, 
thought to be Daniſh. 

Dingwall is a royal borough, contain- 
ing about ſeven hundred inhabitants. 
Some linen-yarn is here manufactured ; 
and there is a lint-mill in the neighbour- 
hood. The town is ſeated on the head of 
the Frith of Cromarty. This great arm of 
the ſea penetrates above thirty miles into 
the country. Its entrance is formed by 
two huge rocky promontories, called the 
Sutors, or Shooters, of Cromarty, 


+ + + + + + + © Quorum ſub vertice late 
« ZEquora tuta ſilent.” 


From this ſtrait, inwards, the Frith ex- 
pands into a capacious bay, encompaſſed 
by low land, which riſes gradually back- 
ward into hills. It is impoſſible to ima- 
gine a finer harbour: it well merits the 
name, ſometimes given it, of Portus Salutis. 
On the ſummit of a hill, not far from 
Dingwall, is a remarkable ancient fort, 
called Knockfarril. The ſtones that com- 
poſe this building, appear to have been 
ſubjected to the action of fire, and are in 
many parts entirely vitrified. Similar forts 
are ſeen in different parts of the country. 
| 1 
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In this neighbourhood is Caſtle Braan, 
the ſeat of the family of Sxa rox r H, ſur- 


' rounded with ancient wood, and ſkreened 


by lofty mountains. Great numbers of 
firs are here annually planted by the pa- 
triotic proprietor. 

To the eaſt, on the other fide of the 


river Conan, is the village of Ferrinto/h, 


noted for excellent malt ſpirits. The fa- 
mily of CuLLopen, who are proprietors 
of this place, obtained, for the eminent 
fervices they had rendered to their coun- 
try, the fingular privilege of diſtilling 
malt ſpirits on their eſtate free of duty; 
but, in 1786, this immunity was revoked 
by Government, and the proprietor allow- 
ed a handiome compenſation. 

On the coaſt of the Moray Frith, near- 
ty oppoſite to Fort George, 1s the borough 
of Fortroſe. This town, which compre- 
hends Ro/ſemarkie and Chanonry, contains 
nearly eight hundred inhabitants. The 
Frith 1s, at this place, very narrow, being 
only about a mile broad. It expands toward 
the ſouth-weſt, and becomes again very itrait 
near Inverneſs, where it bends to the weſt, 
and forms a noble eſtuary with the river 


* Berwley, or Beauly, which. at this place, is the 


toutherr 
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ſouthern boundary of Roſsſhire. This ri. 
ver abounds with ſalmon and trout. The 
fiſhings are valuable, and are farmed by a 
Berwick Company. The neighbouring 
mountains and woods afford ſhelter to a 
variety of game. Near the mouth of the 
Beauly, there is a ſaw-mill. In this vi- 
cinity, is the ſeat of the family of Lo- 
VAT. 

The rivers Conan and Orran deſcend 
from the welt, through woody banks, and, 
uniting their ſtreams, meet the ſea near 
Dingwall. Near this place is ſeen the 
lofty mountain Benwewi/h, caped with 
perpetual ſnow. Proceeding weſtward 
through Fainiſh Foreſt, the country is 
mountainous and deſert for above thirty 
miles. 

Beyond theſe mountains, on the weſt 
coaſt, is ſeen the great lake or arm of the 
ſea called Loch Broom. 

This extenſive ſalt water lake has long 
been noted for herrings of peculiar ex- 
cellence, and is eſteemed one of the beſt 
fiſhing- ſtations on the coaſt. Here ap- 
pears the newly erected village of Ula- 
pool, now riſing under the patronage of 
the Socicty for promoting the Britiſh Fiſh- 

eries. 
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eries v. It is ſituated on a triangular plain, 
projecting into the lea. 

The great bay at the entrance of Loch 
Broom, called Loch More, 1s ſprinkled 
with ſmall rocky iſlands, named Summer 
Iftes | 

The herrings commonly arrive here in 
July, though the period of their arrival 
is by no means certain. Such incredible 
quantities of them have at ſome times 
crowded into this and other inlets on the 
weſtern coaſt of Scotland, that, at low wa- 
ter, the beach, within the ſea- mark, for ſe- 
veral miles, has been covered by thoſe left 
by the tide. Innumerable ſea-fowls follow 
the berring-ſhoals. Theſe birds catch up 
the fiſh, while they ſwim near the ſurface. 
But the cod-fiſh, the haddock, and the 
dog-fiſh, the porpoiſe and the whale, are 
their more potent and aſſiduous perſecu- 
tors. The whales deliberately open their 
great mouths, and devour them by thou- 

ſands. 


Beſides the Britiſh Fithing Society, which was 
inſtituted for promoting the fiiheries on the of 
Scotland, another very reſpectable Society ge- 
ly been formed, which has for its peculiar oviect te- 
:mprovement of the Highland“. 
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ſands. Theſe monſters, however, keep on 
the outſide of the column; for the pha- 
lanx of herrings is ſo thick as to be im- 
penetrable to ſuch unwieldy animals. 

A long flip of land divides Loch Broom 
from Loch Beg, Little Loch Broom, and 
Loch Groinard, which laſt three are only 
different parts of the ſame inlet. 


Southward from theſe about ſeven | 


miles, lies the great freſh water lake call- 
ed Loch Maree. It is about eighteen 
miles long, and, at ſome parts, four broad. 
Many ſmall iſlands are ſcattered over its 
whole extent. It abounds with ſalmon, 
char, and large trout. 

Gairloch 1s a large bay, which gives 
name to a tract of land near it. In this 
bay the fiſhing of cod and other white fiſh 
is very conſiderable. 

Both this diftri& and that of Applecroſs 
are populous, and abound in paſture. The 
foil near the ſhore and in the valleys is 
fertile; but the back ground is uncom- 
monly mountainous and wild. 

Between Gairloch and Applecroſs Loch 
Terridon ſpreads its waters, dividing into 
many creeks and bays. 

Between Loch Garron and Loch Duich 
is the peninſula of Kintail, which forms 

the 
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the ſouth-weſt corner of the county. In 
the arm of the fea called Loch Xiſſern, 
and in all the inlets on this coaſt, the 
fiſhing is excellent. 

The hills of this country feed many 
ſmall cattle, and ſheep and goats. The 
woods and thickets are the reſort of ſtags 
and roes, and the haunt of the fingularly 
beautiful bird called the Capercaillie, or 
Cock of the wood. In fize, this bird 1s 
equal almoſt to a domeſtic turkey, and is 
of a bright azure colour. On the ſum- 
mits of the high and rocky mountains, is 


found the Ptarmigan, about the ſize of a 


partridge; a ſimple bird, that owes its ſafe- 
ty often to its gray colour, exactly reſem- 
bling the ſtones among which it lodges. 
In winter, however, its colour is changed 
to a pure white, like the ſnow in which 
it often then buries itſelf. 

The inhabitants of the weſtern and 
mountainous parts of this county, as well 
as thoſe of Sutherland, uſe the Gaelic lan- 
guage ; but on the eaſtern coaſt, Engliſh 
is ſpoken, in general, though the Gaelic is 
alſo underſtood. 

The number of perſons in the ſhire of 
Roſs is probably about forty thouſand. 


CROMARTY. 
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CROMARTY. 


Tuts ſmall ſhire comprehends part of a 
peninſula * on the ſouth fide of the Frith 
to which it gives name. On the ſouth 
and the weſt, it is bounded by Roſsſhire. 
Its length, from eaſt to weſt, is about 
twelve miles; its greateſt breadth about 
three. 

The country is fertile and well cultiva- 
ted: But though, in the days of James V. 
it was a foreſt, and afforded ſhelter to ma- 
ny wolves, it 1s now almoſt deſtitute of old 
trees. The patriotic proprictor of the e- 
ſtate of Cromarty, however, and other 

neighbouring 


The peninſula, which is interjected between the 
Friths of Beauly and Cromarty, is known to the na- 
tives by the name of the Black Ilſe. This name it 
has obtained either from the vaſt tract of the black 
heathy common of Mzilbuy, which extends almoſt 
from one end of the peninſula to the other, or from 
its beiog leis frequently covered with ſnow than the 
neighbouring high country, 
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neighbouring proprietors, are now making 
many improvements ; of theſe, ſome very 
extenfive plantations are not the leaſt im- 
portant. 

The borough of Cromarty has a manu- 
facture of coarſe cloth, and a conſiderable 
coaſting-trade in corn, thread, yarn, nails, 
fiſh and ſkins of various forts. Of this 
trade, the neighbouring villages of Kirkmi- 
chael, Roſalis and Urquhart partake, being 
all ſeated on the Frith. 

The number of inhabitants in Cromarty 
is ſuppoſed to be between three and four 
thouſand. 

Cromarty ſends a member to Parliament 
alternately with 


NAIRNE. 


Tuis ſmall county is indented, as it were, 
between Inverneſs and Moray ſhires; ha- 
ving the Moray Frith on the north. It 
extends about fifteen miles from north to 
ſouth, and about twelve from eaſt to weſt. 

In this ſhire there are ſevcral beautiful 
ſtreams and lakes, abounding with fiſh, 
and adorned with wood. The houſe of 
Calder ſtands on the river Nairne. Stran- 
gers are here ſhown the bed in which, tra- 

dition 
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dition fays, Duncan was murdered by 
MacBern. The draw-bridge, too, which 
is entire, exhibits a curious ſpecimen of 
antique architecture. In the extenſive 
wood of Calder are ſeen many venerable 
oaks. 

The borough of Nairze has but little 
trade. Its exports are ſome fiſh, corn, 
cattle, yarn, and a few other articles. 

The number of inhabitants in this town 
is about two thouſand. 


The labour of the huſbandman in this 


county 1s chiefly carried on by oxen. The 
ſoil being rocky, oxen are found more 
patient of the frequent interruption in 
ploughing it than horſes. It is, however, 
rich, and in general well cultivated. 


INVER- 
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Tuis is the moſt extenſive ſhire in Scot- 
land. It is bounded on the north by Roſs- 
ſhire ; on the eaſt by Nairne, Moray, and 
Aberdeen ſhires; on the ſouth by Perth 
and Argyle ſhires; and on the weſt by 
the Atlantic Ocean. Its extent from north 
to ſouth is above fifty miles; from caſt 
to weſt about eighty. Its north-eaſt cor- 
ner, detached from the reit of the county, 
runs down along both ſides of the river 
Spey in a narrow lip, interjected between 
Moray and Banft ſhires. 

The northern part of this county 1s very 
mountainous and barren. In the diſtri 


of Glenelg are ſeen the ruins of ſeveral an- 


cient circular buildings, ſimilar to thoſe 
in the Weſtern Iſles, Sutherland and Roſs 
ſhires, whether Danith torts, Druid tem- 
ples, or whatever they have been. Theſe 
buildings, in their outward appearance, 
are round and tapering, like glaſs-houſes. 
In the heart of the wall, which is. perpen- 
dicular within, are horizontal galleries go- 
ing quite round, and connected by ſtairs. 
Theſe aſcend toward the top, which is 

F open. 
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open. They are all built of ſtone, with. 
out lime or mortar of any kind. They 
have no openings outward, except the doors 
and the top ; but there are ſeveral in the 
inſide, as windows to the galleries. Some 
of theſe ſtructures ſtand low, with higher 
ground near them: It is therefore very 
unlikely that they ſhould ever have been 
intended for watch towers, as {ome have 
ſuppoled. e 
From Bernera Barracks, in this di- 
ſtrict, proceeds the military road to In- 
verneſs. To the north, through the mar- 
ſhy plain called Strathglafſs, flows the river 
Glaſs,. which unites its ſtream with that of 
Bewley, on the border of Roſsſhire. Here 
the wondy mountains are the haunt of 
ſtags and roes. The heath is poſſeſſed by 
black game and grouſe ; and the lofty ſum- 
mits of the hills, by the ptarmigan, and by 
the Alpine hare,—an animal of a ſmaller 
ſize than the common hare, of a bluiſh grey 
colour in ſummer, but in winter its colour 
changes to a ſnowy whiteneſs. The caper- 
caillie, alſo, though now a very rare bird, 
was, half a century ago, often ſeen among 
the lofty pines in this diſtrict. 
Scotland 1s nearly divided by water in 
the centre of this county ; and when in- 
creaſing 
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creaſing commerce ſhall render it advitable, 
it appears from the ſurvey of an eminent 
engineer, that by means of a canal uniting 
Loch Nets, Loch Oich, Loch Lochy, and 
Loch Eil, a communication might here be 
readily opened between the two ſeas. In 
this track, Fort George, Fort Auguſtus, 
and Fort William, form what is called the 
Chain of Forts, acroſs the iſland. 

Fort George is a ſtrong and regular fort- 
reſs, having ſeveral handſome ſtreets of 
barracks. It is ſituated on the Point of 
Arderſier, a peninſula running into the 
Moray Frith, and completely commands 
the entrance to the harbour of Inverneſs. 

To the ſouth-eaſt of this, is the village 


of Campbelton ; and, nearer Inverneſs, the 


wide heath called Culladen Muir, noted 
for the decilive victory here obtained in 

1746, by the Duke of CUMBERKLAND. 
Inverneſs is a royal borough, pleaſantly 
ſituated on the ſouthern banks of the river 
Neſs, and overlooking the Moray Frith. 
It has a ſaſe and convenient harbour, and 
a good deal of ſhipping. Several large 
buildings have been erected on the north 
lide of the town, in which a confiderable 
manufacture of ropes and canvas is carried 
en. Invernets is an ancient and flouriſh- 
+ ing 
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ing town, being the chief market to a wide 
tract of country around. An Academy is 
here eſtabliſhed on a very reſpectable foot- 
ing. The number of inhabitants in Inver- 
neſs is ſuppoſed to exceed ten thouſand. 

On an eminence above the town, are 
ſeen the ruins of the old caſtle of Inver- 
neſs. It was demoliſhed by the Highland. 
ers in 1746. Over the river Neſs, there 
is a handſome bridge of ſeven arches. The 
ſalmon-fiſhery in this river, which is very 
conſiderable, is let to London fiſhmongers, 

The ſoil about Inverneſs 1s fertile and 
well cultivated ; but the want of rain, in 
this part of the country, ſo near the weſt 
coaſt, where there is always ſuperabund- 
ance, ſeems remarkable. An ingenious 
writer obſerves, ** That the mountains on 
„ the weſt, from which the rain generally 
* comes, are ſo ſtrangely formed, and 
„ heaped up to the ſky in ſo many per- 
„ pendicular points, that they naturally 
* occaſion eddies around them, and draw 
„the wind in various directions, making, 
« as it were, a kind of vortex, ſo that the 
clouds cannot eſcape them.“ 

A little to the weſt of Inverneſs is ſeen 
the remarkable vitrified fort called Craig 
Phadrick, The ſtones which compoſe its 

walls, 
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walls, appear to have been partly melted 


by fire. 


The river Neſs is the outlet of the great 
lake called Loch Neſs. This beautiful lake 
is twenty-four miles in length, and, for the 
moſt part, two in breadth. It is ſKreened 
on the north-weſt by the lofty mountains 
of Urquhart and Mealfourvony, and bor- 
dered with coppices of birch and oak. The 
adjacent hills are adorned with many ex- 
tenſive foreſts of pine; which afford ſhel- 
ter to the cattle, and are the retreat of ſtags 
and deer. There is much cultivation and 
improvement on the banks of Loch Nets; 
and the paſture-grounds in the neighbour- 
ing vallies are excellent. On the ſouth- 
eaſt ſide of the lake, near the inn called 
General's Hut, there is another vitriſied 
fort reſembling Craig Phadrick, on a co- 
nical hill, named Dunjardel*. 

F 3 From 


— — — 


Theſe ancient forts have been accurately deſeri- 
bed by Al EXa DEA Frasza-TyTiar, Eſq; F. K. S. 
Edin. in the ſecond volume of the Tranfactious of 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh. I hat gentleman 
's of opinion, that fire has not been employed to ce- 
ment the ſtones in building theſe forts, as ſome have 
imagined, but that they have acquired a vitrified 


— from their having been demoliſhed by 
re. 
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From the ſouth, the river Fyers deſcends 
toward this lake. Over this river there 1s 
built a ſtupendous bridge, on two oppoſite 
rocks; the top of the arch is above a hun- 
dred feet from the level of the water. A 
little below the bridge is the celebrated 
Fall of Fyers, where a great body of wa- 
ter darts through a narrow gap between 
two rocks, then falls over a vaſt precipice 
into the bottom of the chaſm, where the 
foam riſes and fills the air like a great 
cloud of ſmoke. | 

Fort Auguſtus, a ſmall fortreſs conſiſting 
of four baſtions, is ſituated on a plain at 
the head of Loch Neſs, between the rivers 
ar and Oich. Over the latter of theſe 
is built a handſome bridge of three arches. 

Loch Oicb is a narrow lake, extending a- 
bout four miles from eaſt to weſt. It is a- 
dorned with ſome ſmall wooded iſlands, and 
1s ſurrounded with ancient trees. Near this, 
is the family-ſeat of Glengary, ſurrounded 
by natural woods of full grown fir, which 
extend nine or ten miles along the banks 
of the river Gary. Mr MacponaL, the 
proprietor, has here erected a ſaw-mill, for 
reducing the logs of timber into planks. 
The waters of Loch Oich flow through 
Loch Neſs into the Eaſtern Sea, 


Lock 
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Loch Lochy tranſmits its waters in an 
oppoſite direction, this being the higheſt 
part of the vaſt flat tract that here extends 
from ſea to fea. This extenſive lake is 
above ten miles in length, and ſeldom ex- 
ceeds two in breadth. From the weſt, the 
waters of Loch Arkek deſcend into this 
lake. Out of it runs the river Lochy. 
which, about a mile below its iſſue from 
the lake, receives the Sean, a conſiderable 
river, over which there is a magnificent 
bridge, built by General War, about two 
miles above the place where it falls into 
the Lochy. Lheſe united ſtreams, traverie 
the plains of Lochaber, and, after a courſe 
of five or fix miles, fall into Loch Eil. 

A few miles to the ſouth-eaſt of Loch 
Lochy is Glenroy, or King's Vale. The 
north-eaſt end of this valley opens on Loch 
Spey. A ſmall river paſſes along the bot- 
tom of the vale, accompanied by a modern 
road. On the declivity of the mountains, 
about a mile from the river, on both ſides, 
are ſeen ſeveral parallel roads of great an- 
tiquity. Theſe roads are each of them 
thirty feet broad, all perfetly horizon- 
tal, and extend eight or nine miles in 
length. Their deſtination or uſe has bat- 


fled the conjectures of antiquaries. 
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Fort William and the village of Mary. 
burgh are ſituated on the narrow arm of 
the ſea, called Loch Eil, where it bends to- 
ward the north-weſt. At its weſtern ex- 
tremity, a very ſhort canal, not exceeding 
a mile in length, would connect it with 
Loch Sbiel. Fort William is of a triangu- 
lar form, having two baſtions. In the 
neighbourhood appears the ancient caſtle 
of Inderlochy, adorned with four large tur- 
rets. This edifice was anciently a ſcat of 
the kings of Scotland. Tradition ſays, 
that a city once ſtood in this place; and 
that Achalus, who, in 792, concluded a 
treaty with CHARLEMAGNE, reſided here. 
Not far from this ſoars the lofty ſummit 
of Bennevis, covered with ſnow. This 
mountain, which is eſteemed the higheſt 
in Britain, riſes more than four thouſand 
three hundred feet above the level of the 
lea. On one ſide, it exhibits a precipice, 
nearly perpendicular, almoſt the whole 
tzeight of the mountain. 

In the diſtricts of Moydart, Araſaick, 
Morer, and Knoydart, there are numerous 
bays and creeks, along the coaſt, many of 
which might be excellent fiſhing ſtations. 

It is very remarkable, that moſt of the 
zreat lakes in this country, notwithſtand- 
ing 
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ing the coldneſs of the climate, are ſeldom 
or never known to freeze; much lets are 
the arms of the ſea, even in the moſt north- 
ern parts of Scotland, ſubject ta congela- 
tion, in the hardeſt ſeaſons; while the 
Texel, and many bays and great rivers in 
Holland and Germany, are covered with 
ice. 

The ſouthern part of this ſhire is very 
mountainous. This lofty region is ſuppo- 
ſed to be the moſt elevated ground in Scot- 
land. From its numerous lakes, many 
ſtreams deſcend toward both ſeas. In the 
extenſive diſtrict called Badenocb, lies Loch 
Spey, the ſource of the great river Spey, 
which, proceeding eaſtward, with an in- 
creaſing ſtream, enters the ſhire of Moray 
at Rothiemurchus, after having expanded 
into a fine lake. Not far from this, is ſeen 
the lofty top of Cairngorm, riſing about 
four thouſand feet above the level of the 
ſea. This mountain is celebrated for its 
beautiful rock-cryſtals of various tints. 
Theſe are much eſteemed by lapidaries ; 
and ſome of them, having the luſtre of {inc 
gems, bring a very high price, 

In this county, limeſtone, iron-ore, and 
ſome traces of different minerals, are found; 
but no mines have yet been worked with 
much ſucceſ.. 

Tic 
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The extenſive plains which ſurround the 
lakes, are, in general, fertile ; and the high 
grounds feed many ſheep and black cattle, 
the rearing and felling of which is the 
chief trade of the inhabitants. | 

By the preſent ſpirited exertions of the 
gentlemen in this populous county, the 
commerce and the induſtry of the inhabi- 
tants have of late been greatly increaſed. 
To facilitate the communication with other 
parts, application has been made to Par- 
liament, for leave to levy a tax on the pro- 
prietors of land, for improving the roads 
and erecting bridges in this extenſive ſhire. 

The commonalty in the high parts of 
the county, and on the weſtern ſhore, ſpeak 
Gaelic ; but the people of faſhion in In- 
verneſs, and its vicinity, uſe the Engliſh 
language, and pronounce it with ſuch pro- 
priety, that their accent attracted the no- 
tice and the praiſe of that celebrated philo- 
logiſt Dr SamutL JonnsoNn, who viſited 
Scotland between twenty and thirty years 
ago. 

The number of inhabitants in this coun- 
ty, (excluſive of the iflands politically at- 
tached to it), is probably about forty-eight 
thouſand. 


MORAY. 
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Tux ſhire of Moray, or Murray, is 
ſometimes called Elgin, from the name of 
its chief town. It is bounded cn the north- 
weſt by the county of Nairne and the Mo- 
ray Frith; on the eaſt by Banffſhire; on 
the ſouth and weſt by Inverneſsſhire. Its 
form is irregular, being broken in the 
centre by a detached part of Inverneſs- 
ſhire, of about thirty miles in circuit. It 
alſo contains a detached portion of Nairne- 
ſhire. Its length from eaft to weſt is a- 
bout fifty miles; its extent along the coaſt 
about twenty. 

Upon entering this county from the 
weſt, two objects attract particular notice: 
the foreſt and caſtle of Tarnaway, the an- 
cient reſidence of the Earls of Mok Ax, to 
whom it ſtill belongs. This caſtle 1s fa- 
mous for its ſpacious hall, called Ran- 
dolph's Hall, from its founder Earl Rax- 
DOLPH, one of the great ſupporters of Ro- 
BERT BkUCE. It is timbered at top like 
Weſtminſter-hall. In the days of the Re- 
gent MURRAY, it might have vicd in ſplen- 

dour 
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dour and magnificence with any teat of 
royalty. 

The foreſt, extending along the ſide of 
a hill, facing the eaſt, with the river Find. 
horn rolling along at its bottom, 1s a yery | 
great ornament to the country. The no- 
ble proprietor, along with the more ſo. 
lid profits which reward his ſucceſsful ex- 
ertions, merits no ſmall ſhare of praiſe, for 
what he has done to improve and extend 
it. 
The woods of Altyre, on the oppoſite 
ſide of the river, thoſe of Blairvie, and the 
caſtle of Burgee, are alſo worthy of notice. 

To the left of the river, along the ſhore | 
of the Moray Frith, there are ſeveral hills 
of looſe ſand. This ſand being eafily put 
in motion by the wind, has overwhelmed | 
a great tract of the adjacent plain, fo that 
an eſtate which was rented a century ago 
at three hundred pounds a-year, is now a 
waſte of ſand, with here and there the top- 
branch of a tree, or a chimney-top appear- | 
ing above it, and marking the places where | 
the principal houſes and orchards are thus 
irretrievably loſt. 

The borough of Forres, a neat ſmall 
town, pleaſantly ſituated on a riſing ground, 
at the foot of ſome little hills, contains 
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above two thouſand inhabitants, and ſtands 
cloſe by a ſmall river, about two miles to 
the eaſt of the river Findhorn. A little to 
the north-caſt, near the public road, is a 
remarkable column called King Seven's or 
Sweno's ſtone, above twenty feet high, and 
above three feet broad, covered on both 
ſides with antique ſculpture. It is ſaid to 
have been crected in memory of a victory 
obtained over the Danes, juſt before their 
final retreat from Scotland in 1008. 

About two miles farther to the north- 
eaſt ſtood the Abbey of Kinloſs, tome parts 
of whoſe ſtately ruins ſtill remain. 

The river Findhorn, already mentioned, 
deſcending from the ſouth-weſt, after a 
courſe of about fifty miles through Inver- 
neſsſhire, Nairne, and the north-weſt cor- 
ner of this county, here forms a beautitul 
bay, to which it gives name. 

Findhorn ſtands on a point at the mouth 
of the bay. It is a conſiderable fiſhing- 
town, having a commodious ſtation tor 
ſhips, and a tolerable harbour. From this 
place, confiderable quantities of dricd 
white fiſh are annually exported. 

About four miles diſtant, on a point of 
land, running out at Brugb- bead, are ſcen 
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the remains of a ſtrong Daniſh tort, which 
was long held as a place of arms, and a key 
for the entrance of thoſe ruthleſs freeboot. 
ers into this fertile county. The village 
of Brugh- head, on the welt ſide of the pro- 
montory, contains about four hundred in. 
habitants, moſt of whom follow a ſeafaring 
life. Nature has here pointed out a ſtation 
well adapted for a deep, capacious, and 
ſafe harbour, at nearly an equal diſtance 
trom Forres and Elgin. 

At the village of Duffus, there is a 
{quare, in the centre of which the church 
is placed, with a regularly paved ſtreet on 
each fide of the ſquare, ſaid to be the 
workmanſhip of CxoMwELL's ſoldiers. 

To the north-weſt of the lake of Spyne, 
on an artificial mound, furrounded with a 
foſſe and draw-bridge, ſtand the walls of 
the ſtrong caſtle of 0/4 Duffus, one of the 
moſt pictureſque and beautiful objects 
which that part of the county exhibits. 

Elgin or Elgyn, the county-town, 1s plea- 
ſantly ſituated on the banks of the river 
Lofſi2. This ancient city contains between 
three and four thouſand inhabitants. Many 
of the old buildings are erected over piaz- 
Zas. 'The cathedral was Ow by AN- 
DREW, Dean of Moa, in 1224. It was 
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one of the nobleſt Gothic edifices in Scot- 
land: Its ſuperb ruins are à ſufficient 
proof of its former magnificence. 

The village of Laie mouth poſleſſes ſome 
coaſting trade. 

About four miles diſtant, to the ſouth- 
weſt, in a plain, are the ruins of — 
dine Priory. 

A little to the cult of Elgin is the pa- 
lace of Spynie, in former times the refi- 
dence of the Biſhop of Moray: The fine 
lake in its vicinity is about three miles in 
length, and one in breadth, Swans and 
other waterfowls reſort to this lake, and 
add much to its beauty. Near this place 
ſtood the Priory of Urquhart, founded by 
Davip I.; but no veſtiges of it now appear. 

The lake of Cots, half-a-mile diftant, 
was once a part of Spynic. Lochnabee, a- 
bout three miles in circumference, has an 
iſland covered with wood. The extenſive 
and thriving foreſt, planted around this 
lake by the Earl of Firs, is the haunt of a 
good many red deer. 

The great and rapid river Spey-divides 
this county to the ſouth-caſt, from Banfl- 
thire, for more than twenty miles. The 
impetuoſity of the Spey, after great rains, 
when ſwelled by the torrents from the 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring mountains, is almoſt beyond 
conception. In 1768 the river overflowed 
the adjacent fields to a vaſt extent, ſwept 
olf the corn, and tore up by the roots ma- 
ny large trees. Salmon were found daſh- 
ed among the rocks at a hundred yards 
diſtance from the channel of the river. 
This river, which, as already noticed, de- 
ſcends from a lake in Inverneſsſhire, after 
receiving numerous ſtreams, in a courſe of 
above ſeventy miles, empties itſelf into the 
ſea at the village of Garmouth or Speymautb. 
There are here ſaw-mills, and docks for 
ſhip-buildiag. The veſſels are built of the 
fir from the woods of Glenmore. From 
this place immenſe 3 of ſalmon 
are ſent to London. 

On the banks of the Spey are Caſtle 
Grant, and the villages of Granton and 
Cromdale, all belonging to Inverneſsſhire. 
Along the fouth fide of the river, are 
toreſts of full grown trees, extending 
about twenty miles in length. Many 


of the firs are of ſufficient ſize to form 


maſts for. the largeſt veſſels. When the 


Spey is {welled by rains, the trees are 
floated down the river, in great quantities. 
The York-buildings Company had, in this 
neighbourhood, a great icon-work ; but it | 
15 
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is now given up. Some branches of ma- 
nufacture, however, have been introduced 
into the village of Granton. 

The lake of Zuch-in-Dorb, in this vici- 
nity, is of coniiderable extent. On an 
iſland in this lake, ſtood a caftle or fortrei+, 
of great ſtrength, often mentioned by the 
hiſtorians of King David BRUCE. 

The extenlive valley called Strathſpey, 
is noted for giving name to a very ftrik- 
ing and popular ſpecies of Scottiſh mu- 
fic. In this fertile tract of country, we 
meet with Tullochgorum, Rothicmurchus, 
and ſeveral other places celebrated in ſong. 

Through the weſtern point of the ſhire, 
amid foreſts of ancient trees, flows the ri- 
ver Dulnain, which falls into the Spey 
near the village of Aberucthy. Here are 
four ſ1w-mills, 

This fluce, along the coaſt, is, in gene- 
ral, a level country; and it has been ob- 
terved, that 1-15 rain falls in the flat part 
of this county, than in any other tract of 
equal extent in Scotland. The toil is in 
general rich, producing wheat, barley, outs, 
and flax. The country ſriſes from the ſhore 
toward the ſouth-Wweſt, into hilly grounds, 
winch, however, afford excellent paſture. 

The number of inhabitants in Morayſhire 
may be upwards of twenty-fix thouſand. 
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Tunis ſhire is bounded on the north by 
the Moray Frith; on the ſouth-eaſt by 


the river Deveron, and Aberdeenſhire; 


and on the north-weſt by the river Spey, 
and Morayſhire. Its form reſembles that 
of a wedge ; and it appears as if indented 
between the counties of Moray and Aber- 
deen. Its greateſt length, from north-eaſt 
to ſouth-weſt, is about fifty miles; and 
its extent along the coaſt almoſt thirty, 
including a narrow flip of land, cut off 
from Aberdeenſhire. There is alſo ano- 
ther fragment of Banſtſhire lying a little 
to the north of Peterhead. 

In the ſouth-weſt angle of the county 
rites the river Aven, or Aan, which paſſes 
the village of Kirkmichael, and, dividing 
part of Inverneſsſhire from Banflſhire, falls 
into the Spey at Inveraan. 

To the ſouth-eaſt of Kirkmichael lies 
the vale of Glen Livet, near the head of 
which, at Scala, there is a ſeminary for the 
education of youth of the Roman Catholic 
_ perſuaſion, Alfo, at no great diſtance, 
{lands 
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gands the village of Toumantoul. Farther 
north, on the banks of the Fiddich, ſtand 
the caſtles of Auchendune and Balveny, 
magnificent ruins of the moſt remote an- 
tiquity. Near Balveny caſtle was fought, 
in 1010, the battle of Mortlach, a ſignal 
victory gained over the Danes, by Mar- 
coLM II. 

Nearly in the centre of the county, 1s 
the handſome village of Keith, reared by 
the noble family of FinDLATER. It con- 
tains above a thouſand inhabitants, who are 
chiefly manufacturers. Here is one of the 
beſt markets in the north for black cattle 
and horſes. 

On a plain, near the mouth of the Spey, 
is the town of Fochabers, which is rec- 
xoned a part of Morayſhire. It contains 
near a thouſand inhabitants. At a ſmall 
diſtance, ſtands Gordon Caſtle, the family- 
ſeat of the Duke of GoRx DON; a princely 
ſtructure, now greatly modernized. It is 
ſurrounded by ancient trees, and the plea- 
ſure- grounds are in an elegant taſte. The 
adjacent hills are covered with vaſt plan- 
cations of fir and other trees. 

On the coaſt appear ſeveral fiſhing villa- 
ges. The chief one, called Buckie, con- 
tains about ſeven hundred inhabitants. Be- 
G 2 tween 
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tween this village and Cullen, on an emi- 
nence, in one of Lord FindLATER's inclo- 


ſures, on the ſouth fide of the public road, 


is a large heap of ſtones, called the King's 
Cairn, ſaid to be the burial place of King 
IN pur nus, who was unfortunately flain 
here, after having obtained a complete 
victory over the Danes, in 967. Tradition 
calls this engagement the battle of the 
Bauds. Proceeding eaſtward, we find Cul- 
len-houſe, the family-ſeat of the Earl of 
FixDLATER, ſituated on the edge of a deep 
woody glen, over which there is a hand- 
ſome bridge of a ſingle arch. 

Cullen is a royal borough, though one 
of the ſmalleſt in Scotland. It is inha- 
bited by about fifteen hundred perſons. 
On the ſhore, three lofty ſpiring rocks, 
called the Three Kings of Cons, arc very 
ſtriking objects. 

Portfoy is a handſome feu- port town. 
It contains nearly two thouſand inhabi- 
tants, many of whom are employed in the 
fiſheries, or in coaſting or foreign trade. 
Here are manufactures of ſmut, of thread, 
and of iome other articles, In the neigh- 
bourhond 1s a ſtratum of marble, of a dark 
greeniſh colour, in which, it is ſaid, ſome 
ſpecimens of the curious ſubſtance called 

Aſbeſtos, 
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| Aſbeſtos, or Earth-flax, have been found. 


From the aſbeſtos a fort of incombuſtible 
cloth is made, which 1s purified by throw- 
ing it into the fire, 

Banff, the county-town, is pleaſantly ſi- 
tuated near the coall, on the d.clivity of 
a hill, facing the caſt. It has teveral good 
ſtreets, and the town-nhoute is adorned 
with a handiome ſpire. Here is a brew- 
ery, a manufacture Gt thread, and another 
of ſtockings wrought on trames. Ban 
Caſtle, as it 1s called, a jointure houſe of 
the FiNDLATER family, ſtands, with its 
gardens and pleature grounds, nearly in 
the middle of the town. The harbour is 
liable to be choked up by ſhifting-fands at 
the mouth of the river Deveron. It is, 
however, defended by a well-built neat 
pier, and protected by a ſnail battery. 
Conſiderable quantities of falmon are ex- 
ported from this place. 

_ Cloſe by the town, at the foot of the 
mill, ſtands the elegant ſeat of Earl Flies, 
called D. Houſe, built on an extenfive 
lawn, ardund which the Deveron winds 
beautifully. It is adorned with ſhrub— 
beries ant] plantations of foreſt trees in the 
modern taſte. Over the Deveron, at the 
foot of the garden belonging to Dutt 

"3 Houutc, 
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Houſe, is an elegant bridge of ſeven ar- 
ches. 

About a mile from Banff is Macduff, a 
farming and fiſhing town belonging whol- 
ly to Earl Fire. His Lordſhip, in 1783, 
procured a charter for it, with the privi- 
lege of chooſing its own magiſtrates ; and 
was alſo at the expence of forming a har- 
bour, and building a pier. 

From this place, a part of this county 
ſtretches about twelve miles eaſtward a- 
long the ſhore, forming a ſort of triangle, 
wideſt toward the eaſt. Here ſtand Gar- 
denſtone and Troup, near the promontory 
of Trouphead, where the ſhore 1s remark- 
ably bold and rocky, in many places two 
hundred yards of perpendicular height. 

Along the winding courſe of the river 
Deveron or Dovern, which riſes among the 
hills, on the ſouth fide of the county, there 
is much cultivation, eſpecially near the 
coaſt. Its banks are beautifully covered 
with wood. Forglen, the ſeat of Lord 
Baxrr, with its pleaſure- grounds, adds 
much to the beauty of the ſcenery. Be- 
tween Forglen and Rothiemay, ſtands the 
village of Foggeylone, the property of the 
heirs of General GorDon, who was Com- 
mander in Chief of the Ruſſian troops in 

abſence 


abſence of the Czar PzTEer the Great. In 
this neighbourhood was the birth-place of 
James FercussoNn, well known by his 
philoſophical works. 

The mountainous tract between Strath- 
deveron and the Spey, is employed chiefly 
in paſturage. 

The number of inhabitants in Banff- 
ſhire is ſuppoſed to be about thirty-ſix 
thouſand. 
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Tatrs county is bounded on the north- 
weſt by Banffſhire and the river Deveron; 
on the north and north-eaſt by the Ger- 
man Ocean ; on the ſouth by Kincardine, 
Angus, and Perth ſhires; and on the weft 
by Inverneſsſhire. Its extent from north- 
caſt to ſouth-weſt is about eighty miles; 
its breadth ſcarce exceeds thirty. 

The north-caſt part of this ſhire, ex- 
tending to the river Ythan, 1s called Bu- 
chan, In the high parts of the country, 
is much excellent paſture ; and the level 
tract called Strathbogie, contains many 
well cultivated fields. In this diſtrict is 
the village or town of Huntly, which con- 
tains about three thouſand inhabitants. 
This town has a weekly market, and ſome 
manufactures of linen and cotton. A bridge 
is here erected over the Deveron, and a- 
nother over the Bogic. This place gives 
the title of Marquis to the eldeſt fon of the 
family of GoxDon. To the north-caſt is 
the town of Turreff, which contains about 
{even hundred inhabitants. In the fame 
diſtrict are, the riſing village of New By}, 
the villages of New and Old Deer, and 
ſome others. At Old Deer is the ruin 
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of an ancient Abbey, built by the Earl 
of BUCHAN in 1218. TI: is alſo noted for 
a great annual fair tor cattie, Toward the 
coaſt is the village of Strichen, and ſeve— 
ral other ſmall towns. The quantity of yarn 
and linen-cloth manufactured in this part 
of the country, alfords an unequivocal 

proof of the induſtry of the inhabitants. 
Frazerſburgh, a ſmull but pleaſant town, 
built by Sir ALEXANDER FRAZER of Phi- 
lorth, in 1600, has about a thouſand inha- 
bitants. It is ſituated clole by the pro- 
montory called Kinnaird”s Head, on which 
has lately been erected a light houſe. This 
town has a tolerable harbour. Procecd- 
ing along the coaſt, the country is popu- 
lous and well cultivated. Near the old 
church of Sz Fergus, are two ſmall patch- 
es of land belonging to the ſhire of Banit. 
On a pevintula near the mouth of the 
river Ugie ſtands Peterhead, a neat and re- 
gular town, having avout two thouſand 
inhabitants. It has an excellent harbour, 
defended by a battery, and ſecured by a 
handiome neu pier. Great quantitics of 
White Aſh are caught on the neighbouring 
coalt ; and ſeveral large ſloops are annual- 
ly ſent from this place to diilcrent fiſhing 
ſtations. The traders in this town have 
Ircquently obtufned the higheſt premiunis 
ailowed 
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allowed by Government for curing white 
fiſh. A trade is alſo carried on from this 
place directly to the Baltic, for deals, iron, 
hemp, tar, and other articles. Here is a 
manufacture of ſewing- thread, which em- 
ploys many young girls. In the ſummer 
ſeaſon, Peterhead is a place of polite reſort, 
on account of its mineral ſpring. The 
waters of this ſpring are powerfully diu- 
retic, and are thought to be efficacious in 
removing diſorders in the bowels. Many 
good houſes have been built for the ac- 
commodation of ſtrangers. There is al- 
ſo a ball- room, under which are two ſalt- 
water baths. 

To the ſouth of this town, the ſhore be- 
comes very rugged. In ſeveral places the ſea 
breaks upon the cliffs with immenſe impe- 
tuoſity. The place called the Bullers or 
boilers of Buchan, is the moſt remarkable. 
This is a large oval cavity of prodigious 
depth, formed by Nature's powerful hand, 
in the ſteep rocks on the coaſt. It hes 
eaſt and weſt. Its depth is about a hun- 
dred and fifty feet. There is a fort of 
loot- path round it; but fo narrow, on the 
fide next the ſea, that it is like a walk on 
the top of a high wall. Boats frequently 
fail into this awful pit, under a natural 
arch opening to the ſea at the eaſt end. 

At 
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At a little diſtance, is a vaſt inſulated rock, 
divided by a narrow but very deep chaſm 
from the land. About the middle of this 
rock, many feet above the level of the wa- 
ter, there is a large triangular aperture, 
through which the ſea, when agitated, 
ruſnes with tremendous noiſe. 

Proceeding ſouthward, we find New 
Slaint Caſtle, lately a ſeat of the Earl of 
Error. The old caſtle of Slains was de- 
moliſhed in 1594, by James VI. on the re- 
bellion of the Earl of HenTLy. 

Along this bold and rugged coaſt, there 
are many curious natural excavations, one 
of which is called the Dropping Cave. 
The drops that diſtil from the root of this 
cavern gradually line it with ſtalactitical 
incruſtations, of various forms; and a piece 
of wood, or any other ſubſtance, there ex- 
poſed for a ſuflicient time, is converted in- 


to a ſolid maſs of ſtone. 


In the interior part of the county, is the 
town of O/d Meldrum, which contains al- 
moſt eight hundred inhabitants. The chief 
manufacture is that of ſtockings. 

Near the village of Ellon, the Earl of 
ABERDEEN has an clegant ſeat, ſheltered 
by a ſmall plantation of trees. The river 
Liban or Fithan paſſes this place. At the 

mout!: 
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mouth of this river there is a ſalmon fiſh- 
ery; and in its channel pearls have often 
been found. 

Du Aberdeen, faid to be founded by 
G«EGORY the Great, in the ninth century, 
is litnated on the ſouth bank of the river 
Don. Over this river, there is an ancient 
bridge, of one pointed arch, reſting on two 
oppolite rocks. This town conſiſts of one 
ſtreet, the buildings of which are for the 
molt part ancient. An antique Gothic 
Cathedral, in which there arc two places 
of worſhip, and the King's College, are here 
the molt ſtriking objects. The buildings 
of this college are by no means elegant ; 
but in the library there is a good collec- 
tion of modern books, and many curious 
ancient manuſcripts. 

New Abverdeen is a handſome city, ſitua- 
ted on an eminence, on the north bank of 
the river Dee. Ab--ut two miles above 
the town, there is an elegant bridge of 
ſeven arches over the river. The ſtreets 
of New Aberdeen are well paved, and the 
houſes, in general, iofty and {pacious. The 
Coll. ge, founded by Earl Maxi cnhal in 
1503, is, like the King's College, an old 
building; but both ſeminaries are render— 
ed highly reſpectable, by the eminent li- 

ter ary 
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terary characters of many of the Pro- 
feſſors and Eleves of thote ancient ſcuts 
of learning. Beſide two pariſh churches, 
and the College kirk, there are here at 
elegant Epiſcopal chapel, and ſeveral meet- 
ing-houſes belonging to various ſectaries. 
The town: houſe is a hand ſome editice, ſup- 
porting a fine ſpire on the centre. The 
other remarkable public buildings are, 
Gorpon's hoſpital, an inſirmary, and a 
very neat grammar-ſchooi. There is a- 
bundance ot peat in the neighbourhood of 
this town, but no coal. The number of 
inhabitants in the two cities and ſuburbs, 
of Aberdeen extending from the bridge 
over the Dce to that over the Don, is ſup- 


poſed to be between twenty and thirty 


thouſand. 

The harbour at the mouth of the Dee 
is defended by a ſtrong ftone-picr, lately 
ereted. Beſide the coaſttng-trade, veſiels 
are ſent from the port of Aberdecn to Swe— 
den, Denmark, Norway, Ruſſia, Dantzick, 
France, Spain and Portugal. The exports 
are ſtockings, linen, linen-yarn, falmon, 
ialted pork, grain and cat-meal ; but the 
ſtaple article of commerce here, has long 
been knit woollen ſtockings, of which im- 
menſe quantities have been annually ſent 
© Holland and Germany. ut this ma- 
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nufacture has for ſome years been on the 
decline, in conſequence of the introduc. 
tion of ſtocking-looms or frames, which 
are employed here in working up, not on- 
ly woollen, but alſo thread, cotton and ilk, 
as in Nottingham. Machinery has been 
alſo erected for ſpinning cotton. Here 
are likewiſe an extenſive printfield for cot- 
tons, a very extenſive bleachfield for ſew- 
ing-thread, and two mills for making pa- 
per. The ſalmon fiſhing on the Dee and 
the Don affords alſo a good branch of com- 
merce. A ſpace of between two and three 
hundred yards on the Don has been known 
to yield two thouſand pounds Sterling in 
one year. The falmon are for moſt part 
ſenr to London ; fometimes to France and 
Italy. 

The foil around the town of Aberdeen 
is for moſt part ſtony, and naturally un- 
productive. Such, however, 1s the induſtry 
of the inhabitants, and the happy effects 
of cultivation, that many ſpots which were, 
within theſe forty years, entirely ſteril, are 
at preſent rented at ſive or fix pounds Ster- 
ling an acre, 

Near the confluence of the little river 
Jrie with the Don, are ſituated the ſmall 
boroughs of KXAzntore and Inverury. A 

bridge 
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bridge over the Don has been lately erect- 
ed at Inverury. 

The river Don has its ſource in the wild 
country, about four miles north from the 
caſtle of Brae-mar. This river 1s, in no 

of its courle, above fifteen miles di- 
ſtant from the Dee, and approaches with- 
in two miles of it, where they both tall 
into the ſea at Aberdeen. 

On the Don, thirty miles above Aber- 
deen, are ſeen the princely ruins of Kil- 
drummy Caſtle, the ancient ſeat of the Earl 
of Mar, now the property of Earl Fire. 
It ſtands on an eminence, and the nelds 
around it are remarkably fertile. B&xuce's 
wife and mother were here taken vriton- 
ers by Eowakd I. of England. 

The river Dee riſes in the weſtern angle 
of the county, amid the vait mountains of 
Mar- foreſt. It traverſes a wild and al. 
moſt tracklets country for fever:] miles, 
till it reaches the fertile vale of Brae-mar. 
The rugged front and lofty ſummit of ths 
awful precipices that ſurround this vailey, 
here and there ſhaded with a {ulitary birch 
or a pine, exhibit a ſcene truly nictureſyue 
and romantic, and impreſs the hund of the 
beholder with ideas of ſublimity and gran- 
deur, more readily felt than deſertbed. 


The 
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The caſtle of Brae- mar, the family. ſeat 
of the Earls of Mak, with its extenſive 
domains, now belong alſo to Earl Fire. 
This place, which is ſcarce forty miles 
from the port of Montroſe, is the only 
pot in Scotland fo remote from the ſea. 

In this neighbourhood are many exten- 
five woods of full grown firs. Several of 
theſe trees are almoſt a hundred feet high, 
and ten or twelve feet in circumference 
toward the root. When the river Dee is 
ſwelled by rain, floats of timber are ſent 
down trom the foreſts of Brae-mar into 
the low country. 

The mountains abound with roes ; the 
heaths, with black game, grouſe, plovers, 
wimbrels, and inowflakes. Ihe latter bird 
is of a whitiſh colour, and about the ſize 
of a lark. In winter, they aſſemble in 
great ilocks, and viſit the lower countries. 
Eagles, and other birds of prey, breed a- 
mong the high cliffs; and foxes arc here 
remarkably bold and ravenous. 

In the termination of a deep glen, is the 
pals of Bollitir, a narrow chaſm, covered 
with ſhattered rocks that have fallen from 
the impending precipices on each fide of 
the road. This paſs is the eaſtern entrance 
into the Grampian mountains. The val- 
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ley of Glenmuick is noted for a waterfall 
called the Zinn of Dee, where a great ſtream 
is poured over a perpendicular rock of a 
ſemicircular form, into a hole ſo deep as 
to be ſuppoſed, by the vulgar, unfathom- 
able. A little below are the mineral 
waters of Pannanach Wells, which, like 
thoſe of Peterhead, are of a diuretic qua- 
lity. A handſome building has been late- 
ly erected, for the accommodation of the 
company who, in the ſummer ſeaſon, re- 
fort to this place. Invalids here not only 
enjoy the benefit of the waters, but have 
the advantage of drinking the whey of 
goats milk. 

The part of the country called Cromar, 
is in a manner encircled by lofty moun- 
tains, except on the ſouth. Here com- 
mences the low country, the ſeat of induſ- 
try and cultivation. Among the moun- 
tains ſeen from this place, are diſtinguiſh-_ 
ed the ſnow y top of Laghinygair, the lof- 
ty ſummit of Bendochy, and, farther weſt, 
the high hill called the Buck of the Caw- 
brugh. 

On the banks of the river Dee, the 
country 1s diverſified with woods of fir 
and birch, The plantations around the 
ſeat of the Earl of ABovxx, are thriving 

H and 
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and extenſive. Near the village of Kin- 
cardine-0-niel, the river paſſes out of the 
county for a few miles, but returns at Dur- 
ris, and from thence marks out the boun- 
dary between this ſhire and that of Kin- 
cardine, till it fall into the ſea on the 
ſouth fide of Aberdeen, after a courſe of 
about ſeventy miles. 

The inhabitants ef Cromar have for 
ages uſed the Engliſh language, although 
the Gaelic is ſtill ſpoken at the diſtance of 
{ix or ſeven miles to the weſt, and every 
where through the mountainous parts of 
the country. | 

The population of Aberdcenſhire is ſup- 
poſed to be nearly one hundred and twen- 
ty thouſand fouls. 
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Tux ſhire of Kincardine, or the Mearns, 
is dounded on the north by Aberdeenſhire; 
on the eaſt by the Britiſh Ocean; and on 
the ſouth-weſt by Angusſhire. In form 
it reſembles a harp, having the lower point 
toward the ſouth. Its length along the 
coaſt 1s ſcarce thirty miles; 1ts greateſt 
breadth about twenty. 

That corner of the county through which 
the Dee paſſes, and the plain along the 
ſea-coaſt, are well cultivated, and produce 
much corn and flax. The fields are in 
many places ſkreened by woods. The 
heaths afford ſheep-walks, and not a little 
good paſture for cattle. 

The great valley called Strathmore, 
commences here, and extends in a ſouth- 
weſt direction almoſt forty miles, bounded 
all along to the north-weſt by the Gram- 
pian mountains. 

On the coaſt near Stonehaven, are ſeen 
the ruins of a caſtle, formerly the reſidence 
of the Thanes of Cowik or Mearns. In 
this vicinity, the Roman camp of Kee 

H 2 Dykes. 


116 SCOTLAND DELINEATED. 


Dykes, or King's Dykes, an oblong ſquare, 
is, by ſome, ſuppoſed to be the very ſpot 
occupied by AcRIcOLA's troops before his 
engagement with GaLGacus. A moor, 
two miles eaſt, called Kemp Stane Hill, 
flanked on each fide by a morals, is ſup- 
poſed to have been the field of battle: In 
which caſe, the Carun, mentioned in Os- 
SIAN'S Poems, may have been the ſtream 
of that name which here joins the Cowie. 

At a little diſtance from Stonehaven, up 
the river, ſtands Urie, the birth-place of 
BAxcLAr, the famous apologiſt for the 
Quakers. The Quakers have here a bu- 
rying ground. 

The fiſhing-town of Stonebaven, or 
Stonehive, is a burgh of barony, ſituated on 
a rocky bay. It contains more than a 
thouſand inhabitants. To the ſouth of the 
barbour, the rocks riſc to a great height. 
This town has a manufacture of canvas, 
and ſome trade in dried fiſh and oil. The 
oil is, for the moſt part, obtained from the 
dog-fiſh, of which, at particular ſeaſons, 
great quantities are caught on this coaſt. 
Near this place, to the ſouth, are the ruins 
of Dunotter Caſtle, the ancient ſeat of the 
Earls Marutchal of Scotland, ſituated on a 
high perpendicular rock, of that ſpecies 
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called plumb-pudding ftone, almoſt ſur- 
rounded by the ſea. Here were kept the 
regalia of Scotland, as in a place of the 
greateſt ſtrength, during CROMWELI's 
uſurpation. 

In this neighbourhood is a precipitous 
cliff overhanging the fea, called Fow!”; 
Cleugh, noted as the reſort of kittiwakes. 
The young of theſe birds are much ſought 
after in the hatching ſeaſon, and are e- 
ſteemed a great delicacy. Along this bold 
ſhore are ſeveral old fortrefſes on peninſu- 
lated rocks, once perhaps deemed impreg- 
nable. Such are Adam”s Caſtle, Caſtle Cad. 
den, Whiſtleberry, and Kineff. 

The village of Fordun, a little ſouth 
from the centre of the county, is ſuppoſed 
to be the birth-place of the celebrated au- 
thor of the Scotichronicon. Lord Moun- 
BoDDo, another literary character of con- 
niderable celebrity, was born in this neigh- 
bourhood. Near the village, and along 
the river Bervie, the country is flat, and 
well cultivated. In the beautiful vale, wa- 
tered by the Bervie, ſtand the manſions of 
Arbuthnott and Allardyce. The celebra- 
ted Dr AxBUTHNOTT, phyſician to Queen 
Anvz, and the intimate friend of PoE and 

H 3 Swirr, 
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Swirr, was born here. At the mouth of 
this river, a handſome bridge has lately 
been built, to which his Majeſty contribu- 
ted a thouſand pounds. Near this place 
there is a good ſalmon-fiſhery. 

Inverbervie, or Bervie, the only royal 
borough in the county, is a ſmall town, 
ſkreened by two hills, which terminate in 
high clifls toward the ſea. One of theſe 
is called Craig David, being the place (it 
is ſaid) where David II. landed, in 1342, 
when he conferred a charter on the town. 
Bezvie contains about ſix hundred inha- 
bitants. 

The village of Gourdon employs a few 
ſmall veſſels in carrying coal and lime to 
Bervie and the neighbourhood. Fobr's 
Haven is a conſiderable fiſhing-town, con- 
taining upwards of a thouſand inhabitants. 

The new village of Laurence-kirk, now 
a burgh of barony, and containing about 
five hundred inhabitants, merits particular 
notice. The late Lord GaxDtnsTroNE, by 
liberal exertions, here eſtabliſhed a manu- 
facture of lawn, cambric, linen; and a 
bleachfield. He alſo erected an inn for 
the accommodation of travellers, and pro- 


vided a public library for their amuſe-' 


ment, 
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ment, and for the improvement of the 
people reſiding in the town. Of this vil- 
lage the celebrated grammanan Rupd1- 
MAN, was ſchoolmaſter in 1695. 

Near the weſtern boundary of the coun- 
ty, is the village of Fettercairn, The old 
caſtle, a little weſt of it, was the ſcene 
(tradition ſays) of the cruelty exerciſed by 
FENELLA on KENNETH III. in 994. The 
ruins of another old caſtle lie at a like di- 
ſtance eaſt of Fettercairn, ſaid ts have 
been the occaſional refidence of KEN. 
NETH. Near it ſtood Kincardine, former- 
ly the county town, where BALIOL made 
his ſubmiſſion to EpdwarD in 1296. Gan- 
nachie Bridge, acroſs the North Eſk, is 
juſtly admired as a ſingular curioſity, both 
from its ſituation and conſtruction. 

The north-weſt part of Angusthire, be- 
ing mountainous, is more employed in pa- 
{ture than in cultivation; but the ſouthern 
angie of the county, along the tract of the 
North Eſk, is rich and beautiful. There 
are, in this diſtrict, inexhauſtible quarries 
of lime and freeſtone. The Houle of Ma- 
thers, the reſidence of the BarcLays, the 
Caſtle of Laurieſton, belonging to the 
STRATTONS, and that of Morphy, belong- 
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ing to the Gxanans, are old fortreſſes on, 
or near, the ſhore, and, along with the 
elegant modern church of St Cyrus, are 
worthy of notice. 

The number of inhabitants in this ſhire 


is ſuppoſed to exceed twenty-ſix thou- 
ſand. 
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Tur ſhire of Angus is ſometimes called 
Forfar, from the name of the county-town. 
This ſhire is bounded on the north by A- 
berdeenſhire ; on the north-eaſt by Kin- 
cardineſhire; on the enſt by the Britiſh 
Ocean; on the ſouth by the Frith of Tay, 
and on the weſt by Perthſhire. Its great- 
eſt extent from north to ſouth is about 
thirty-five miles, from eaſt to weſt nearly 
the ſame. ' 

A vaſt ridge of the Grampian Mountains 
extends along the northern part of this 
ſhire. The hills which terminate this 
ridge are called the Braes of Angus. From 
thoſe lofty mountains, deſcend the rivers 
North and South Eft. The former divides 
this county from Kincardineſhire for ſe- 
veral miles, and reaches the ſea a little to 
the north of Montroſe : The latter, ai. 
ter traverſing the whole breadth of the 
county, falls into the bay on the weſt of 
the ſame town. 


At 
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At the foot of the Braes of Angus, ſtands 
the Caſtle of Edzell, a moſt magnificent 
ruin, originally the ſeat of Linpsar of 
Gleneſk, now the property of Mr Maurx 
of Panmure. The extenſive plantations 
made here by the late proprietor, are like- 
ly to be highly ornamental as well as uſeful. 

On the North Eſk, is the village of 
Strickathrow. In its vicinity, is a place 
called Black Dikes, or Battle Dikes, near 
which are veſtiges of a Roman camp. A 


little to the welt, on the ſummit of a hill 


called Caterthun, near the village of Men- 
muir, are the remains of an ancient ſtruc- 
ture, conſiſting of an immenſe pile of looſe 
tones, the purpoſe of which is not well 
aſcertained by antiquaries. 

If from the mountains we deſcend along 
either of the great branches of the South 
Eſk, we meet with much romantic ſcene- 
ry, frequented by roes and red deer. In 
this tract, ſtands the Caſtle of Corlacbie, 
one of the ſeats of Lord AirxLy ; and, low- 
er down, is the Caſtle of Findbaven, an 
old fort, on the top of a hill riſing to a 
very great height above the ſurrounding 
country. 

At Aberlemno, not far from Brechin, 
are two ancient obeliſks, with curious 


ſculpture; 
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ſculpture; by ſome ſaid to have been 


| erected on the final expulſion of the 


Danes. 
The city or borough of Brechin is fiew- 


ated on the declivity of a hill, on the north 
ſide of the river South Eſk, over which 
there is a good ancient bridge. The Go- 
thic cathedral is partly ruinous, though 
one of its aiſles ſerves for the pariſh church. 
It is adorned with a ſteeple and a ſpire. 
Adjoining to this, 1s a curious antique 
round tower, compoſed of hewn ſtone. It 
tapers from the bottom, and is very flen- 
der in proportion to its height. 

In Brechin there is a manufacture of li- 
nen and cotton, and a confliderable tan- 
nery. The number of the inhabitants is 
computed at five thouſand. Cloſe by the 
town, on the top of a ſteep bank, overlook- 
ing the river, the bridge, and a beautiful 
wooded vale below, flands Brechin Caſtle, 
the ancient ſeat of the family of PanmuREe, 


and the favourite reſidence of its preſent 


proprictor the Honourable Mr Maurer. 
The banks of the South Eſk, above 
Montroſe, are rich and beautiful, adorned 
with many fine ſeats, and much planting. 
The borough of Montroſe is a well built 
town, ſituated on a gentle eminence, in a 
peninſula 
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peninſula formed by the German Ocean 
and the eſtuary of the South Eſk. Over 
this river, near the town, a bridge is ere. 
ed. At about two miles diſtance to the 
north, a handſome bridge, of ſeven arches, 
is thrown over the North Eſk. At high 
water the town is almoſt ſurrounded by 
the ſea. The harbour is a fine ſemicir- 
cular baſon, defended by a ſtone pier. A 
great number of trading veſſels belongs to 
this port, of which ſeveral are employed 
in the whale-fiſhing. Montroſe contains 
above five thouſand inhabitants. The 
buildings are neat, and many of them in 
the modern taſte. The moſt remarkable 
are the town-houſe, the church, and an ele- 
gant Epiſcopal chapel. An hoſpital for lu- 
natics has for ſome time been eftabliſhed 
here; and the humane founders of this in- 
ſtitution have already had the ſatisfaction 
to ſee many inſtances of its happy effects 
in alleviating the moſt deplorable of hu- 
man miſeries. At Montroſe a great quan- 
tity of malt 1s made: conſiderable manu- 
factures of coarſe linen, and of coloured 
and white thread, are carried on. Here, 
alſo, are ſeveral ropeworks, and a tannery. 
At the harbour is a wet dock, where ſhips 
are built and repaired. The falmon-fiſh- 
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ings on the North and South Eſks, are 
very valuable, and form a good branch of 
commerce. On the South Eſk there was 
formerly a conſiderable pearl-fiſhery. 
Toward the centre of the ſhire is Forfar, 
the county-town, containing about three 
thouſand four hundred inhabitants. It is 
ſituated in an extenſive plain, which ex- 
tends in a bending direction from Perth 
to Arbroath, ſkirted on the ſouth by a 
range of hills. A canal has been propoſed 
to be carried along this fertile valley, to 
open a ready communication with the ſea. 
Along this low tract is at preſent a chain 
of ſmall lakes of inconſiderable depth, 
which in many places contain ſhell-marl, 
a manure of great value, by means of 
which the fertility of the adjacent ſoil 
has been greatly augmented. In this 
county, befide immenſe quantities of 
grain of every fort, there is perhaps more 
flax raiſed than in any ſpace of the ſame 
extent in Scotland. Much of the flax is 
manufactured into oſnaburgs, and a va- 
riety of other linen goods, by the inhabi- 
tants of this place. 
Near the town of Fortar there was for- 
merly a lake, now almoſt drained, on ac- 
count 
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count of a ſtratum of rich marl found at itz 
bottom. | 

Weſt from Forfar ſtands the village or 
town of Kirriemuir, a burgh of barony, 
having a handſome church and ſpire, and 
containing about ſixteen hundred inhabi- 
tants. It has a weekly market, and ma- 
nufactures linen to a very conſiderable 
amount. : | 

Near the village of Glammzis is Glammis 
Caſtle, the ſeat of the Earl of SrRArn- 
MORE, an ancient edifice, ſurrounded by 
exteniive woods. The ornamental turrets 


exhibit a magnificent ſpecimen of that 


ityle of architecture. In the front of the 
houſe are ſeen ſeveral ſtatues of the Srv- 
akT family, as large as life, caſt in lead. 
This caſtle is noted for the murder of 
Marcolm II. in 1034, who, it is ſaid, 
here fell by the hands of aſſaſſins, in an 
apartment ſtill thown to ſtrangers. 

In this vicinity are three ancient obe- 
liſks, with curious ſculpture; two of them 
are near the village ; one of them, a mile 
diſtant, is called Sr Orland”s Stone; but it 
is difficult to aſcertain what events they 
have been intended to commemorate. De- 
noon Caſtle, an old fortification on the ſum- 


mit 
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mit of a green hill, ſtands two miles ſouth- 
weſt from Glammis. 

The village of Jan, ſaid to be a contrac- 
tion for Ulyſſes's Haven, in this neighbour- 
hood, is remarkable for a lobiter-fiſhery. 
An immenſe number of theſe fiſh, together 
with a quantity of beautiful pebbles found 
among the rocks on this ſhore, form u 
branch of trade with London. 

Redcaſtle, a venerable ruin, ſaid to have 
been built by WILLIAM the Lion, and 
aſed as a royal hunting- ſeat, ſtands on an 
eminence on Lunan Bay, where the ſhorc+ 

are flat, and afford good * for 


ſhipping. 


Near the high promentory of Redhead, 
ſtands Ethie Flouſe, the feat of the Earl ot 
NoRTHESK. 

To the north of Artroath the ſhore is 
bold and rocky, and cxhibits ſeveral re- 
markable caverns. 

Aberbrothwick, or Arbroath, is a royal 
borough, ſituated within an amphithcatre 
of ſmall hills, facing the ſouth. It is « 
conſiderable town, in which a ſail-cloth 
and linen manufacture is carried on. The 
harbour is excellent. The number of in- 
habitants is about five thouſand. At this 
place there was an abbey, ſaid to be found- 

TH 
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ed by WILLIAM the Lion in 1178. The 
magnificent ruins of this ſuperb edifice ſtill 
remain. Near Arbroath there is one of 
the ſtrongeſt chalybeate ſprings known in 
this country. 

To the ſouth-weſt of Arbroath is the 
Houſe of Panmure, ſurrounded with fine 
pleaſure-grounds and plantations. 

On the ſummit of a green hill called 
Laws, are ſeen the remains of a vitrified 
fort, reſembling thoſe in the neighbour- 
hood of Inverneſs. 

Broughty or Burgh-Tay Caſtle 1s a ruinous 
fort at the entrance to the Frith of Tay, 
which once commanded that paſs. On a 
ſmall river near it, ſtand a lint-mill, an oil- 
mill, and a mill for ſpinning coarſe yarn. 

Dundee 1s a large and flouriſhing town, 
ſeated on the north fide of the eſtuary of 
the Tay. There is here an excellent har- 
bour, and a great deal of ſhipping. The 
houſes, in general, are neat ; and ſome pu- 
blic buildings have been lately erected, 
that are noticed by ſtrangers as elegant. 
Among theſe are the new church and the 
town - houſe. The lofty Gothic ſquare 
tower in the middle of the town, is part 
of a ſuperb conſecrated edifice, in form of 
a craſs, built in the twelfth century, and 


dedicated 
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dedicated to the Virgin Maxy. The chief 
manufactures of this place are glaſs, oſna- 
burgs or coarſe linen, ſail- cloth, cordage, 
coloured and white thread, and buckrams, 
tanned leather, ſhoes, and hats. Vaſt quan- 
tities of coarſe linen are annually exported 
from this ſeat of induſtry : In one year, a- 
bove four millions of yards, it is ſaid, have 
been ſtamped at the public office. A ſu- 
gar-houſe has alſo here been eſtabliſhed, 
which carries on a ſucceſsful trade. The 
town is {aid to contain about twenty-three 
thouſand inhabitants. 

On the north of Dundee, the rich corn- 
fields and extenſive ſheep-walks are ſKkreen- 
ed by the Sidly or Sidla Hills. 

Near Lundie-houſe, and in other parts of 
this county, ſubterraneous buildings have 
been diſcovered, confiſting of various a- 
partments ; but their origin and uſe have 
not been aſcertained by antiquaries. The 
eſtate of Lundie 1s the property of the 
gallant Admiral Lord Duncan, who de- 
feated the Dutch fleet off Camperdown, 
on Iith October 1797. 

Toward the boundary of Perthſhire, is 
the town called Cupar of Angus, partly in 
this county, and part of it in Perthſhire. It 
is pleaſantly ſituated near the confluence of 

I ſeveral 
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ſeveral conſiderable ſtreams, and contains 
about two thouſand inhabitants. Here is 
a Roman camp, containing about twenty. 
four acres, ſuppoſed to have been that of 
AGRICOLA'S army. Near the centre of it 
was built by MaLcorm II. an Abbey, of 
which ſome veſtiges ſtill remain. 

In this part of the country there are 
ſeveral fine ſeats, as well as remains of an- 
tiquity. Higher up the river Hla ſtands 
Airly Caſtle, and the Caſtle of Balrie, for- 
merly the property of Viſcount FEN TOR. 

In Glen Iſla, near Airly Caftle, there is 
a fine caſcade of more than ſeventy feet of 
perpendicular height. From the rifing 
{pray, it is named The Reeky Linn. 

The county of Angus contains upwards 
of ninety thouſand inhabitants. 
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Tunis extenſive county is bounded on the 
north by Inverneſs and Aberdeen ſhires ; 
on the eaſt by the ſhire of Angus, and the 
Frith of Tay ; on the ſouth by Fife, Kin- 
roſs, Clackmannan, and Stirling ſhires ; 
and on the weſt by Argyleſhire. Its ex- 
tent from eaſt to weſt is about ſixty miles, 
from north to ſouth nearly the ſame. Its 
form, if we include the ſmall ſhires of Kin- 
roſs and Clackmannan, is ſuch, that a cir- 
cle, having its centre about Glen Quech, 
and its radius extended to Glen Shee, 
would paſs, all around, pretty near to the 
waving outline. 

The northern diſtrict of Perthſhire is 
called Athol. This part of the country 
is uncommonly wild and mountainous. On 
the north-weſt is the extenſive lake called 
Loch Ericht, ſtretching ſeveral miles into 
Inverneſs-ſhire. Near this place, in 1746, 
wandered the unhappy fugitive Prince, 
lurking in caves and among rocks, ſubject- 
ed to want, and expoſed to all the rigours 
of an unhoſpitable climate. The waters 

. of 
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of this lake deſcend into another, of about 
eleven miles in length, called Loch Rannoch. 
Its ſouthern banks are covered with an an- 
cient foreſt of pine and birch. Near theſe 
woods there is a ſaw-mill, erected by Go- 
vernment. At the weſt end of this lake 
ſtands the village, or rather military bar- 
racks, of George Town. About two miles 
eaſt of Loch Rannoch is Mount Alexander, 
the ſeat of RoßERKTSON of Struan, the 
poet, who celebrates, by the name of Ar- 
gentine, or the Silver Fountain, a fine 
ſpring of water at the bottom of this hill, 

South from this, the great mountain 
Scheballion, or Thichallin, riſes more than 
three thouſand five hundred feet in height. 
Dr MasxELyNnE, Aſtronomer Royal, viſit- 
ed this mountain ſome years ago, to make 
experiments and obſervations on its power 
of attraction on the pendulum. 

From Loch Rannoch iſſues the rapid ri- 
ver Tummel, which, after exhibiting many 
cataracts and beautiful caſcades in paſſing 
through its rocky channel, forms itſelf in- 
to a ſmooth lake called Loch Tummel, and 
afterwards falls into the Garry. The Gar- 
ry deſcends from the mountains to the eaſt 
of Loch Ericht. Its ſource is about mid- 
way between the inns of Dalwhinnie and 

Dalnacardoch. 
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Dalnacardoch. The military road runs a- 
long the ſide of the hills, above the river, 
which holds its courſe in a direction near- 
ly ſouth-eaſt. 

About half a mile above the village of 
Logierait, which ſtands on the point of 
land formed by the confluence of the Tay 
and the Tummel, are the remains of a 
caſtle, to which RoperrT II. is ſaid to 
have retired after he reſigned the admini- 
ſtration of public affairs. 

The rivers Bruar and Tilt deſcend from 
the northern mountains, and flow toward 
the centre of the county, till they alſo fall 
into the Garry. Their united ſtreums, a- 
long with the Tummel, join the Tay be- 
low the village of Lagierait. Theſe rivers 
abound with trout, and afford good ſal- 
mon-fiſhing. 

Faſt from the Tilt is the great moun- 
tain Bengloc. On the ſouth fide of Ben- 
gloe, is a very remarkable cave, which is 
narrow at its entrance, and ſo deep, that 
no perſon ever had courage enough to ex- 
plore its whole extent. Near the point 
where the ſhires of Aberdeen, Angus and 
Perth meet, lies the Spital of Glen/hee, a 
noted paſs into the Grampian mountains. 
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In this wild region there are many 


Druidical remains; particularly, there is th 
a rhomboidal rock, of nearly three tons D 
weight, reſting on another on a level with fta 


the ground, and fo nicely poited, that, by 
prefling either extremity, a rocking mo- 
tion is produced, which continues to twen- mi 
ty- ſix or more vibrations, after the preſ- Ca 
ſure is withdrawn, before the rock return ; 


to reſt in its horizontal poſition. Masox, tre 
the poet, thus expreſſes the ancient belief TI 
reſpecting ſuch ſtones: ro1 

CES 020 0540.5 000 © Behold yon huge fin 


And unhewn ſphere of living adamant, 
Which, poiſed by magic, reſts its central weight 
On yonder pointed rock: Firm as it ſeems, 
Such is its ſtrange and virtuous property, 
*© It moves oblequious to the gentleſt touch 


* Of him whole breaſt is pure; but, to a traitor, dif 
% Tho' even a giant's proweſs nerv'd his arm, he: 
lt ſtands as fix'd as Snowdon.” WI! 
CARACTACUS- 

Here are alſo ſeveral ſtones ſet on end, Ga 


of conſiderable height, called Cromleaca, the 
ſrones of worſhip. Similar ſtones, of the in 


ſame name, in the ſouthern part of the ] 
land, are deſcribed in the Memoirs of anc 
a Literary Society at Exeter. val 
Returning to the confluence of the Tilt tat 
and the Garry, we find, near the angle they rui 


form, 
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form, the town of Blair-Athol. Cloſe by 
this town, is Blair Caſtle, a ſeat of the 
Duke of ArnoLlLe. This noble fabric 


ftands on an eminence, riſing from a beau- 


tiful plain, and is ſurrounded with hills, 
woods, and deep glens. In its vicinity are 
many fine water-talls. That called York 
Caſcade, on the Tilt, is much admired for 
its broken ſtages, and the beautiful birch 
trees that fringe the ſurrounding rocks. 
The extenſive plantations that adorn this 
romantic ſcene, are diverſified with many 
fine ſpreading firs of the ſpruce kind, 


0005 A ſtately progeny of pines ; 
With all their floating foliage richly robed.“ 


The vaſt mountains and waſtes in this 
diſtrict, abound with various kinds of 
heath-fowl. Here, too, are ſeen herds of 
wild ſtags and roebucks. 

Near the confluence of the 'Tummel and 
Garry is the paſs of Killicrankie, noted for 
the fall of the brave Viſcount of Dux DEE, 
in July 1689. 

In the vicinity of the village of Moulin, 
and along the courſe of the Garry, ſome 
valuable oak woods, and ſeveral large plan- 
tations of firs, adorn the country. The 
runs of the old caſtle of Moulin, are alſo 

i 4 worthy 
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worthy of notice. The ſkull of a very 
large horned animal was found in a mar} 
pit here, and is preſerved at Athole- 
Houſe. 

The next diviſion of Perthſhire 1s call- 
ed Braedalbane. In the weſtern part of 
this diſtri is Loch Lyon, from which a ri- 
ver deſcends, which falls into the Tay be- 
low Fortingall. On the northern bank of 
the river Lyon, are ſeen the remains of a 
circular fort, on the top of a hill. Many 
veſtiges of Roman encampments ; curious 
round towers ; and other remains of anti- 
quity, are met with in different parts of 
this country. The woody vale, through 
which this river flows, is called Glen Lyon. 
Between this place and Loch Tay, Ben- 
lawers lifts its majeſtic head more than 
four thouſand feet above the ſubjacent 
country. Stags, Alpine hares, heath-fowl, 
grouſe, and ptarmigans, inhabit the dif- 
ferent regions of this mountain. 

At the moſt weſterly point of the ſhire, 
are the ſources of the Tay, near the place 
called Tyndrum. This is the higheſt part 
of the country; and the waters, deſcend- 
ing from different parts of this mountain- 
ous tract, flow toward oppoſite ſeas. Near 

Tyndrum, 


ar} 
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Tyndrum, ſome veins of lead have been 
worked. 

The moſt remarkable objects in this lof- 
ty region, are the vaſt mountains of Bendo- 
ran and Dochart, covered almoſt perpetual- 
ly with ſnow. The country people imagine 
theſe to be enchanted mountains. Before 
the ſtorm begin to rage, they emit a hollow 
ſound which forchodes it. Sounds of this 
kind are, however, not uncommon, and 
were noticed by the ancients as ſigns of 
tempeſtuous weather : 

0. + v AO 
© Montibus audiri fragor.“ VII. 

Ben More, or © the Great Mountain,“ 
by the fide of Loch Dochart, is of a coni- 
cal figure. It was, in former times, a 
deer-foreſt, but is now converted into a 
ſheep-walk. Its elevation above the level 
of the ſea, is between three and four thou- 
fand feet. 

Loch Dochart is a beautiful lake, about 
three miles in length, in which a wooded 
fland, adorned with the ruins of an old 
caſtle, forms a very pictureſque ſcene. The 
waters of this Jake are diſcharged into Loch 
Tay. 

Loch Tay is about fiftcen miles long, and 
in many places above a mile broad. Some 

vears 
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years ago, a remarkable agitation was ob- 
ſerved in this lake. An account of that 
phenomenon has fince been publiſhed &. 
On the 12th of September 1784, the lake 
was obſerved to ebb and flow ſeveral times 
in the ſpace of a quarter of an hour, when 
all at once the waters ruſhed from the eaſt 
and welt in oppolite currents, ſo as to form 
a ridge, leaving the channel dry, to the di- 
ſtance of almoſt a hundred yards from its 
uſual boundary. When the oppoſite waves 
met, they burſt with a claſhing noiſe and 
much foam ; the waters then flowed out 
at leaſt five yards beyond their ordinary 
limits. The flux and reflux continued 
gradually decrealing for about two hours ; 
for ſeveral days a ſimilar motion was ob- 
{ſerved in the waters, but not in the ſame 
degree as on the firſt day. The banks of 
this luke are beautifully wooded ; and the 
various ſtreams that are poured into it 
from the ſteep rocky mountains, after a 
fall of rain, exhibit ſome fine caſcades, 
one, in particular, at the Hermitage, above 
Taymouth, of great height and beauty, 

overhung 


— 


TFTranſaclions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
vol. i. Phyſical Clats, p. 200. 
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overhung by thickets of hazel and birch. 
On a ſmall woody ifland near the eaſt end 


of the lake, are ſeen the ruins of a Priory, 


founded, in 1122, by ALEXANDER I. 

At the weſtern extremity of Loch Tay, 
is the village of Killin; and, at the eaſt 
end, that of Kenmore, which is regularly 
built, and beautifully ſituated on an emi- 
nence, overlooking the lake and the river 
iſuing from it. Over the river there is an 
elegant bridge of five arches. 

The ſeat of the Earl of BrxEaDaLBANE 
at Taymouth, is an ancient caſtle moder- 
nized. It ſtands on a lawn between two 
mountains which open to the lake. Be- 
hind it flows the Tay, at this place a broad 
and rapid ftream. Many delightful wind- 
ing walks are made-along the banks of the 
river, and among the great plantations ot 
pines on the adjacent hills. 

In the fertile vale of Strath Tay, ſtands 
Cafile Menzies. Between the villages of 
Weem and Aberfeldy, there is a bridge 
over the Tay. At the latter village there 
is a cotton manufacture. 

Dunkeld is ſituated amid vaſt rocks, part- 
ly naked and partly wooded, under which 
the Tay rolls his majeſtic ſtream. Its ro- 
mantic ſituution, and the advantage of 

drinking, 
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drinking goats whey, invite much genteel 
company to this place in the ſummer 
months. Dunkeld is the market-town of 
this part of the Highlands, and carries on 
ſome manufacture of linen. The ſeat of 
the Duke of ATHroLE here, is rather a fine 
villa than a ducal manſion. It has, how- 
ever, been the object of much attention 
and expence. This favoured ſpot (ſays 
« Mr G1Lein) conſiſts of a ſmall circular 
e valley, ſurrounded by a grand ſkreen of 
mountains. The baſe of thoſe moun- 
« tains is waſhed by the Tay, at this place 
„ broad, deep, and filent.” The whole 
valley is interſperſed with wood, and is 
adorned with caſcades, floping banks, and 
beautiful winding walks. 

The ruin of a cathedral, ſhrouded with 
wood, ſtands near the houſe. Part of this 
ancient pile is now the pariſh-church. 

The river Braan, deſcending from the 
hills eaſt of Loch Tay, falls into the Tay 
a little above Dunkeld. At a place called 
the Rumbling Bridge, this river exhibits a 
grand ſcene: Under an arch thrown over 
a narrow chaſm, between two projecting 
rocks that almoſt meet, its whole waters 
are precipitated in a fall of nearly fifty 
feet. 


The | 
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The Duke of ATHroLE's plantations and 
pleaſure-grounds, cover more than a thou- 
ſand acres of ground : they are beautiful 
beyond deſcription. © At the Hermitage“, 
« on the river Braan, (ſays the author laſt 
« mentioned), the whole ſtream, in foam- 
ing violence, forcing its way through an 
abrupt and rocky deſcent, exhibits an 
« aſtoniſhing caſcade. At the bottom, it 
has formed an abyſs, in which the wheel- 
ing waters ſuffer a new agitation, though 
© of a different kind.“ 

On the ſouth fide of the vale below 
Dunkeld, the hill of Birnam, rendered 
claſſic ground by the magic pen of SuAKE- 
SPEARE, riſes with rude and ſtriking mag- 
nificence : but it is now totally diveſted 
of wood. It abounds with fine flate, and 
contains veins of lead ore. Of Dunſinnan 
Caſile no veſtige remums except a double 
ditch, on the top of a mountuin. At a 
conſiderable diſtance to the weſt, at Carn- 
beddie, traces of Macbeth's firſt caſtle are 
ſaid to be obſerved. 

To the eaſt of Dunkeld, runs a vale at the 
foot of the mountains, and a chain of lakes, 
adorned with gentlemens feats, wooded 

banks, 


ee 
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banks, and rural ſcenery. On a ſmall but 
pleaſant iſland in one of theſe lakes, the 
Loch of Clunie, ſtands an old caſtle in good 
repair, an occaſional ſummer reſidence of 
the family of AiRLyY. The ruins of a caſtle 
of ſtill greater antiquity, ſaid to be a hunt- 
ing-ſeat of KENNETH MacaLein, ſtand 
on the top of a large green mound, partly 
natural and partly artificial, on the weſt 
bank of this lake. Forneth, the ſeat of 
Tromas ELvxs, Eſq. Lord Provoſt of the 
city of Edinburgh, ſtands on an elevated 
fituation, on the north-weſt bank of the 
lake, commanding a very beautiful, though 
not an extenſive, proſpect. Roes are ſome- 
times ſeen in this diſtrict, and, in ſharp win- 
ters, the red deer reſort to the foreſt of Clu- 
nie. Above four centuries ago, Laighwood 
Park, about a mile ſquare, was incloſed 
with a ſtone wall, in ſome places ſtill fix 
or {even feet high, and four feet broad at 
top. 

On the banks of the river Airdle, lies 
the village of Blairgourie, which is a burgh 
of barony, and contains about four hun- 
dred inhabitants. GkoRGE DrRUmmonD, 
Eiq. to whom the city of Edinburgh is 
io much indebted for the improvements 
he ſet on foot, and part of which he had 

the 
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the pleaſurc to ſee completed, was born 
at Newton Houſe, in the vicinity of Blair- 
gourie. 

The country to the ſouth is part of the 
extenlive plain called Strathmore, alrcady 
mentioned. The foil in this tract is ex- 
cellent ; and rich ſhell-marl is found in 
abundance. Great quantities of flax and 
grain are here raiſed by means of this ma- 
nure. 

The village of Rattray is fituated on 
the river Ericht. The ancient caſtles of 
Rattray and Craighall are ſeen in this 
neighbourhood. The latter is built on 
the ſummit of a vaſt rock overlooking the 
Ericht, and in ancient times was a place 
of great ſtrength. 

Not far diſtant, to the north-eaſt, lies the 
village of Alyth, containing upwards of a 
thouſand inhabitants, who are employed 
chiefly in the manufacture of linen. On the 
ſummit of Barry Hill, which is only about 
a mile in circumference at the baſe, and 
above fix hundred and fifty feet in height, 
ſtands an ancient fortification, part of 
which has been vitrified : By tradition, 
this fort is ſaid to have been the place 
where Queen Vanoka, wife of the Britiſh 
King, ARTHUR, was impriſoned ; but the 

particulars 
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particulars of her hiſtory are not known 
with certainty. What is ſaid to be her 
monument, at Meigle, not far diſtant, is, 
perhaps, the moſt curious relict of anti- 
quity in this part of the country. 

Near che village of Meile, ſtands Bel. 
mont Caſtle, the ſcat of the Right Hon. 
JAuks STEwarr MAcxKENZz Ik, Lord Privy 
Seal, brother to the late Marquis of Burs. 

The ſingular fituation of Delvin, on an 
elevated plain on the north ſide of the Tay, 
above its junction with the Ja, and the 
ruins of Kinclaven Caſtle on the ſouth, me- 
rit particular notice. The latter is a ſtri- 
king ſpecimen of the ancient ſtrong- holds 
of this country. 

On the eaſt ſide of the Tay, near its 
confluence with the Iſla, are ſeen a few 
ſcattered trees, the remains of the once 
exteniive wood of Shortwood Shaw, where 
WALLACE is ſaid to have eluded the pur- 
ſuit and ſearch of a thouſand of his ene- 
mies. 

At Stanley, on the weſt ſide of the Tay, 
there 1s a cotton-work, and a handſome 
village, built on a regular plan, and con- 
taining about four hundred inhabitants. 
At Luncarty, a few miles north from 
Perth, is one of the moſt extenſive bleach- 
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ing- grounds in Scotland. This place is 
ſignalized by the great victory obtained 
by the Scots over the Danes in 970, where 
the gallant Hay, and his two ſons, are 
ſaid to have turned the tide of conqueſt in 
favour of their countrymen. In theſe 
fields, (which are now covered with linen- 
cloth, or with luxuriant crops of wheat 
and other grain), ſwords, ſpears, and tar- 
gets, occaſionally dug up in the courſe of 
agriculture, and in the formation of ca- 
nals for the purpoſes of bleaching, furniſh 
every day freſh proofs of the authenticity 
of Scottiſh hiſtory : 


So 0000000009 6 «« Finibus illis 
Agricola, incurvo terram molitus aratro, 
Exeſa inveniet ſcabra rubigine pila.”” Virc. 


The manufactures at Pitcairn Green, 
Cromwell Park, and Stormontfield, employ 
many hands. 

The river Almond, or Ammon, deſcend- 
ing from the Grampian hills through a 
wild romantic glen, to which it gives 
name, falls into the Tay nearly oppolite 
to Scone. On its banks, at the foot of the 
mountains, are ſtill to be ſeen the trenches 
of a Roman encampment ; and, lower 


down, the graves of two celebrated beau- 
K ties. 
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ties, whoſe names are well known from 
the tragical ballad of Be Bell and Mary 
Gray. On the ſouth ſide of the river, and 
at no great diftance from it, are the vil- 
lage, wood, and caſtle, of Methven. The 
caſtle is of conſiderable antiquity. The 
village may contain about four hundred 
inhabitants, many of whom are employed 
in the linen-manufature. Here are two 
paper-mills, and ſeveral mills for manu- 
facturing grain. 

It is ſaid, that Bertha, or Old Perth, 
ſtood on the banks of this river, near where 
it falls into the Tay ; that it was ſwept 
away by a great flood in 1200, and after- 
wards rebuilt where Perth now ſtands: 
But there ſeems to be ſufficient reaſon to 
believe, that Perth has always flood near- 
ly on the ſame ground which it at preſent 
occupies. 

It is thought, that the Roman army 
under the command of AckricoLa, in its 
progreſs northward, previous to the deci- 
five engagement with GaLcacus, croſſed 
the Tay very near the mouth of the Al- 
mond, where there are ſtill ſome remains 
of the wooden frame of a bridge. 

A canal above four miles in length, 
ſuppoſed to be a work of the Romans, 


carries 
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carries 2 great quantity of the waters of 
the river Almond through the town of 
Perth, which ſerves to drive its mills, and 
to anſwer other uſeful purpoſes. 

Here Ruthven Caſtle, or Huntington 
Tower, and Tibbermore, deſerve to be no- 
ticed, whether we regard their ancient or 
their preſent ſtate: The former, once the 
reſidence of the Gowk1z family, now of 
a ſet of induſtrious manufacturers; the 
latter, once a wild waſte, the ſcene of 
battles and of bloodſhed, now in a high 
ſtate of cultivation. 

On an eminence on the eaſt fide of the 
Tay, ſtands the ancient pulace of Scone, 
the birthplace of the celebrated Earl of 
MansSFiELD, The Abbey, ſtill more an- 
cient, founded by ALExanper I. in 111.1, 
is ſuppoſed, from the foundations that have 
been dug up, tv have encloſed a ſpace of 
twelve acres within its walls, Here the 
Scottiſh Kings were crowned, in the cele- 
brated ftone chair, once conſidered as 
the palladium of. Scottiſh Empire. This 
chair is now in Weſtminſter Abbey. 

The village of Scone ſtands not far 
from the palace. It contains nearly five 
hundred inhabitants. 

K 2 Perth 
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Perth is ſituated in an extenſive plain, 
on the banks of the Tay. So beautiful is 
the approach to this town, that the Ro- 
man army, it is ſaid, on ſeeing its noble 
river, burſt into the exclamation of Ecce 
Tyberim! The town is built according to 
a regular plan; and moſt of the houſes 
are in the modern taſte. It contains about 
twenty thouſand inhabitants. Here are 
two churches, one of which was formerly 
part of a fine Monaitery. An elegant 
ſtone bridge, of nine :rches, is thrown 
over the Tay at the catt end of the town. 
The North and South Inches are cxten- 
live pleaſure grounds, fringed with trees: 
The als, which are delightful, eſpecial- 
ly on the banks of the Fay, are frequent- 
ed by the inhabitants of the town; and 
the interior areas are commodious places 
for military exerciſes. In former times, 
Perth was occaſionally the reſidence of the 
Scottiſh Kings, and the ſeat of the Parlia- 
ment and Curt of Juſtice. James I. a 
molt amiable and accompliſhed Prince, 
was murdered in the Monaſtery here, at 
the inſtigation of his uncle. In this town, 
in 15=<, joun Knox, the Reformer, 
preached his firſt public ſermon againſt 
Popery. 


Its 
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Its happy ſituation for trade, the Jay 


being here a navigable river, renders Perth 


a very flouriming town. A great nen 
and cotton manufacture is licre eitabuſh- 
ed: The value of the good; annually 
manufactured, has been etttunaced at more 
than two hundred thoufand pounds Ster- 
ling. Blcaching and printing ot linen and 
cotton is carried on in its vicinity to a 
great amount. 

From the fertile country around, of 
which this town is the emporium, much 
wheat, barley, and flax, is annually ex- 
ported. Its imports are eſtimated at thir- 
ty thouſand pounds Sterling annually. 
The ſalmon-fiſhings in the Tay form a 
great object of commerce. Immenſe quan- 
tities of that fiſt: are ſent from hei to 
London and Edinburgh. A pearl fiſhery 
in this river, was carried on very ſucceſs- 
fully about fifty years ago ; but now, few 
pearls are here found. The houle of the 
celebrated Earl of Gowkrisg, noted for the 
dubious conſpiracy againſt King JAurs VI. 
is how converted into ertiliery-barracks. 

The ancient caitle of Echo, on the 


ſouth bank of the Tay, about three miles 
below Perth, i» worthy of notice. It 


* 
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gives the title of Lord ELcno to the eldeſt 
ſon of the Earl of Wrmrss. 

The woody hills of Kinnout and Mon. 
crief, on oppoſite ſides of the Tay, are re- 
markable for the beautiful and extenſive 
proſpect from their ſummits. 

Near the Hill of Ninnoul ſtands the 
old caſtle of Kinfuuns, in which has bcen 
kept for more than five hundred years, a 
large ſword, faid to have bclonged to 
Tromas Chakras of Longueville, the 
friend of WaLLace, and the adherent of 
Bruce in all his wars. 

In the fertile Car/e of Gowrtie, which ex- 
tends to the eaſt along the north ſide of 
the eſtuary of the Tay, there are ſeveral 
neat villages, among which 1s that of Bal- 
lidgarno, lately erected by Lord Kin- 
NAIRD. On a rocky eminence, near the 
eaſt end of this fertile tract, ſtands Caſtle 
Huntly, commanding one of the richeſt 
and moſt pleaſant proſpects of which 
this or any other country can bouſt. Near 
it, is the village of Zongforgan, which 
was erected into a burgh of barony in 
1672. It contains more than ſix hundred 
inhabitants. To the ſouth-weſt, at the 
_ diſtance of a few miles, is the village of 
Errol, 


＋ ty 
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Errol, which contains about eight hun- 
dred perſons. 

Through the ſouth-weſt part of the 
county extends the plain of Strathearn, 
ſkreened on the north by the Grampian 
Mountains, and on the ſouth by the Ochls, 
(or perhaps Oak hills, becauſe they were 
in former times covered with oak), which 
are green and ſoftly ſwelling hills, attord- 
ing many excellent ſheep-walks. The 
Earn, a conſiderable river, iſſuing from a 
lake of that name, meanders beautifully, 
for above twenty miles, through this 
charming valley. This plain contains a 
number of fine villas and country: ſeats. 
In the ſouth-eaſtern part, called Lower 
Strathearn, is Abernethy, with its ancient 
tower, faid to have been once the ca- 
pital of the Pits. The inhabitants of 
this ancient city, fo much decayed, may 
{till amount to about a thouſand. The 
bridge over the Earn, nearly oppoſite to 
Moncrieff Houſe, is ſuppoſed to be of great 
antiquity. 

Pitcaitly Wells are remarkable ſaline 
ſprings, the waters of which have a brack- 
iſh taſte, and are eſteemed very beneficial 
in ſcorbutic diſorders. At a little diſtance 
are ſeen the houſe and birken wood of In- 

K 4 vermay. 
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vermay, the ſubject of a well-known pa- 
ſtoral ſong. On the north fide of the 
Earn ftands Duplin Houſe, now modern- 
ized, the ſeat of the Earl of KI N NOUl, 
(originally the refidence of the family of 
OLirmanrt), riſing amid foreſts of ancient 
trees. The battle of Duplin, in 1332, fo 
fatal to the Scots, ſignalizes this place. 

A little to the ſouth-weſt of Duplin, 
we may remark the riſing village of Dun- 
ning, and the houſe of Duncruib, the reſi- 
dence of Lord RoLLo. 

The village of Auchterarder, once a 
royal borough, is ſituated on an eminence, 
and contains nearly fix hundred inhabi- 
rants. 

In this neighbourhood, near Gl/eneagles, 
are the ſources of tlie two rivers Ruthven 
and Allen. They run in different direc- 
tions. The former falls into the Earn; 
the latter, after paſſing through Dunblane, 
falls into the Forth above Stirling. On 
the river Ruthven are ſeen the ruins of 
the old caſtle of Kincardine, formerly the 
retidence of the anceſtors of the Duke of 
MoxTx«o3r, and, not far diſtant, thoſe of 
the cattle of Tullibardine. 

To the ſouth of Auchterarder, part of 
Perthſhire is interjected between Clack- 

munnan 
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mannan and Kinroſs ſhires. In this di- 


ſtrict flows the Devon, a truly paſtoral 
ftream. The nature of the ground has 
forced it to take a very circuitous courſe, 
Although its track would probably mea- 
ſure nearly forty miles, yet it falls into 
the Forth at the diſtance only of ſix miles 
from its ſource. Near the village of Crook, 
it winds entirely round, and runs in an 
oppoſite direction, almoſt parallel to its 
former courſe, paſſing through the beau- 
tiful vale called Glendevon. Here 1s ano- 
ther Rumbling Bridge, ſimilar to that over 
the Braan. In ſeveral places the river 
has forced its way, in a ſurpriſing manner, 
through obſtructing rocks. At the Cal- 
dron-lin, in the lapſe of ages, it has worn 
away the ſofter parts of the ſtone, and 
formed immenſe pits, into which the wa- 
ter falls with a tremendous noiſe. The 
hollow ſound which proceeds from the 
bottom of the chaſm, and the boiling tur- 
bulence of the water daſhing on the rocks, 
appal the ſpectator. Below this, the u hole 
river is precipitated in one ſheet from a 
height of torty feet, upon huge ſtones torn 

from the face of the rock. 
Loch Earn, which gives name to the 
river already mentioned, and alſo to the 
fertile 
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fertile vale through which it flows, is a 
beautiful lake, about eight miles in length, 
and in moſt places not more than one mile 
in breadth. It is ſurrounded by lofty 
mountains, and ſkirted with wood. It 
lies nearly caſt and weſt, and is only a few 
miles diſtant from Loch Tay. There is 
an extenſive and valuable oak wood near 
the head of the valley connected with 
Loch Earn. | 

Between this lake and the village of 
Crief, no fewer than five ſtone bridges are 
built acroſs the river Earn. In this 
tract is the village of Comrie, remarkable 
as the place where ſeveral flight ſhocks of 
an earthquake have been felt, in 1789, and 
fince that period. At Va/gin Roſs, on the 
ſouth tide of the river, there are veſtiges 
of two Roman camps, united by an ageer. 
The pleaſure- grounds and plantations at 
Dan:ira Lodge, contribute to embelliſh this 
part of the country. 

The hills and woods of Ochtertyre, 
emboſomed in an amphitheatre of ſur- 
rounding mountains, add much to the 
beauty of the ſcene. In this neighbour- 
hood was born Colonel Dow, author of 
the Hiſtory of Hindoſtan.“ 
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It is perhaps worthy of remark, that, in 
the ſhort ſpace of a mile and a half, there 
are fifteen mills erected on the ſtream that 
deſcends from Loch Turret, above Crief; 
and that a canal might be conducted, with- 
out a lock, from Crief to within a mile of 
the Tay. 

The town of Crzef, lituated on the de- 
clivity of a hill, on the north {ide of the 
Earn, contains about two thouſand inha- 
bitants. It has great annual markets tor 
cattle, and conſiderable manufactures of 
various kinds. 

The village of Muthil, on the oppoſite 
ſide of the river, ſtands, in rather a low 
fituation, on the great road from Inver- 
nels to Stirling. It contains upwards of 
four hundred inhabitants. 

In its vicinity is Drummond Caftl:, the 
ancient ſeat of the noble family of PerTn, 
built in the year 1490, having around it 
much planting, and enjoying an extenſive 
proſpect to the eaſt. 

Amid the windings of the Earn, are 
the vencrable ruins of the abbey of /nncr- 
paffray ; near which are a gratis ſchool 

' for poor children, and a library for the 
entertainment and benefit of the mublic, 
founded 
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founded by GiLBEtrT, Earl of STRATH- 
EARN. 

Not far diftant are two Roman camps; 
one at Strageath, near Innerpaffruy, and 
the other at Ardoch, cloſe by the highway 
from Stirling to Inverneſs. The latter is, 
perhaps, the moſt complete of any in this 
country, and 1s ſufficiently large to have 
contained all the troops of AcRicoLa. 

To the caſt of the public road, on the 
ſlope of a range of hills, lies Sheriff-moor, 
the ſcenc of a bloody though indeciſive 
conflict, in 1715, between the Rebel Ar- 
my under the Earl of Mas, and the King's 
forces under the Duke of ARGYLE. 

The village of Dunblane, though low, 
and rather irregularly built, is pleaſantly 
fituated on the banks of the river Allen. 
This town was formerly a biſhop's ſee. 
Here the excellent Dr LEe1GaTon, conſe- 
crated in 1662, reſided ſeven years, before 
he was preferred to the archbiſhopric of 
Glaſgow. He here iuſtituted a public li- 
brary, and bequeathed to it, at his death, 
his own ample collection of books. This 
valuable library kas received conſiderable 
additions ſince its firſt inſtitution. The 
zuins of the Biſhop's Palace ſtill remain, 
and part of the ancient Cathedral is now 
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occupied as a pariſh- church. Dunblane 
contains about two thouſand inhabitants. 

A plane tree, in this neighbourhood, 
has attained to an uncommon ſize. In cir- 
cumference, it meaſures, at the ground, 
twenty-ſeven feet; where ſmalleſt, eigh- 
teen; and, where it branches, thirty. 

The village of Doune is regularly built, 
and contains nearly a thouſand inhabi- 
tants. The lofty ruins of the caſtle, 
which ſtand on à beautiful green knoll, 
overlook the river Teith, two or three 
miles above its junction with the Forth. 

The two principal branches which form 
the Teith, deſcend each from a chain of 
lakes ; the one on the north, and the other 
on the ſouth, ſide of the lofty mountain 
Ben Liddie. 

Balvaię, the northern branch, deſcends 
from the rugged mountains called the 
Braes of Balquhidder, and paſſes through 
three lakes, Doine, Vail, and Lubnaig, be- 
fore it join the other. Lubnaig, or the 
„winding lake,“ bends round a point of 
Ben Liddie, which overlooks it, the rock 
riſing, nearly perpendicular, from the wa- 


ter's edge to an amazing height. Abnoſt 


oppoſite, lived for ſome.time the late Mr 
Babes, 


. 
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Brucx, while compoſing the Hiſtory of 
his Travels; pleaſed, it is ſaid, with tra- 
cing, in the rude grandeur of this lake 
and rock, a faint reſemblance to the lakes 
and mountains of Abyſſinia. 

The ſouthern branch, iſſuing from Loch 
Ketterin, paſſes through two other lakes, 
Achry and Vennachar, and joins the north- 
ern branch at Callendar. 

The village of Callendar is remarkable 
for its ſingularly beautiful fituation, as 
well as for the neat and regular manner 
in which it 1s built. It contains nearly 
a thouſand inhabitants. 

The beautiful and pictureſque ſcenery 
known by the name of the Troſachs, at 
the eaſt end of Loch Ketterin, merits no- 
tice. The lake, eight miles in length, and 
{kirted with natural wood, occupies the 
bottom of a winding valley, lying between 
the mountains Ben Venu and Ben Lid- 
die. Its weſt end is four miles only, di- 
ſtant from Loch Lomond. Every object 
that can affect the mind with ideas of the 
rude grandeur and ſublimity of Nature, 
ſcems here aſſembled; and no traveller of 
taſte. can view this ſcene without delight 
and aſtoniſhment. 

Another 
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Another chain of lakes, in the bottom 
of the vale between Ben Lomond and Ben 
Venu, gives riſe to the Forth. The lake 
of Monteith, alſo, about five miles in cir- 
cumference, ſends forth the ſurplus of its 
waters to augment the ſame river, which, 
in that part of its courle, has little appear- 
ance of attaining to thut greatneſs by 
which it is diſtinguiſhed after its junction 
with the Teith. 

The village of Deanſion, adjacent to 
that of Dounc, is inhabited chieilv by the 
labouring people b longing to the Adel- 
phi Cotton-work, where upwards of nine 
hundred perſons are employed. 

Bluir-Drummund Hyuſe ſtands on the 
ſouth banks of the Teith. The parks and 
pleaſure-grounds are extenſive and beau- 
tiful. This elegant country-feat was the 
property, and often the reſideuce, of the 
late Lord Kamszs, who, by liberal exer- 
tions, diſcovered, or at leaſt improved, a 
very ingenious method of removing a 
thick ſtratum of peat-earth from the clay- 
foil below, by means cf a ſtream of water 
floating it away. Or the cxtenfive moraſs 
catled the Voſs of Kincardine and Moſs 
Flanders, forty or fifty acres are thus an- 

nually 
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nually cleared, and rendered fit for the 
purpoſes of agriculture *. 

The united villages of Thornhill and 
Norriſtoun, in this vicinity, contain about 
fix hundred inhabitants. Here is a tan- 
nery and ſome other manufactures. 

The number of ſouls in Perthſhire pro- 
bably exceeds one hundred and thirty 
thouſand. 


TIE. 


For a particular account of the operation of 
clearing off the pear-carth, the immenſe trees of 
oak dug up, and ther curiofities, fee Tranſactions 
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, vol. iii. p. 266. 
Phyſical Claſs. 
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Tuis county is bounded on three fides 
by water. On the north by the eſtuary 
of the Tay; on the eaſt by the Britiſh 


"Ocean; on the ſouth by'the Frith of Forth; 


and on the weſt by the ſhires of Kinroſs, 
Perth and Clackmannan. Its figure is very 
irregular. Its greateſt breadth is about 
ſixteen miles; its length above fifty. 

Fifeſhire, though not mountainous, is 
exceedingly hilly ; but its hills are for the 
moſt part green, and many of them culti- 
vated to the ſummit. Of theſe the high- 
eſt is Weſt Lomond, which riſes about 
thirteen hundred feet above the level of 
the ſea. The elevation of Eaſt Lomond 
is ſomewhat leſs. 


Near the centre of the county is the 


burgh of Falkland, with which we ſhall 
begin our ſurvey, This town ftands at 
the foot of the Eaſt Lomond hill, and on 


done ſide of that extenſive vale - which 


reaches from the borders of Kinroſs-ſhire, 
"north-eaſt; to Cupar. It was formerly a 
BY L royal 
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royal reſidence. The magnificent ruing 
of the palace afford ſame idea of its an. 
cient grandeur. Some apartments in it 
are ſtill inhabited. Falkland, like all the 
other towns of this county, has ſome linen 
manufacture. It contains about a thou- 
fand inhabitants, many of whom are em. 
ployed in agriculture. In its vicinity are 
two villages, Newton and Freuchie ; the 
firſt contains nearly two hundred, the lat. 
ter five hundred, inhabitants. Veſtiges of 
encampments are ſeen at Nuthill and Mai. 
den Caſtle. 

The vale already mentioned extends 
along the centre of the county. It is 
about ſixteen miles in length, and three 
in breadth. It was formerly a ſandy and 
barren tract; but it is now enriched by 
cultivation, and embelliſhed by many villas 
and plantations. The river Eden paſſes 
through it, flowing in an eaſtern courſe. 
The village of Kettle ſtands on the ſouth 
fide of the vale, and has about five hun- 
dred inhabitants. In limeſtone quarries in 
its vicinty, petrifactions, and impreſſions 
of vegetable ſubſtances, have been found. 
The tower of Scot Starvets, or Scott 
Tarbet, built on an eminence, is a conſpi- 
cuous objec toward the eaſt end of the 

vale. 
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vale. Struthers, an ancient ſeat of the 
Earls of CRAwrunn; and Craighall, for- 
merly the ſeat of Sir Tnouas Horx, 
ſtand in this neighbourhood. Near the 
village of Ceres, the celebrated Lunazni 
deſcended in his atrial vehicle, in October 
1785, having performed a voyage of thirty- 
two miles in an hour and twenty minutes. 
Cupar, the county-town, is built on the 
north bank of the Eden. It is a burgh of 
great antiquity. Its caſtle was long the 
refidence of the powerful Thanes of Firs ; 
but was demoliſhed in the reign of Da- 
vid II. It contains about three thouſand 
inhabitants, many of whom are manufac- 
turers. Five hundred thouſand yards of 
coarſe linen are ſaid to be ſtamped here 
annually. The bleaching of linen and 
tanning of leather, are carried on to a con- 
fiderable extent. Near Cupar is the Mount, 
the eſtate of Sir Davip LIN DSA, the moſt 
celebrated Poet in the court of IAuxs V. 
Colonel CLETHANRE is the twenty-ninth of 
the name, in lineal deſcent, who has poſ- 
ſeſſed Car logie-Houſe, 

The ſituation of the village of Dairfie, on 
the ſame fide of the Eden, is very beau- 
tiful. Archbiſhop Srorriswoob is ſaid 
to have built the church and ſpire in 1622, 
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and here, it is believed, he wrote his Hi. 
ſtory. Crawfurd- Lodge, Rankeiller, Ru. 
mornie, and Melville-Houſe, the ſeat of the 
Earl of Leven, with their extenſive plan. 
tations, add much to the beauty of the 
vale. A ſquare tower in Melville Park, 
was once the reſidence of Cardinal Bza- 
TOUN. 

Toward the north from Falkland, 
ſtands Auchtermuchty, a royal burgh, con- 
taining eleven hundred inhabi:ants. It 
has its charter from Jamss IV. A little 
to the welt ſtands the village of Strath- 
mig 9. 

Paſſing over the range of hills, between 
Auchtermuchty and the Tay, we meet 
with the lake of Lindores, a fine ſheet of 
water, nearly a mile in length. On the 
ſouthern bank of the Tay, in the north 
weſt corner of the county, is the vil- 
lage of Newburgh, which contains nearly 
ſixteen hundred inhabitants, and has ſome 
ſhare of trade and manufactures. The 
Abbey of Lindores, in this vicinity, is now 
ſo completely ruinous, that we cannot ac- 
curately aſcertain its extent. 

Eaſtward along the coaſt ſtands Norman 
Law, a high hill, with remains of old for- 
tifications, where the northern invaders 


are 
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are ſaid to have depoſited their plunder 
during their incurſions, till they found it 
conyenient to return homeward. 

Near it there are allo traces of a Ro- 
man camp ; and at no very great diſtance, 
the old caſtle of Bulinbrieck, long tne re- 
ſidence of the family of Rothes. 

Amid the ruins of the Abbey of Bulme- 
rino, are ftill to be ſeen ſome pillirs of 
excellent workmanſhip, and of moſt du- 
rable ſtone, covered by a beautiful arch. 
This abbey was founded in 1229, by 
ALtzXANDper II. and his mother EMEr- 
GARDA, Widow of WILLIAM the Lion. Un- 
like moſt monaſteries, it has a command- 
ing view of the river, Dundee, and the 
rich vale of the Carſe ot Gowry. A cop- 
pice wood extends about a mile along the 
banks of the Tay. A little farther eaſt 
ſtands Woodbaven, a imali ſea port, where 
the paſſage boats ply een Dundee and 
the coaſt of Fife. 

The ſouth bank of the Tay, from 
Newburgh to Bruughty, or Burgh Tay, 
Caſtle, where the Frith contracts, contiſts 
of a range of gently ſloping green hills 
of conſiderable height. 

The village of Ferry. Port-on- Crates 
ſtands oppolite to Broughty Caſtle, and 

L 3 contains 
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are ſaid to have depoſited their plunder 
during their incurſions, till they found it 
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Near it there are allo traces of a Ro- 
man camp ; and at no very great diſtance, 
the old caſtle of Bulinbrieck, long tue re- 
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Amid the ruins of the Abbey of Bulme- 
rino, are ſtill to be feen ſome pillirs of 
exceilent workmanſhip, and of moſt du- 
rable ſtone, covered by a beautiful arch. 
This abbey was founded in 1229, by 
ALzxXANDbek II. and his mother EurR- 
GAR Da, Widuw of WILLIAM the Lion. Un- 
like moſt monatteries, it has a command- 
ing view of the river, Dundee, and the 
rich vale of the Carie ot Gowry. A cop- 
pice wood extends about a mile along the 
banks of the Lay. A little tarther eaſt 
ſtands Wondbaven, a ſmali ſea port, where 
the paſſage boats ply deen Dundee and 


the coaſt of Fife. 


The ſouth bank of the Tay, from 
Newburgh to Bruughty, or Burgh Tay, 
Caſtle, where the Frith contracts, conſiſts 
of a range of gently floping green hills 
of conſiderable height. 

The village of Ferry- Port-on-Craigs 
ſtands oppolite to Broughty Caſtle, and 
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contains upwards of ſeven hundred inhabi- 
tants. The paſſage here, though much lef 
frequented than formerly, fince the bridge 
at Perth was built, is reckoned remarkably 
ſafe. Scots Craig was the country reſidence 
of Archbiſhop Jamzs SHary, and of his 
ſon Sir WiLL1aM. There are alſo in this 
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neighbourhood the remains of an old 


caſtle, of which ſeveral vaults are ftill en. 
tire; but tradition and written records 
are equally filent concerning it. 

Toward the month of the Eden, where 
it falls into the Bay of St Andrews, ſtands 
Leuchars, a riſing village, having a con- 
ſiderable number of inhabitants, moſtly 
manufacturers. 

At Blebo, not far from St Andrews, there 
are promiſing appearances of lead-ore. In 
this neighbourhood is the Den of Dura, 
a romantic and beautiful narrow glen. . 

The city of St Andrews is fituated at 
the bottom of a bay, on the level top of 
a ſmall hill, extending eaſt and weft, ha- 
ving an open proſpect to the fea. The 
view is bounded on the land fide by a ſe- 
micircular range of hills. The harbour 
is rather incommodious, and admits only 
ſmall veſſels. This town was former- 
ly the ſeat of a Metropolitan Biſhop. The 
cathedral, the chapel of St Regulus, (the 

ſquare 
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fquare tower of which has been lately re- 
paired), the church of St Salvator, and 
the Priory, have been noble Gothic ſtruc- 
tures. The Caſtle of St Andrews was the 
ſcene of the cruelty and the puniſhment 
of the noted Cardinal BzxaToun, who was 
there put to death in 1546. 

St Andrews was, in former times, by 
far the moſt regular city in Scotland. 
Four ſpacious parallel ftreets terminated 
by the lofty cathedral on the eaſt, and 
the city wall on the weſt, were crofled at 
right angles by ſeveral narrow ſtreets or 
lanes. As it derived its dignity and ſplen- 
dour from the church, we need not be 
ſurpriſed, that the Reformation reduced 
it to a heap of deſerted ruins. Though 
it cannot be expected to recover its ori- 
ginal glory, yet, by the advantages of its 
fituation, 'and the induſtry of its inhabi- 
tants, it will probably ſoon regain a high 
degree of reſpectability for trade and ma- 
nufactures. The city of St Andrews con- 
tains about two thouſand five hundred in- 
habitants. 

The celebrated univerſity of this town 
was founded by Biſhop WarDLaw in 
1411. Its retired and healthy fituation is 
peculiarly favourable to the ſtudents. The 
Profeſſors, who teach the various branch- 

L 4 es 
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es of -literature, are men of diſtinguiſhed 
virtue and abilities; and from the narrow 
limits of the ſociety, the character of 
every ſtudent is perfectly known. Hence, 
even the ſmalleſt irregularity is inſtantly 
diſcovered and checked. Vice, therefore, 
can make but little progreſs in this place, 
fince the incorrigible are not permitted to 
remain long the corrupters of the reſt. 

Along. the ſouthern coaſt of this coun- 
ty there is a great nutaber of ſmall bo- 
roughs, which were chiefly. erected by 
3 r 

The borough of Crail, ſmall as it is, con- 
taining only about thirteen hundred inha- 
ditants, is ſaid to hold the Ning to be per- 
petual Provoſt of the town,—an honour 
which his preſent. Majeſty, perhaps, ne- 
ver knew he poſſeſſed. It is, however, a 
place of great antiquity, and had a char- 
ter from Rozzrxr I. Here the Danes 
are ſaid to have put to death, in a ſmall 
cave. on the ſhore, ConsTanTINE, the 
King of Scots, whom they had taken pri- 
ſoner after their defeat on the banks of 
the Leven. King Davip I. frequently re- 
ded here. 

Kilrenny contains about a thouſand in- 
habitants. This, as well as ſome other 

towns 
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towns along the coaſt, muſt have ſuf- 
fered from the decline of the fiſheries. 
Hence, the. burghs of Eaft and Weſt 
2 are become very inconſider- 
able. via. no 

The burgh of Pittenweem contains up- 
wards, of eleven hundred inhabitants. 
Here is the ruin of an abbey. Dr Dovu- 
GLAs, biſhop of Salifbury, was born, and 
received the firſt rudiments of his edu- 
cation, at this place. | 

At the town of St: Monance, part of a 
ſtately Gothic pile of hewn-ſtone, in the 
form of a croſs, with a ſquare ſteeple 
in the centre, founded by Davio LI. ſtill 
ſerves for the pariſh church. This town 
contains about eight, hundred inhabitants. 

EurPs Ferry, derites its name from the 
eſtabliſhment of a ferry here by Macoury 
Earl of Firs, who lay ſome time in a 
cave on the ſhore, concealed from the 
Uſurper Maczzrn, and who croſſed over 
at this place in his way to England. It was 
a royal burgh at a very carly period : its 
charter was renewed in 1589. 

In this neighbourhood is the ſeat of the 
Earl of BaLcaRkas, built in a mot de- 
lightful ſituation. 

The 
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The village of Ely is fituated on the 
ſhore, has a good harbour, and contains 
about five hundred inhabitants. 

Along the curvature of the beautiful 
bay of Largo, we meet with a cheerful 
ſucceſſion of towns and gentlemens ſeats. 
The green conic hill called Zargo Law, ri. 
ſing about a thouſand feet above the level 
of the ſca, affords a fine ſheep walk; and 
its baſe is well cultivated. The towns on 
the coaſt have manufactures of falt, and 
carry on a briſk trade in coals. Near the 
village of Lundin are three vaſt upright 
ſtones; the largeſt ſixteen feet high. 
Theſe ſtones are probably monuments of 
the victory obtained near this place over 
the Danes by MaczBzTtna and Ba RO. A 
little to the weſt, the river Leven falls in- 
to the ſea at a handſome village to which it 
gives name, and which may ſoon become 
a place of conſiderable trade, having al- 
ready nearly twelve hundred inhabitants. 

This river deſcends from a beautiful 
lake of the ſame name in Kinroſs-ſhire. 
On its northern bank, a few miles caſt of 
the lake, ſtands Zeſley, the ſeat of the Earl 
of Ror RES, and a neat village, containing 
about eight hundred inhabitants. Theſe 
are chiefly employed in the manufacture of 
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linen and cotton. Eaſt from this are the 
villages of Mar ſtinch and Kennoway. The 
former has an excellent bleachfield, and 
ſome manufactures ; the latter overlooks 
a beautiful and romantic den, and con- 
tains about fix hundred inhabitants. 

Before the Leven falls into Largo Bay, 
it is joined by the united ſtreams of two 
{mall rivers, the Orr and the Lochty, which, 
for a great part of their courſe before 
their junction, have ſomewhat the appear- 
ance of artificial canals, intended for the 
aocommodation and improvement of the 
adjacent fields. The former deſcends 
from a ſmall lake, now nearly drained, in 
which are the ruins of an old caſtle, ſaid 
to be built in the reign of Marcorcm III. 
and near by it are the veſtiges of a Roman 
camp. On the banks of the latter ſtands 
the village of Kinglaſſie. 

The river Leven, independent of the 
beautiful ſcenery along its banks, and its 
advantages as a fiſhing ftream, is of great 
utility to manufactures, by its aid in dri- 
ving machinery. There are not fewer 
than forty mills upon it in the couſe of ten 
miles. One of theſe belongs to a very con- 
fiderable cotton-work, lately erected near 

the 


172 SCOTLAND DELINEATED. 


the village of Leven, which employs mors 
than three hundred hands. 

South weſt from Leven, along the ſhore, 
ſtand the villages of Methel, Buckbayen, 
Eaſt and Weſt Hemyſs. Methel was 
erected into a burgh of barony in 1662, 
has a good harbour, and abundance of 
coal. It contains about three hundred in- 
habitants. 

The original inhabitants of the ſmall 


ſiſning town of Buckbaven came from the 


Netherlands, about the time of Pz1iLie II. 
Their veſſel had been ſtranded on the thore: 


they propoſed to remain and ſettle: the 


family of WEMurss gave them permiſſion. 
By degrees they acquired our language, 
and adopted our dreis, and haye proved 
an induſtrious, honeſt ſet of people. The 
town of Buckhaien contains about fix 
hundred perſons. 

Eaſt Nemyſs has more than five hun- 
dred inhabitants. Here on an eminence, 
about a hundred yards from the ſhore, 
ſtand two ſquare towers, and part of the 
wall that ſurrounded the Cattle of Mac- 
DUFF, who was created Earl of Fir about 
the year 1057. 

Weſt Wemyſs. ſituated alſo on the ſhore, 
contains upwards of ſeven hundred inha- 
bitants. 
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bitants. Both here and at Methel ſhipbuild- 


ing is carried on. Wemyſs Caſtle is a large 
magnificent building, on a cliff, about 
forty feet above the level of the ſea. It is 
thought to be nearly as old as that of 
Eaſt Wemyſs. In 1290, Sir MicyatL 
Wrurss of Wemyls, and MicnyatL Scor 


of Balweary, were ſent Commiſſioners to 


Norway, to bring home the infant Queen. 

At Wemyls Caſtle, Lord DAxN Lr had 
his firſt inter. iew with Max Queen of 
Scots. 

Dyſurt was made a royal burgh in the be- 
gining of the fifteenth century. It ſtands 
high, on a bold ſhore; enjoys an extenſive 
proſpe& of the Frith, and has a conſider- 
able trade in coals. Here ſome ſhips are 
built. It contains about eighteen hundred 
inhabitants: But it is ſaid the trade, po- 
pulation and proſperity, of this burgh, 
have never recovered from the ſhock it 
received from the loſs of the ſailors who 
followed Lord Sr CLair to the battle of 
Flodden. 

The chapel of a Priory of Black Friars 


at Dy'art, after lying long in a ruinous 


ſtate, has lately been converted into a forge. 
The Caſtle of Ravenſcraig, now ruinous, 
is ſituated on a rock projecting into the 
ſea, near this place. 


Two 
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Two confiderable villages are connect- 
ed with Dyſart. That of Gala-Town has 
upwards of four hundred inhabitants; 
Patbbead has above two thouſand, moft 
of whom are employed in the linen ma- 
nufacture. 

Dyſart, Kirkcaldy, Kinghorn and 
Burntiſland, jointly ſend a member to Par. 
liament. 

Kirkcaldy, ſituated along a level beach 
of fine ſand at the foot of high banks, 
conſiſts chiefly of one very long ſtreet. It 
is rather confined in its proſpect on the 
land fide. In its trade and population it 
has had great viciſſitude of fortune. A 
little before the middle of the laſt cen- 
tury, it had uſually a hundred fail of 
ſhips employed in foreign trade ; before 
the Reſtoration it loſt ninety-four : Its 
trade has now happily revived. The linen 
manufacture, and that of leather, ſpinning 
of cotton, ſhip-building, and making of ſalt, 
are here the means of exciting and re- 
warding a ſpirit of induſtry. 

Mickazl Scor, the Friar Bacon of 
Scotland, who, in the thirteenth century, 
contributed, by his attainments in ſcience, 
to diſpel the gloom of that benighted age, 


was 
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was 2 native of this neighbourhood, and 
died on his paternal eſtate in 1291. 

Mr Goc GiLLESeis and MrRoBtert 
DoucLas, born at Kirkcaldy, were Com- 
miſſioners to the Aﬀembly of Divines at 
Weſtminſter, The former was noticed 
by the author of Paradiſe Loſt. The 
learned and pious Dr DxrspalE, Mr Os- 
waLD of Dunikeer, and the juſtly cele- 
brated Dr Aram Suirn, were natives of 
this place. The number of inhabitants 
in Kirkcaldy and its ſuburbs may amount, 
perhaps, nearly to five thouſand. 

At the village of Abbot's Hall, there 
are conſiderable cotton-manufactures, and 
two extenſive bleachfields. 

Weſt from Abbot's Hall lie ſeveral 
ſmall lakes, the chief of which is Loch- 
gelly ; upon its banks is a conſiderable 
village, to which it gives name. 

Kingborn is built upon the ſlope of two 
oppolite banks. It contains about eighteen 
hundred inhabitants. Some machinery 
has lately been here erected for ſpin- 
ning cotton and flax. The Reverend 
Mr Hznry bequeathed three hundred 
pounds Sterling to the town of King- 
horn, the intereſt of which is deſtined to 
the uſe of young ſtudents of merit, who 
require pecuniary aid. The harbour of 

Pettycur, 
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Pettycur, about a mile diſtant, is the or- 
dinary landing place of the paſſage-boats 
from Leith on the oppoſite ſhore. Here 
is a medicinal ſpring, once in ſome repute, 
called Kinghorn Spa. 

In this neighbourhood the ors exhi- 
bits many high precipitous cliffs, general. 
ly facing the weſt. One of theſe is figna- 
lized as the place where ALEXANDER ITE. 
in 1285, unhappily loſt his life by a fall 
from his horſe. The death of this Mo. 
narch was an event the moſt dreadful 
in its conſequences, of any recorded in 
the annals of Scotland. To it ſucceed- 
ed the diſaſtrous wars, occaſioned by the 
competition of BALIOL and Bruce for 
the Scottiſh crown. Hiſtory mournfully 
records the place and date; yet no mo- 
nument has been erected to mark the fatal 
ſpot. 0s: | 
Burntiſiand i is a ſmall town, ſituated un- 
der a ſtupendous rock. It has an excel. 
lent harbour, in form of a baſon, where 
ſhips are ſometimes ordered to perform 


quarantine. It has alſo ſome ſhip-build- 


ing;. and a ſugar-houſe. 


77 Here are two mills employed in making 


flour, meal and barley. Of theſe one is 
eretted on the ſea, and works about four- 
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teen hours each day, at all ſeaſons. The 
inhabitants of Burntiſland amount to about 
eleven hundred. 

The village of Aberdour contains a- 
bove eight hundred inhabitants. It has 
a manufacture of ſpades and ſhovels, 
and a conſiderable trade in linen. Here 
is a venerable old caſtle, ſurrounded by 
aged trees, a ſeat of the Earl of Mor- 
Ton. It is ſaid, there were only two 
nunneries in Scotland of the order of St 
Francis, one at Dundee, the other at 
Aberdour. The field contiguous to the 
miniſter*s garden ſtill bears the name of 
Sifler-lands. To the weſt ſtands Dunt- 
briſtle, the elegant ſeat of the Earl of Mo- 
ar. At this place, the gallant nobleman 
lamented in the Scottiſh ballad of the 
Bonny Earl of Moray,* was cruelly 
murdered in 1592, on ſuſpicion of having 
gained the affections of the Queen. 

The borough of Inverkeithing, ſaid to 
have got its firſt charter from WIILIAM 
the Lion, is fituated on the flope of a 
hill, on a beautiful bay of the Frith, and 
contains upwards of thirteen hundred in- 
habitants. Commodore Roxsuxon and 
Admiral Grzx1c, both diſtinguiſhed ofh- 

| M cers 
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cers in the Ruſſian ſervice, were born 
and educated at Inverkeithing. 

On the eaſt of Inverkeithing Bay ſtands 
St Dawid's, where there are ſalt-works, a 
ſpacious and excellent harbour, a wharf 
for the exportation of coals, and a foun- 
dery, all the property of Sir Joun HxEx- 
DERSON. 

The North Ferry is a village where the 
paſſage-boats arrive from Queensferry. A 
little above this is ſeen the ancient caſtle 
of Roſyth, nearly oppoſite to Hopeton 
Houſe. This caſtle, which belonged to 
the STUarTs of Roſyth, is ſaid to have 
been the birth-place of OLIVER Crom- 
WELL's mother. 

The lime-works begun by the Earl of 
ELolix, about twenty-four years ago, are 
among the greateſt in Britain : Placed 
amid inexhauſtible beds of lime-ſtone and 
coal, and fituated on the ſhore, they ſup- 
ply the whole eaſtern coaſt of Scotland 
with that neceſſary article. Two villages 
are built here, chiefly for the accommo- 
dation of the workmen of Limekilns and 
Charleſtown, the one containing nearly ſe- 
ven hundred, and the other about five 


hundred inhabitants. 
: The 
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The borough of Dunfermline, ſituated 
on the fouth ſlope of a hill, three miles 
from the Frith, is a confiderable manu- 
facturing town, and has a good trade in 
linen goods, particularly diapers. It con- 
tains about five thouſand two hundred 
inhabitants. This place is remarkable for 
its royal palace, which was the refidence of 
Malcolu Canmore, and the birth-place 
of the unfortunate Monarch CHARLES I. 
Here alſo was born the Princeſs Er1za- 
BETH, daughter of James VI. and mother 
of the Princeſs SorH1a, from whom the 
preſent Royal Family are defcended. 
Adjoining to this palace, there was a mag - 
nificent Abbey. Part of the remains. now 
ſerves as a pariſh-church. Here were 
buried MaLcolu Canmore, and the ce- 
lebrated MarGarerT, his Queen, and fe- 
veral Kings of Scotland: The royal mo- 
numents, it is ſaid, are buried under the 
ruins of the Abbey. 

Towards the weſt corner of the county, 
on the road from Dunfermline to Auch- 
terarder, lies the rifing village of Saline, 
belonging to Sir WiLLtam ERSKINE. 

From Saline, the whole fouth coaſt of 


Fife, to the mouth of the Frith, abounds 


with coal; and its numerous collieries ſup- 
M 2 ply 
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ply a great part of the north of Scotland 
with fuel. 

The Ifle of May lies in the mouth of 
the Frith, ſeven miles from the coaſt of 
Fife. It has a ſpring of freſh water, and 
a ſmall lake. It alſo feeds a few ſheep and 
black cattle. A tower forty feet high was 
built here for a light-houſe, in which a 
light is exhibited every night. 

Mr PzNNANT thus concludes his obſer- 
vations on the ſhire of Fife: *It is a 
county ſo populous, that excepting the 
environs of London, ſcarce one in South 
Britain can vie with it: fertile in ſoil; 
* abundant in cattle ; happy in collieries ; 
* in iron-ſtone, lime and free ſtone; hleffed 
in manufactures; the property remark- 
ably well divided; none inſultingly 
powerful, to diſtreſs, and often depo- 
* pulate a country; moſt of the fortunes 
of a uſeful mediocrity. The number 
of towns is perhaps unparalleled in an 
equal tract of coaſt ; for the whole ſhore, 
* from Crail to Culroſs, about forty En- 
« gliſh miles, is one continued chain of 
* towns and villages.” The number of in- 
habitants in Fifeſhire may amount to about 
eighty-ſeyen thouſand. 
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Tuis ſmall county is interjecte à be- 
tween Perthſhire and Fife. It is about 
thirty miles in circuit; and its length 
and breadth are nearly equal. 

The ſmall borough of Kinro/5, contain- 
ing about fourteen hundred inhabitants, 
is ſituated on a plain, ſkreened on the 
north by the Ochil hills. The manufac- 
tures of this town are linen, and ſome cut- 
lery ware. The houſe of Kinroſs, an ele- 
gant ſtructure, ſtands on the caſt ſide of 
the town. It was built in 1685, by the 
famous architect Sir WILLIAM BRUCE, 
for his own reſidence, and is ſaid to have 
been the firſt houſe of regular architec- 
ture in Scotland. 

Lochleven is a beautiful lake, above 
twelve miles in circumference. It is 
ſome what of a circular form, and irre- 
gularly indented. In this lake are ſeve- 
ral ſmall iſlands; on one of which ſtands - 
a ruinous caſtle. This was the place where 


the unfortunate Queen of Scots was con- 
M 3 fined 
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fined by the Confederate Lords, in the 
month of June 1567. Her cſcape was 
effected in May 1568, by the aſſiſtance of 
young DoyGcLas, brother of the governor 
of the caſtle. 

This caſtle belonged to the DoucLases 
of Lochleven; and next year after 
Mary's eſcape, the Earl of NokTaum- 
BERLAND Was here impriſoned. A young 
man, whom a premature fate alone pre- 
vented from arriving at a very high de- 
gree of poetic excellence, has thus de- 
ſcribed it in its preſent ſtate : 


No more its arches echo to the noiſe 

Of joy and feſtive mirth. No more the glance 

Of blazing taper thro? its windows beams, 

And quivers on the undulating wave : 

But naked ſtand the melancholy walls, 

L.aſh'd by the wint'ry tempeſts, cold and bleak, 

That whiſtle mouruful thro? the empty halls, 

And, piecemeal, crumble down the tow'rs to duſt. 

Equal in age, and ſharers of its fate, 

A row of moſs-grown trees around it ſtand ; 

Scarce here and there, upon their blaſted tops, 

A ſhrivePd leaf diſtinguiſhes the year. 
Baucx. 


To the north af the lake ſtand the ruins 
of BuxLE1GH Caftle. 

St Serf*s Ile, towards the eaſt end of 
the lake, is ſaid to have been a refidence 
of the Pictiſn prieſts, called Culdees. It 
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was afterwards the ſeat of a Priory, of 
which ſome veſtiges ſtill remain. 

This lake produces trout of peculiar 
excellence, of which great quantities are, 
at certain ſeaſons, ſent to the market of 
Edinburgh. In the month of September, 
vaſt numbers of eels are caught. At this 
ſeaſon the eels begin to go down the ſtream 
of the Leven towards the ſea, and nets are 
placed acroſs the river during the night, 
in which aſtoniſhing quantities are taken. 

A fertile tract extends along the north 
banks of the river Leven. Here ſtood the 
ancient hoſpital of Lochleven, near ſome 
copious ſprings of pure water, called by 
way of eminence Fons Scotiæ; and here 
is built the village of Scotland Well. In 


this vicinity is the pariſh-church of Port- 


moak, in former times a monaſtery. 

There is much excellent lime-ſtone in 
this county, and ſome lime 15 burnt by the 
farmers for the improvement of their 
lands. 

In the ſouth part of this county are ſe- 
veral veſtiges of fortifications, ſuppoſed to 
be Roman, particularly on the hill of 
Drumglow. 

Kinroſs-ſhire is ſuppoſed to contain be- 
tween four and five thouſand inhabitants. 

M 4 CLACK- 
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CLACKMANNAN. 


Tais ſmall county is almoſt ſurround. 
ed by Perthſhire, except on the ſouth. 
weſt, where it is bounded by the Forth. 
Its greateſt length is about eight miles, 
and its breadth abaut five. Its figure is 
extremely irregular, being broken on the 
north by two detached parts of Stirling- 
ſhire, and on the eaſt by a portion of 
Perthſhire. 

At the ſouth-weſt point of this ſhire, 
dn a peninſula formed by the winding 
Forth, ſtands the ruinous Abbey of Cam- 
buſkenneth. It was founded by Davin, in 
1147, and was one of the moſt opulent 
monaſteries in Scotland. Here King 
James III. and his Queen were buried. 

In the Ochil hills, in this vicinity, have 
been found ſeveral ſpecimens of filver-ore ; 
but, though attempts have been made, no 
mine of that metal has hitherto been 
wrought with advantage. 

The ſea- port town of Alloa is conve- 
niently ſituated for the coal-trade, has a 

good 
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good harbour, and an excellent dry-dock. 


A cuſtom- houſe was here eſtabliſhed, for 


the convenience of the ſhipping in this 
part of the Forth, ſoon after the Union. 
Alloa is conſequently the reſort of all the 
coal - veſſels in the neighbourhood. It has 
about ſeven thouſand tons of ſhipping, a 
houſe, and ſome other manufactures, 
which furniſh employment for near five 


_ thouſand inhabitants. 


The tower of Alloa, the reſidence of the 
repreſentatives of the noble family of 
Mark, built before the year 1300, com- 


mands an uncommonly fine proſpect ; 


which is only exceeded by that obtained 
from the ſummit of the high conical hill 
of Dunmyat, 1n its vicinity. 

Shaw-Park, the ſeat of Lord CaTa- 
car, and Alva Houſe, in the neighbour- 
hood of Alloa, add much to the beauty of 
the ſcenery around it. 

The county town, Clackmannan, is a ſmall 
borough, containing about ſix hundred in- 


| habitants. It is ſituated on a riſing ground, 
' overlooking the northern ſhore of the Frith 


of Forth. A large ſquare tower here de- 
rives its name from the illuſtrious Roperr 
Bruce, by whom it is ſaid to have been 
built. Here are preſervcd the great ſword 

and 
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and the caſque of that celebrated Scottiſh 
hero. A large two-handed {word is alſo 
ſhewn here, ſaid to hav belonged to Sir 
Joux Granam, the faithful attendant of 
the great WALLace. 

In this neighbourhood ſtands the rapid- 
ly increaſing village of Newton- Shaw, and 
the iron-works of the Devon Company. 
Theſe works, hewn out of the ſolid rock, 
inſtead of being built, are an object not 
unworthy of notice. 'The double tides in 
the river might attract the attention of the 
Philoſopher, while the extenſive diſtille- 
ries of Kilbagie and Kennetpans, which af. 
forded, at one period, a greater revenue 
to Government than all the land-tax of 


Scotland, could not fail to claim that of 


the Stateſman. 

On the banks of the Devon alſo ſtands 
the village of Dollur, and the ruins of 
the caſtle of Gloom or Caſtle Campbell, for- 


merly a ſeat of the Earls of AzcyLE. The 
ſcenery here is remarkably pictureſque. .. 
An cxtenſive bleachfield on the river De- 


von deſerves to be noticed. 

Tillycoultry has long been famous for 
the manufacture of a ſpecies of ſhaloon, 
known by the name of Tillycoultry Serge. 
In the neighbouring hills are found traces 
of the ores of ſilver, copper, lead, cobalt, 

antimony 
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antimony and arſenic; but of theſe no 
mines are worked at preſent. 

A part of Perthſhire, disjoined from the 
reſt of the county, lies on the banks of the 
Forth, oppoſite to the mouth of the great 
Canal. In this detached portion ſtand 
the villages of Tulliallan and Kincardine. 
The latter poſſeſſes more than five thou- 
ſand tons or̃ F ſhipping. | 

The quarries . of :Longannet farnihed 


ſtones for the Royal Exchange, Infirmary, 


and Regiſter Office in Edinburgh, as well 
as for ſome of the 'public buildings in 
Holland. Eee, 

The royal burgh of Culroſs contains up- 
wards of a thouſand inhabitants, but has 
little or no trade. The ruins of the old 
abbey, founded in 1217, and ſeveral fine 
ſeats in its vicinity, give it a reſpectable 
appearance. 

The number of inhabitants in this ſmall 
<pnty, in which there is much fine pa- 
ſture, and a confiderable proportion of 
cultivated land, with abundance of coal 
and iron-ore, may amount to about nine 


thouſand, 
S TIR. 
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STIRLING. 


Tris county is bounded on the north 
by Perthſhire ; on the eaſt by the Frith 
of Forth; and on the ſouth and weſt by 
Dumbartonſhire. Its form is irregular ; 
but it is broadeſt toward the middle, 
and tapers gradually, in a bending di- 
rection, toward the eaſt and north-weſt. 
Its length is above thirty miles; its great- 
eſt breadth thirteen. 

In the northern part of this ſhire, the 
moſt ſtriking object is the great moun- 
tain Ben Lomond, about three thouſand 
two hundred feet above the level of the 
lake at its bottom. It ftretches along 
the eaſt fide of Loch Lomond ſeveral 
miles; and its broad baſe extends ſo far 
into the country, that the aſcent of the 
mountain, though ſteep, is computed to 
be fix miles. In this long aſcent we 
meet with a diverſity of climates, and 2 
variety of inhabitants. Ptarmigans and 

other 
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other heath-fowls frequent its upper re- 
gions. Its lower are the haunt of the 
roebuck; and herds of cattle feed in the 
irriguous vallies and ſheltered paſtures 
at its baſe. The proſpect from this lofty 
mountain is both extenſi ve and intereſt- 


From Ben Lomond, and the mountains 
to the north and eaſt of it, deſcends the 
river Forth; which, after a fine mean- 
dering courſe of almoſt forty miles, meets 
the ſea a little below Stirling, and forms 
the noble eſtuary called the Frith of Forth. 
The only villages above Stirling are Buck- 
lyvie and Kippen; the fixſt contains be- 
tween four and five hundred inhabitants ; 
the other about three hundred. Each of 
them has five annual fairs, and the latter 
ſome weekly markets in the month of De- 
cember. In the former there is a tan- 
work, and in both ſome muſlin is manu- 
factured. In their vicinity are the veſti- 
ges of ſeveral ſmall forts, having the word 
Keir prefixed to the name of each. 

Gargunnock Houſe, the ſeat of Colone! 
Elin cron, ſtands on an elevated ſitua- 
tion, and commands an extenſive proſpect, 
the beauty of which continues to increaſe 
with the improvements in the neighbour- 

hood. 
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hood. The village of Gargunnock, con. 
taining about tour hundred inhabitants, 
ſtands on the fide of a hill on the road 
from Stirling to Dumbarton. A little to 
the ſouth of it is the old fort of Keirhill, 
from which Sir WILLIAM WALLAcx fal. 
lied forth in the night to attack the Peel] 
or fortreſs of Gargunnock ; at that time a 
ſtrong poſt, but of which now ſcarce 2 
veſtige remains. | 

A ſtately ancient bridge of four arches 
acroſs the Forth, affords acceſs to the town 
of Stirling from the north. 

Stirling is ſituated on the ſouth ſide of 
the Forth, upon a hill, which riſing from 
the north-eaſt, terminates abruptly in a 
ſteep rock, the ſite of the caſtle. It is a 
place of conſiderable antiquity, and con- 
tains about five thouſand inhabitants. It 
has a charter confirming former. grants, 
and conferring new privileges, dated in 
1120. About the middle of the 12th cen- 
rury it became a royal reſidence, and ſoon 
attained to its preſent ſize ; for it is ſuppo- 
ſed to have been nearly ſtationary for about 
fix hundred years. There are no written 
records to aſcertain at what time either 
the town or bridge were built. In this 
town and its neighbourl:ood, confiderable 

quantities 
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quantities of carpets, ſhalloons and other 
woollen ſtuffs, are made. The manufac- 
ture of tartans, formerly carricd on here 
to a great extent, has much declined of 
late, but that of cotton is likely to replace 
it. There are in Stirling three Banking 
Companies, beſides a branch of the Bank 
of Scotland. There are alto three hoſpi- 
tals, eſtabliſhments of conſiderable util:- 
ty. Stirling has little foreign trade. Small 
veſſels only can come up to the town ; 
but, owing to the winding courſe of the 


river, the navigation is exccedingly diffi- 


cult. If the propoſed canal along the 


banks of the Forth were carried into exe- 


cution, it might advance the trade of this 
place, and improve the country around. 
The church of Stirling is a magnificent 
Gothic pile, with an arched roof, ſup- 
ported by two rows of pillars. It ſerves 
at preſent as two ſeparate places of wor- 
ſhip. Upon the north {ide of the church 
ſtands an old building, called Marr”s 
Work ; near it is another ſimilar, which 
belonged to the family of ArRcyLs. The 
runs of theſe fabrics arc a proof of their 


tormer magnificence. 
Stirling Caſtle, like that of Edinburgh, 


tands on a lofty rock, from which the 
town 
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town ſtretches to the north-eaſt. This 
caſtle is of great antiquity ; but its ori- 
gin is not certainly known. We are, how. 
ever, informed by ancient writers, that 
AGRICOLA raiſed a fortification on the 
rock on which it ſtands. It was often the 
reſidence of the Kings of Scotland. Al- 
moſt the whole minority of Jamzs VI. 
was ſpent here, under his tutor Bucna- 
NAN. The outſide of the palace, which 
is now converted into barracks, is richly 
and curiouſly adorned with groteſque fi- 
gures. From the caſtle the view of the 
river is very remarkable. Such are the 
windings of the Forth, that though the 
diſtance between Stirling and Alloa be 
only four miles by land, yet by water it 
is above twenty. Through a few of the 
firſt peninſular ſweeps, the eye can fol- 
low the courſe of the river; but after- 
wards, all ſeems confuſed and broken in- 
to patches of land and water. 

A ſhort way from Stirling is the popu- 
lous village of St Ninians, where there is 
a conſiderable manufacture of linen and 
woollen goods. A little farther eaſt ſtands 
Bannockburn, alſo a manufacturing vil- 
lage. Theſe two villages are ſuppoſed to 


contain about fix thouſand inhabitants. 
The 
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The whole level tract called the Carſe 
of Stirling, which ſtretches along the 
banks of Forth for about fifteen miles, 
is one of the richeſt ſpots in Scotland. 
Its ſoil is a ſtrong clay, which, when pro- 


perly cultivated, yields plentiful crops oft 


wheat, barley, peaſe, and other grain. 

It has been thought ®, That in an- 
© cient times, this whole tract was cover- 
ed by the waters of the neighbouring 
© frith, which by ſome unknown revo- 
lution has contracted its channel.” 
What confirms this conjecture 15, that 
beds of various ſhells are found within a 
few fect of the ſurface. 

In this neighbourhood is Torwood. 
Among the trees of this wood ate ſeen 
the remains of a venerable oak, ſtill 
known by the name of IT allace's tree, 
under which, it is ſaid, that brave war- 
nor frequently took ſhelter. Even in bis 
days it was hollow. Its ſhade is ſuppo- 
ſed by ſome to have been a place of 
Druidical worſhip. Toward the Forth 
ſtands Kinnaird houſe, the ſeat of Mr 
Bruce, the celebrated Abyſſinian Travel- 
ler. On the ſhore ſtands Airth, a conſi- 
derable village, having ſome ſhipping, 
vd about one thouſand two hundred inha- 

N bitants. 
* Nias Hiſtery of Stirlirgſhire, p. 420. 
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bitants. The tower of Airth, which is ſtill 
in repair, was built prior to the days of 
Sir WILLIAM WALILIAck. It ſtill bears 
the name of WaLLact Tower. Near it 
are the towers of Dunmore and Powfouls, 
of uncertain date; to the ſouth are Both- 
tennar and Carron Wharf. 

The Campſey hills, ſtretching from eaſt 
to weſt, occupy the centre of the coun- 
ty. From the ſouth fide of theſe deſcends 
the Curron. Near its ſource is the ruin- 
ous caſtle of the famous Sir Jonx the 
GrRanam. Two miles below, in a ro- 
mantic vale, the river forms a fine caſcade, 
called the Spout, or Fall of Auchinlilly. On 
the north {ide of the Carron, near its 
junction with Bonny water, ſtand the no- 
ted artificial hills of Dunipace. Theſe 
two mounts, covered with trees, a church 
betwcen them, and the river winding 
through the vale, form a ſcene beautiful- 
ly pictureſque. In the pariſh of Duni- 
pace there is a printfield and manufaQory 
for ſpinning cotton. 

On the banks of the Carron formerly 
ſtood a ſingular antique edifice vulgarly 
named Arthur's Oven, and called by Bo- 
CHANAN Templum Termini. It was a rotun- 
do of about twenty feet in diameter, and 

twenty- 
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ewenty-two in height, open at top like 
the Pantheon at Rome. It is now en- 
tirely demoliſhed. 

The Carron Works are one of the great- 
eſt founderies in Europe. They employ 
about a thouſand workmen. They are 
thus deſcribed by an ingenious travel- 
ler: ©* Theſe works,” ſays Mr Gitein, 
* exhibit a ſet of infernal ideas. In 
* one place, where coal is converted into 
' coke, by diſcharging it of its ſulphur, 
and the fire ſpread of courſe over a large 
« ſurface, the volumes of ſmoke, the ſpiry 
flames, and the ſuffocating heat of the 
glimmering air, are wonderfully afſect- 
ing. How vaſt the fire is, we may con- 
* cexve, when we are told, that it often 
conſumes a hundred tons of coal in a 
day. At night its glare is inconceivably 
grand. The maſly bellows which rouſe 
* the furnaces are put in motion by wa- 
ter, and receiving the air in large cylin- 
ders, force it out again through ſmall 
' orifices, roaring with aſtoniſhing noiſe. 
* The fire of the furnace thus rouſed, 
* decomes a glowing ſpot, which the eye 
* can no more look at than at the ſun. 
Under ſuch intenſe heat, the rugged 

N 2 | ſtone 
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* ſtone inſtantly diſſolves in ſtreams of li. 
quid iron.” 

In this large foundery, all forts of caft. 
iron goods are made, from the moſt tri. 
fling article for domeſtic uſe, to a cannon 
that diſcharges a bullet of forty-two 
pounds weight. From hence a great 
quantity of large cannon are exported 
to Ruſſia, Germany, and other fore 
parts. | 

At the diſtance of half a mile from the 
river, between Carron Works and Fal- 
kirk, lies the field where Sir WILLIAM 
WALLACE, in 1298, cut his way through 
the midſt of his victorious enemies, with 
the loſs of the brave Sir Joun Granan, 
w hoſe monument and epitaph are ſeen in 
the churchyard of Falkirk. The field 
15 ſtill called Graham's Muir. In this 
neighbourhood are the remains of a for- 
tiſication or camp, called Camelon. Some 
authors have aſſerted, that this place was 
the ſite of an ancient city. To the eaſt 
is the village of Camelon, containing near 
ſix hundred inhabitants. 

Falkirk is a confiderable town, contain- 
ing about four thouſand inhabitants. It 
is chiefly ſupported by the great markets 
for Highland cattle, called 27/4, which 


are 
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are held in its neighbourhood thrice a- 
year. Fifty thoufand head of cattle are 
ſometimes fold at one Tryſt*. Thete 
are for the moſt part ſent into England, 
and fattened for the butcher. 

In the vicinity of Falkirk there are 
three populous villages, Grangemouth, 
Briansford, and Laurieſton. The village 
laſt mentioned contains upwards of eight 
hundred inhabitants. Callander Houje 
ſtands cloſe by the Roman vallum, or Wall 
of ANTONINUS. This ancient vallum, and 
the Great Canal, both paſs Falkirk, and 
have nearly the lame direction and termi- 
nation. 

Toward the Camplſcy hills ſtands the 
village of X/), noted for the defeat of 
the Covenanters by MoxTRosz, in 1645. 
It has at prefent ſome ſhare of the cotton 
manufacture, and contains about twelve 
hundred inhabitants. Some miles weſtward, 
is a curious remain of antiquity, called 
the Auld wives lift, conſiſting of two very 
large blocks of ſtone, with another laid u- 
croſs them, ſuppoſed to be a place of wor- 
thip of the ancient Druids. Allo north- 
welt from Kilſyth, on the ſmall river 
Campſey, ſtand the lately erected villages 

N 3 ot 


* Ntz1320's Iiſtory of Stizlinaſliic, p. 457. 
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of Lennoxfield and Kincaid, containing 
each above three hundred inhabitants, 
employed chiefly in the cotton manufac. 
ture. Here are allo two printfields. In 
this vicinity was born BELL of Antermo- 
ny, well known for his travels from Pe. 
terſburgh to China and Perſia. 

i he river Endrick deſcends from the 
north ſide of thoſe hills, and paſſing the 
villages of Killearn and Drymen, falls in- 
to Loch Lomond near Buchanan. The 
great cotton-work lately erected at the 
village of Fintry, near the head of the ri- 
ver Endrick, is calculated to give empley- 
ment to a thouſand perſons. 

In this neighbourhood there are two 
natural curioſities, the Loup of Fintry, u 
cataract upwards of ninety feet in height, 
and a range of ſeventy baſaltic columns, 
fifty fect high, ſtanding perpendicular to 
the horizon. 

At Balfron there is allo another cotton- 
work and printfield, perhaps ſtill more ex- 
tenſive than that at Fintry, on the ſame 
river. This village contains upwards of a 
thouſand inhabitants. 


The river Blane, deſcending from the 


Lennyx-hills, which extend, with many 
ranges of baſaltic columns, from Dun- 
barton 
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barton to Stirling, is precipitated, in ma- 
ny falls, over ſteep rocks, from the ſouth 
fide of a high conical hill called Earls 
Seat. But the moſt remarkable fall on 
this river is the Spout of Ballagan, a cat- 
cade of ſeventy feet. 

In Strath-Blane, the valley to which 
this river gives name, was born the cele- 
brated GEORGE BUcHANAN. A monu- 
ment has lately been erected to his me- 
mory, conſiſting of an obeliſk, each fide 
of which meaſures nineteen feet at the 
baſe. The obclitk is a hundred and three 
ieet in height. 

About three hundred yards from the 
caſtle of Mugdock, there is a remarkable 
echo, that repeats dittinctly fix ſyllables, 
in the fame tone and accent in which they 
are ſpoken, and will reverberate a whiſper. 

Below the junction of tae Blane with 
the Endrick, their united ſtreams, in ma- 
ny windings, for ſeveral miles, flowly me- 
ander through low lands, which they fre- 
quently overflow, and enrich with their 
ſtagnant waters. At the place where 
they fall into Loch Lomond there is a 
good ſalmon-ſiſhing. 

Buchanan Houſe, the feat of the Duke 
of MonTr.os:. ſtands on the verge of the 

N 4 A:1! 
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flat grounds through which the Endrick 
paſſes; behind it, to the eaſt, the ground 
riſes, and is covered with aged oaks, 
There are few places wherc monuments 
of antiquity are ſo frequent as in Stir- 
ling:hire. Owing to its fituation on the 
iſthmus between the triths of Forth and 
Clyde, in the direct pallage from the 
uthern to the northern parts of the 
and, this county has been the ſcene of 
many memorable battles, and ſcarce a 
ſpot has eſcaped unitained with human 
lood. In 1297, the brave WALLACE de- 
teated CrxESSINGHAY ut Stirling bridge. 
The year after, Epwarp, by his victory 
at Falkirk, thought he had fully broken 
the power of Scotland. In 1314, the de- 
ciſive battle of Bannockburn, the moſt 
glorious 1n the annals of Scotland, freed 
the nation from the Engliſh yoke : And, 
at the action of Sauchic-burn, the pulil- 
lanimous Monarch James III. loſt his 
lite, in 1488. Near Falkirk, alſo, the re- 
bels, in 1746, put to flight the King's 
troops, under the command of General 
HALLEr. 
Coal, lime, iron- ſtone, and ſand- ſtone, 
abound in this county. Theſe not only 
afford 


lat 
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afford the means of improving the coun- 
try, but are ſources of wealth to the pro- 
prietors, and give ample employment to 
induſtrious labourers. 

The population of Stirlingſhire, by the 
lateſt. computation, amounts to about fifty- 
fx thouſand fouls, 


D UN. 
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DUNBARTON =: 
* ; vel 

Tas county of Dunbarton®, anciently . 
called Lenncx, is bounded on the north a 
by Perthſhire; on the eaſt, by Stirling- _ 
ſhire; on the ſouth, by Lanark and Ren- * 
frew ſhires; and on the weſt, by Lock 2 
Loung, beyond which lies Argyleſhire. Fg 
Its greateſt extent, in length, is about 
fifty miles; in breadth, not above ten or Jet 
twelve. _ 
4 From its northern point deſcends the 6 
beautiful and extenſive lake, called Loch Et 
Lomond, expanding as it advances ſouth- M 
ward. thi 
'This county extends from the head of * 
Loch Lomond, ſouthward, to the eſtuary ki 
of the Clyde; and from the Clyde, eaſt- hal 
ward, almoſt to Falkirk. In the latter di- 1 
rection it is remarkably narrow, affording | 
little * 

The fort or caſlle, from which this county * 
takes its name, is the Dunbriton of the Britiſh, the 5 
Aræ Britonum of the Romans, the Duncliden of Ra- the 


rxvas, the Alelyd cf Brbr. 
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little more than room for the Great Ca- 
nal, which lies almoſt wholly within it. 
To return to Loch Lomond : This beau 
tiful and extenſive lake, lying north and 
ſouth, is about thirty ſix miles in length, 
very narrow at its northern extremity, 
but ſpreads to between eight and ten 
miles in breadth towards the ſouth end. 
At the foot of Ben Lomond, where it ne- 
ver freezes, however intenſe the froſt 
may be, its depth is about one hundred 
and twenty fathoms; towards the fouth 
end, from fourteen to twenty. 

In 1755, when the city of Liſbon was 
deſtroyed by an carthquake, this lake 
was exceedingly agitated. A boat, it is 
ſaid, was thrown upon dry land, forty 
yards from its ſtation in the lake. 

About thirty iflands are ſcattered ov er 
this lake ; of theſe only fourteen can be 
ſaid to be of any value. Several of them 
have arable and paſture lands, and are in- 
habited; moit of them are covered with 
wood. 

Inch-Marin, the largeſt, is about two 
miles long, and near one mile broad. It 
is a beautiful ifland, finely wooded, and 
is uſed as a deer park by the proprietor, 
the Due of MoxTrOSE, There are up- 

on 


204 SCOTLAND DELINEATED. 


on it the ruins of a caſtle, formerly the 
relidence of the Lennox family. The 
lake is ſkirted with wood around its whole 
circuit; and oak trees ſeem to grow on 
its banks ſmoother and ſtraighter than 
almoſt any where elſe. Woodcocks, in 
the beginning of winter, abound in the 
woods around the lake. Swans, and va. 
rious other kinds of water-fowl, reſort to 
it. Trees of every kind thrive amazing- 
ly in its vicinity. There are two aſh 
trees at Bonkill, one of which meaſures 
twenty-five, the other thirty-three feet 
in circumference at the root; three feet 
above the ſarface, the former meaſures 
nineteen and one-half, and where the 
trunk is ſmalleſt eighteen. From the ex- 
tremity of the branches on the one fide to 
that of thoſe on the other, the diſtance 
meaſures ninety-four feet. 

Above the village of Lu, noted for the 
longevity more than for the number of 
its inhabitants, there are two flate quar- 
ries: in it there is a cotton-work, on a 
tmall ſcale; and near it, on the margin 
of the lake, ſtands Ro/edoe, the beautiful 
teat of the family of Luss, ſcreened on 
the land fide by mountains and ancient 
wood. | 


To 
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To the ſouth of the lake, the caſtles of 
Kilmarnock and Batturret, now in ruins, 

pear to have been formerly very mag- 
nificent edifices. 

The Leven, which iſſues from Loch 
Lomond, though not ſo large as the 
Tay or the Tweed, may ſtill be reckoned, 
in this country, a great river. It is re- 
markable for the ſoftneſs of its waters, 
and the clearneſs of its ſtream. It fall 
only twenty-two feet in nine miles, and is 
navigable one half of the year. There 
are upon it three very extenſive print- 
fields, for bleaching and printing cottons. 
which furniſh employment to upwards of 
a thouſand pcople. 

This river is the ſubject of a beautiful 
little ode by Dr SMoLLET®, which is io 
exquiſitely deſcriptive, that we cannot for- 
bear to tranſcribe it : 


On Leven's banks while free to rove, 
And tune the rural pipe to love, 
l envied not the happieſt ſwain 


That ever trod th' Arcadian plain. 


Pure 
* The celebrated Dr SMot ter was born on the 


banks of the Leven: a monument, erected to his 
memory, fandz near the village of Renton. 
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Pure ſtream ! in whoſe tranſparent wave 
My youthful limbs I wont to lave ; 
No torrents ſtain thy limpid ſource, 
No rocks impede thy dimpling courſe, 
That ſweetly warbles oer its bed, 
With white round poliſh'd peebles ſpread ; 
While lightly poiſed, the fcaly brood 
In myriads, cleave thy cryſtal flood. 
The ſpringiug trout, in ſpeckled pride; 
The falmon, monarch of the tide ; ; 
The rithlels pike, intent on war; 
The ſilver ec!, and motled par +. 


De voliving from thy parent lake, 
A charming maze thy waters make, 
By bowers of birch, and grove: ct p:re, | 
And bedge: flower'd with eglantine. 


Still on thy banks ſo gaily green, gu 
May mim'rous herds and tiocks be ſech, TOC 
And latte: chanting o'er the pail, te 
And lepherds piping in the dale, fiv 
And ancient faith that knutrs no guile, ed 

And induſtry imbrown'd with toil, 
And hearts reſolv'd, and hand prepar'c, a2 
The bleſſings they enjoy to guard. Fr 
The waters of the Leven are dilch:: 5 
ged into the eſtuary of the Clyde, bclov: ws 
Dunbarton. of 
Dunbarton, an ancient, ſmall, but well 1 
built town, ſtands on the eaſt ſide of the "v6 
river, over which there is a good ſtone Rat 
bridpe. bee 


free. 


The par is 8 ſmall kind o 
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bridge. It was erected into a royal burgh 
by ALEXANDER II. in 1221. It contains 
above two thouſand inhabitants. The Le- 
ven is navigable for coaſting veſſels as far 
up as the town. About two thouſand tons 
of ſhipping belong to it. There is abun- 
dance of free-ſtone, both red and white: 
but there are no coals nearer than two 
miles below Glaſgow. Its principal ma- 
nufacture is glaſs; but a good deal of 
thread is alſo made here. Many of the 
inhabitants are employed in the neigh- 
bouring printfields. 

The ſtation of Dunbarton Caſtle is ſin- 
gularly pictureſque. It ſtands on a vaſt 
rock, with two tops of unequal height, 
ſteep on every ſide, riſing to the height of 
five hundred feet, amid a plain, unconnect- 
ed with any high ground for the ſpace of 
a mile, overlooking the Leven and the 
Frith of Clyde. This is a place of ſome 


ſtrength, and was in ancient times deem- 


ed impregnable. A garriſon is ſtill kept 
here. On the ſouth fide, at the bottom 
of the rock, facing the Clyde, and defend- 
ed by a battery, ſtands the Governor's 
houſe. From this, the ſteps of a long 
ſtair, aſcending between the cliffs, have 
been cut, with vaſt labour, out of the ſo- 


lid 
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lid rock. Near the top of this ſtair, in 
ancient times, there was a great iron gate 
or portcullis, that was drawn up or let 
down as occaſion required. This gate 
effectually divided the higher part of the 
caſtle from the lower. A ſquare tower 
on the north ſide, built in the hollow be- 
tween the two peaks, is ſaid to have been 
held by WALLAck, while the Engliſh 
were in poſſeſſion of the ſouth fide. On 
the weſtern top, which 1s the higheſt, and 
almoſt inacceſſible, are the remains of a 
watch-tower, from whence ſeven counties 
may be ſeen. On the eaſtern peak ſtands 
the powder magazine. 

Weſtward from Dunbarton, along the 
ſhore, there are many cultivated fields, 
particularly about Ardmore, Ardincaple 
and R9/eneath ; but the interior part of this 
diſtrict riſes into high hills covered with 
heath and moraſſes. In digging one of 
theſe near Ardincaple, a ſeit of Lord Fxx- 
DERIC CAMPBELL, a few years ago, ſome 
oak trees, ſixty feet in length, and pro- 
portionally thick, were found quite en- 
tire. To the weſt of this, between Gair- 
loch and Loch Loung, there is a penin- 
{ula, upon the point of which ſtands Roſe- 
neath, an occaſional ſummer reſidence of 

the 
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the Duke of ArcyLtit, with extenſive 
plantations. Between Ardincaple and 
Roſeneath, the entrance into the Gairloch 
is narrow; it conſequently has a ftrong 
current, over which there 1s a terry. 
Returning to Dunbarton, and proceed- 
ing eaſtward, we find Kirkpatrick, laid to 
be the birth- place of St PA rxick, the tu- 
telary faint of Ireland. From the hills 
above Kirkpatrick there are many de- 
lightful proſpects; and in its vicinity 
there are ſeveral flouriſhing manufactures. 
Of theſe, two extenſive printfields employ 
about ſix hundred perſons; a woollen 
manufactory, three hundred and twenty; 
an iron-work, upwards of two hundred 
and ſeventy ; beſides two paper-mills and 
ſeveral bleachfields. Roman camps may 
ſtill be traced 1n this neighbaurhood. A 
ſudatorium, and other antiquities connected 
with the hiſtory of that enterpriſing and 
induſtrious people, have alſo been found. 
The Caſtle of Dunglaſs, now in ruins, 
which formerly belonged to the Corgu- 
HouNsS of Luſs, and was blown up in the 
time of OLiveR CROMWELL, is believed to 
have been a Roman ſtation. 
The veſtiges of the Roman wall built 
by Antoninus, extend from the Frith of 
O Clyde 
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Clyde near Kirkpatrick, to the Frith of 
Forth. It 1s called by the country people 
Graham's dike, probably from the name of 
the hero who firſt broke through this ſor. 
midable Roman wall: Or, as has alſo been 
conjectured, from irs being the boundary 
fixed at the partition of the kingdom be- 
tween Malcolu II. and GAA, to- 
wards the end of the tenth century. 

Kirkintulloch is a thriving village, con- 
taining upwards of one thouſand five hun- 
dred inhabitants. It was erected into a 
borough of barony, in favour of WIILIIAU 
Cumin, Lord Cumbernauld, by WILLIAM 
King of Scots, in 1170. Manufactures cf 
linen and cotton are carried on to a con- 
ſiderable extent in this place. 

The Great Canal, as we have already 
obſerved, paſſes through the eaſtern wing 
of this county. Its length, from the 
Forth to the Clyde, is thicty- five Engliſh 
miles. Its greateſt elevation above the 
level of the ſea, is nearly one hundred and 
ſixty feet. The navigation is performed 
by means of thirty-nine locks. The Ca- 
nal is carried acroſs thirty-ſix rivers and 
rivulets, befides two great roads, over each 
of which there is an aqueduct bridge; of 


theſe the moſt remarkable is that over 
| Kelyin, 


1 of 


e ot 
for- 


DUNBARTON, 211 


Kelvin, near Glatgow, which is about 
four hundred feet in length, and ſeventy 
feet above the bed of the river. In ſhort, 
whether we conſider the magniticence or 
the utility of this great work, we may at- 
firm, that the Forth and Clyde navigation 
is one of the moſt ſplendid undertakings 
that this country can boaſt of. 

The number of inhabitants in this ſhire 
probably exceeds eighteen thouſand. 


O 2 ARGYLL. 
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ARGYLL. 


Tt a1s county is bounded, on the north; 
by the diſtri of Lochaber in Inverneſs- 
ſhire; on the caſt, by the ſhires of Perth 
and Dunbarton; on the ſouth and weſt, 
by the ſea, by which it is entirely bro- 
ken into iſlands and peninſulas. Hence 
its form is very irregular. Its length, 
from the Mull of Cantyre to the north- 
eaſtern extremity, is almoſt a hundred 
miles. Its breadth 1s very unequal; where 
greateſt, it is about thirty miles; where 
leaſt, only one or two. 

To the north-weſt lies a large penin- 
ſula, almoſt detached from the reſt of the 
county. It contains the following di- 
ſtricts: Ardnamurchan, Morven, Sunart, 
and Ardyowar. In the two former there 
are valuable natural woods, abundance of 
free · ſtone, and ſome appearance of coals. 
The two laſt are remarkable for numerous 
veins of lead, which, however, are not 
very productive. There is a ſmelting 
houſe at Strontian, on the north ſide ot 

Loch 
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Loch Sunart. A new kind of earth found 
there has its name from the place. This 
peninſula, which would become entirely 
an iſland by the propoſed Canal from 
Loch Eil to Loch Sheil, extends to the 
weſt, and terminates in a rocky promon- 
tory, called the Point of Ardnamurchan. 

The mountains of Morven are celebra- 
ted in the ſongs of Oss1an, as the country 
of FinGAL ; and the deer and the roes have 
not yet forſaken their ancient haunts. The 
Morven of Oss Ax, however, is not con- 
figed to this diſtrict alone, but includes 
the Highlands in general. 

Loch Leven, a branch of the bay call- 
ed Linnhe Loch, and Loch Etive, another 
arm of the ſea, form a peninſula, com- 
prehending part of the diſtrict of Appin, 
Near the ſhore the lands are cultivated ; 
but the high grounds are remarkably 
wild. There is one ſheep-farm, about 
twenty-ſeven miles in length. A ſolita- 
ry cottage, named King's Houſe, in the 
eaſtern part of this diſtri, is almoſt the 
only habitation to be found in a tract of 
above thirty miles in circuit. Near the 
head of Loch Etive, lies the vale of Glenco, 
noted for the cruel maſſacre of its unſuſ- 
pecting inhabitants in 1691; an action 

O 3 winch 
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which leaves a ſtain on the character of a 
Prince, otherwiſe eſtimable for his vir. 
tues. | 

At Larroch in Glenco, is Bailicheliſb 
ſlate-quarry, from which great quantities 
of excellent ſlate are annually exported. 

In this neighbourhood, the road from 
Tyndrum inn to Fort-William, 1s, by va- 
rious windings, cut acroſs a ſteep moun- 
tain called the Devil's Staircaſe. 

A few miles north from the mouth of 
Loch Etive, lies the ſite of Feregonium, 
ſaid to have been the ancient capital of 
the Scots: A ſtreet paved with common 
ſtones ſtill retains the name of Market- 
ſtreet, another place is called Meal. ſtreei. 
A few years ago, a wooden pipe was 
found, ſive feet under ground, which had 
conveyed water for the accommodation of 
the inhabitants. Some have ſuppoſed, 
that it was deſtroyed by the eruption of a 
volcano. 

Near this place, on the oppoſite ſide of 
the lake, ſtands the venerable caſtle of Dun- 
ſtaffanage, once a royal palace, and after- 
wards a ſeat of the Lords of the Ifles. 
To the eaſt of this old caſtle is Conne! 
Ferry, a ſtrait near the mouth of Loch 


Etive, which exhibits a ſingular catarat 
of 
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of ſalt water, at the ebb and flood of every 
tide. 

On the eaſt ſide of Loch Etive is the 
diſtrict of Glenorchy, in which the Chief- 
tain of the clan M GRECCOR, a numerous 
apd potent tribe, had long his principal 
reſidence. The village of Glenorchy 
ſtands at the north-eaſt extremity of Loch 
Awe. The river Awe, the outlet of the 
lake, is diſcharged into Loch Etive, at the 
village of Bunarwe, near which there is an 
iron-work. Cobalt, talc, aſbeſtos, and a 
beautiful jaſper, have been found here in 
ſmall quantities. To the north-caſt of 
this river 1s the great mountain Cruachan 
Ben, nearly three thouſand four hundred 
feet in height, which occupies the whole 
ſpace between the lakes, a tract of about 
ten miles. It is perhaps the biggeſt ſingle 
mountain in Scotland; a lofty, vaſt, lump- 
iſh maſs. Its fides, along which a road is 
cut, are, in ſome parts, covered with 
woods of oak, of pinc and of birch. 

On the fea coaſt, to the ſouth of Loch 
Etive, ſtands the riſing village of Oban, an 
excellent fiſhing ſtation, where there is a 
cuſtom-houſe and poſt-office. It contains 
about fix hundred inhabitants, has a ca- 
pacious harbour, with good anchoring 

904 ground 
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ground, and is likely to become, in a ſhort 
time, a place of conſiderable importance. 

On the ſide of a beautiful green hill, 
with a fine proſpe&t towards the ſea, 
ſtands Dunolly caſtle, once a reſidence of 
the Chieftains of Lorn. The diſtrict of 
Lorn, which lies between Loch Etive 
and Loch Awe, gives the title of Mar- 
quis to the eldeſt ſon of the Duke of 
ARGYLL. 

Almoit oppoſite to Oban, is the little 
iſle of Kerrera, noted for the death of 
ALEXANDER II. while he lay there with 
a great fleet, meditating the conqueſt of 
the Hebrides, then pollefled by the Nor- 
wegians. 

In this diſtrict we find the lake of Oicb, 
and a river of the ſame name, at the 
mouth of which there is a marble quar- 
ry. | 
Loch Awe, or Lochow, is one of the moſt 
beautiful lakes in Scotland. It is about 


thirty miles in length, and, in ſome parts, 


above two in breadth. In this lake are 
ſeveral little iſlands, tufted with trees, and 
covered with ruins, one having on it thoſe 
of a caſtle, another thoſe of a monaſtery. 
Both the lake, and the river which ifſues 
from it, abound in lalmon, char, trout, 
and 
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and eels. It is remarkable, that ſeals find 
their way up this rapid river into the lake, 
in ſummer, but retire into the ocean on 
the approach of winter. 

There are ſeveral ſmaller lakes, as Loch- 
nell, or the lake of ſwans, about two miles 
long. Loch Scammadale, a mile and half 
long, and near one mile broad, from which 
iſues the river Euchar; Loch Tralig, one 
mile long, whence iffues the river Oude ; 
Loch Avich, anciently Loch Luina, of a 
triangular form, eight miles in circumfe- 
rence, having ſeveral iflands, on one of 
which there is an old caſtle; Loch Oich, 
and ſome others. Near the village of 
Dalmally, at the head of the lake, 1s the 
caſtle of Kilchurn, built in 1440, on a rock 
projecting into the water. This caſtle 
was fortified by the Earl of BREADAL- 


' BANE in 1745, in favour of Government; 


but the works have ſince been deſtroyed by 
lightning. 

Between Loch Awe and Loch Fyne, 
which runs nearly parallel to it, lies the 
diſtrict ſometimes called Argyll proper. 

Loch Fyne is a great inlet of the ſea, 
near forty miles in length. It receives 
and returns a tide on each tide of the iſle 
of Arran, which ſtands directly oppoſite 


I to 
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to its entrance. It is beautifully indent. 
ed with bays, and ſurrounded with moun- 
tains covered with wood, At certain ſea- 
ſon, its water are filled with herrings, 
when it becomes the reſort of numerou: 
haſhing veſſels. 

4 he royal borough of inverary is ſitua- 
ted on the north-weſt tide of Loch Fyne. 
It is a handſome town, containing above 
one thouſand inhabitants. Its charter, 
granted by CHarRLEs I. is dated at Ca- 
riſbrook caſtle, in the Iſle of Wight, 1648. 
The Dukes of ArGyLL have here efta- 
bliſhed manufactures of linen and woollen, 
and inſtituted ſchools, which are ſtill ſup- 
ported by the munificence of that noble 
family. There is alſo a confiderable 
iron-work, a few miles below Inverary, 
Which was begun in 1754, and is now car- 
ried on by the Argyll Furnace Company. 
The ore is imported from the weft of 
England, and the {melting performed by 
charcoal, made from the* wood cut in the 
neighbourhood. 

Inverary Caſtle, the ſcat of the Duke 
of ARGYLL, is a ſuperb modern building, 
m an antique or Gothic taſte. It is built 
with a foft blue ſtone, cafily cut with the 

chiſel, 
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chiſel, but ſufficiently durable &. It 1s ſi- 
tuated near the mouth of the little river 
Ary, in a beautiful lawn, bounded behind 
the caſtle by a ſemicircular ſkreen of 
mountains; ſome of them wild and bar- 
ren, and others adorned with wood. It 
thus ſtands in a kind of mountain recets, 
open in front, where it commands an ex- 
tenſive view over Loch Fyne. In the 
back ground, the mountain of Daniquaich 
forms a noble object. Its ſides are ſhaggy 
and broken, and the interſtices of ſoil 
are filled with trees and ſhrubs. On its 
ſummit ftands a lonely watch tower, 
which has a very pictureſque effect. The 
gardens and pleaſure grounds are ele- 
gant and extenſive; and even the offices 
belonging to this princely feat are in 2 
peculiar ſtyle of grandeur. The ſtructure 
and capacity of the barns attract the no- 
tice of ſtrangers, and ſhew how untavour- 
able the climate is to the labours of the 
huſbandman. In thoſe barns, there are ſeve- 
ral tiers of croſs heams, trom cach of which 
deſcend long poles or ſpars of wood, with 
pegs on all ſides, about a foot in length, 


01 


A ſpecics of the J irie, called by Dr W +:.- 
Ken Siphnius, 
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not unlike thoſe on which apothecaries 
hang their empty vials. When the corn 
is cut down, without truſting to the wea- 
ther to dry it in the field, it is carried in- 
to the barns, and ſtuck, ſheaf by ſheaf, 
upon the pegs, where it remains till it be 
thoroughly dried. 

Loch Fyne is nearly of equal l 
tor twenty miles ſouth-weſt from Invera- 
ry. It then becomes conſiderably broad- 
er, and bends fouthward. At this bend 
a canal is now to be opened in the level 
tract between Loch Gilp and Loch Cri- 
nan. 

K-apdale, peninſulated at both ends, is 
a rough and mountainous diſtrict, in 
which, however, there is ſome arable 
land, capable of improvement, and ſeveral 
woods, one of them ſo old as to be of ſer- 
vice in ſhip-building. 

The long and narrow peninſula of Can- 
tyre, is connected, on the north. bya narrow 
neck of land, to Knapdale, which joins Ar- 
zyll proper. The iſthmus was, in ancient 
times, defended by a chain of forts. The 
principal of theſe, the cattle of Tarbat, or 
Zarbert, is ſtill a fine ruin. There is alſo 
in its vicinity a vitrified fort, and feveral 
others built without mortar. Acroſs this 
iſthmus, 
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ithmus, Which is {ſcarce a mile broad, « 
canal might caſily be cut, which, with 
the Crinan Canal, would render Knap— 
dale, as well as Cantyre, entirely an illand. 
Over this narrow flip of land, it was utual, 
for many ages, to draw boats and {ſmall vel- 
fels, in order to avoid the dangerous naviga- 
tion round the head-land, amid ſlioals and 
currents, For this reaſon, probably, this 
place has obtained the name of Tarbat, 
ſignify ing, in the language of the country, 
* a carrying place” Tradition, however, 
ſays, that this name originated from a 
more curious circumſtance: * When 


+ Macxvus the barefoot, King of Norway, 


* obtained from DoxALDBANE of Scot- 
land, the ceſſion of the weſtern iiles, or 
© all thoſe places which could be ſur- 
* rounded in a boat, he added to them the 
* peninſula of Cantyre, by the following 
* ſtratagem: He placed himſelf in the 
* ſtern of a boat, held the rudder, was 
* drawn over this narrow tract, and by 
this ſpecies of navigation, wreſted the 
* country from his brother monarch.” 
This peninſula is about fifty miles in 
length, from north to ſouth, and from 
tive to eight in breadth. Lo the ſouth, 
it terminates in a great promontory. fur- 
rounded 
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rounded by a group of dangerous rocks, 
called the Mull of Cantyre ; and which 
approaches within fifteen miles of the 
Iriſh coaſt. A Vight-bouje, and the old 
caſtle of Dunaverty. are ſtriking objects 
near this point of land. There is alſo, 
between a chapel of St CoLumsa and the 
caſtle of Dunaverty, a bank of coral, here 
uſed as manure ; and along the banks of 
rivers, and in ſome of the vallies, fullers 
earth is found. The foil is in general 
fertile, eſpecially in the ſouthern parts. 
The moft remarkable objects on its eaft- 


ern ſhore, are the caſtle of Skipne/s, and 


the monaſtery of Saddel. The former a 
noble ſtructure of great antiquity, and 
probably built by the Danes, is till fo en- 
tire, that it can ſcarcely be called a ruin. 
The latter was begun by SoMERLED, 
Lord of Cantyre and the Ifles, who died 
in 1163, and finiſhed by his fon Rec1- 
NALD. Between Skipneſs and Saddel 
ſtands alſo the caſtle of Carradel, and on 
a ſmall iſland near the ſhore, a vitrified 
fort. 

The royal borough of Campbelton is fi- 
tuated on a bay towards the ſouthern 
extremity. It contains about five thou- 
ſand inhabitants; and has a confider- 

able 
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able trade, chiefly owing to its being the 
general rendezvous of the fiſhing veſſels, 
which annually vilit the weſtern coaſt. 
From the times of FEKGus, in the begin- 
ning of the fixth century, till the con- 
queit of the Pits by KENNET I, in 788. 
Campbelton continued to be a royal reſi- 
dence, and has hence been called the 
Cradle of the Scottiſb Monarchy. 

On the ſhore are many magnificent ca- 
yerns. One, which is faid to have been 
the refidence of St KERRAN, is in the 
form of a croſs. Three fine porticoes, 
like Gothic arches, form the entrance. 
On the floor 1s a round baſon, cut out of 
the rock, full of pure water. The fiſh- 
ermen often land to dreſs their victuals 
beneath this ſhelter. In this neighbour— 
hood, ſome coal is worked, though not to 
a great extent. 

Loch Loung is allo a great arm of the 
fea, which communicates on the ſouth 
with the Frith of Clyde. Near its north- 
ealt extremity 13 the vale of Glencroy, 
a wild and romantic ſituation. The two 
ranges of mountains which overhang this 
valley, approach each other, and between 
theſe the traveller is immured. Their 
tupendous height, and the roaring of nu- 


merous 
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merous cataracts, that pour over theit 
broken ſurface, produce an effect aw. 
fully ſublime. The only houle here 
ſeen, is a lonely cottage, ſheltered by a 
few trees, where reſides the hind, who 
overlooks the numerous herds that graze 
on the mountains and in the vale. South 
from this vale, between the head of Loch 
Loung and a branch of it, called Loch 
Goyle, is a curious flat topped hill, named 
ArgylPs Bowling Green. 

On the oppoſite ſide of Loch Goyle, at 
its entrance, ſtand the ruins of the caſtle 
of Carrick. 

Between Loch Fyne and Loch Loung, 
lies the mountainous diſtrict of Cowall, a 
large , peninſula, terminating in three 
headlands, ftretching towards the Iſle of 
Bute. The eaſt coalt of Loch Fyne ex- 
tending from north to ſouth, is beauti- 
fully diverſified with gentlemens feats, 
and riſing woods, while the interior coun- 
try riſes in all the rugged wildneſs of Al- 
pine grandeur, and abounds with ſtupen- 
dous caverns. 

The caſtles of Ardkinglaſs, Strabur, 
and Caſtle Lachlan, the reſidence of the 
Chiefs of the Clan Lachlan, Otter and 
Lamont, are the principal edifices, The 
two 
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two ſouthern promontories of this diſtri 
extend on oppoſite ſides of the iſle of 
Bute. The Houſe of Lamont ſtands on 
the weſtern promontory ; but Caſtle Tow- 
grt, the original ſeat of the family of La- 
mont, ſtood on the point of the eaſtern 
promontory. 

Oppoſite to the mouth of the Clyde 
ſtands the caſtle and {mall village of Du- 
noon. 

In 1334, this fortreſs was taken from 
the Englith by Sir CoLix CAM BELL, who 
was, in reward, made kereditary gover- 
nor, and received a grant of the adjacent 
lands. 

At the mouth of the river, which de- 
ſcends from Loch Heck, ſtands Kilmodan, 
or Kilmun, an ancient Collegiate Church, 
founded by Sir Duxcan CAMPBELL, in 
1442, ſince that time uſed as the burial- 
place of the Argyll family. At Kilmodan 
was born the celebrated mathematician 
Mr Colin MacLaukix, recommended to 
the Profeſſor's chair at Edinburgh by Sir 
Isxaac NewrTon. 

In this neighbourhood are many re- 
mains of Druidical temples and of ancient 
forts, 

P The 
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The foil, in the high grounds of this 
county, though little fitted for cultiva- 
tion, aflords excellent paſture; and the 
introduction of ſheep, which is now pret- 
ty general, has greatly increaſed the va 
Ine of the property, and the wealth of 
the farmer. Many fertile [pots are, how- 
ever, found, where the harveſt would be 
rich and plentiful, were the climate more 
favourable ; but here, as well as in many 
parts of the weſtern iſles, the crops are 
frequently injured by the rainy ſeaſons; 
and the farmers are oſten conflrained to 
carry their corn under ſhelter, as 1oon as 
it is cut down. 

The number of inhabitants in Argyll 
ſhire, excluſive of its iſlands, may amoury 
to about ſiſty thouſand. 
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RENFRE W. 


Tx1s ſhire has the eſtuary of the Clyde 
to the weſt and north. On the eaſt it is 
bounded by Lanarkſhire, and on the ſouth- 
weſt by the county of Ayr. Its form, it 
we include the mouth of the Clyde, ap- 
proaches to a parallelogram, meaſuring 
about twenty-eight miles in length, from 
north-weſt to ſouth-eaſt, and thirteen in 
breadth. 

Round the north-weſt corner of this 
county, the Frith of Clyde makes a bold 
ſweep. Here Ardęowan, the feat of Sir 
MicnatL STEWART, delightfully fituated 
on the ſhore, commands a noble and ex- 
tenſive proſpect. About a mile diſtant 
ſtands the village of Day, and a few miles 
to the north-caſt, on a beautiful bay, that 
of Gourock. Theſe contain, each, above 
four hundred inhabitants. In the latter 
there is a rope- walk, in which are manu- 
factured annually upwards of one hundred 
and ſixty tons of hemp. 

2 In 
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In ſearching for coals, near Gourock, a 
copper mine was diſcovered, which had a 
very promiſing appearance, and was work. 
ed for ſome time, but afterwards given 
up. 

The town of Greenock, conſiſting of 
two burghs of barony, and containing a- 
bout ſifteen thouſand inhabitants, Rtands 
on the verge of a ſemilunar bay, at the 
foot of a runge of pretty ſteep hills, which 
riſe to the height of eight hundred feet. 

Trade, foreign and domeſtic, fhipbuild- 
ing, and the different fiſheries, are carried 
on with great ſpirit. "There is here a ſu— 
gar houſe, an excellent dry-dock, and a 
rope and ſail manufacture. At the weſt 
end of the town, which is about a mile in 
length, a ſmall fort was erected ſome 
years ago, for the defence of the harbour, 

A little further up the Frith, ſimilarly 
ſituated, and containing about four thou- 
ſand inhabitants, ſtands Port-Glaſgou, 
which has an excellent harbour, with a 
noble pier. Here many veſlels, belonging 
to Glaſgow, take in and unload their car- 
goes; though moſt of thoſe that trade to 
the Welt Indies fail from Greenock, and 
return to that port. The herring-fiſheries 
on the Frith of Clyde are alſo a conſider- 
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ahle branch of trade. The excellence of 


a Glaſgow herring has long been pro- 
verbial. 
Adjoining to Port-Glaſgow are tlie 
ruins of the caſtle of Newark, formerly 
the reſidence of Sir PATRICK MAXWELL. 
The road from Greenock to Glaſgow, 
along the banks of the Clyde, paſſing Fin- 
layſton, the ſeat of the Earl of GLexcaikn, 
and Erſkine, the feat of Lord BLANTYRE, 
with their extenſive pleafure-grounds, is 
fingularly pictureſque and beautitul. 
From the hills behind Port-Glaſgow de- 
ſcend two ſtreams, the Gre and the Du- 
chal. Below their junction, in a very ro- 
mantic fituation, ſtand the remains of the 
ſtrong caſtle of Duchal, the ancient feat 
of the family of PoxTEKTIEID. In this 
vicinity, farther eaſt, fland the villages of 
Houſton and Hill. Peter, with Barochan, an 
ancient ſeat of the FLEmIixGs. Around 
the family ſeat of Houſton, faid to have 
been originally a monaſtery, there is an 
extenſive natural wood, and around Baro- 
chan a great quantity of pfanting. At the 
bridge of Heir there is a cotton-work. 
Two rivers, the Black and II hite Cart, 
deſcend from the ſouthern and eaftern 
parts of the county. Theſe unite with 
1 the 
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the Gryfe, before it falls into the Clyde. 
On the banks of the Calder, a tributary 
ſtream to the Black Cart, deſcending from 
a lake called Pueenfide Loch, ſtands the vil- 
lage of Loch Winnoch, containing upwards 
of five hundred inhabitants. Near this 
village, at Calderhaugh, there is a curious 
rude ſtatue of a man riding on an aſs, cal- 
led by the country people the dumb proc- 
tor. To the weſt is the great mountain 
of Miſtylaw, twelve hundred and forty 
feet in height. | 

The lake called Loch IVinnoch, or Caſtle- 
Semple Loch, is a beautiful ſheet of water, 
about three miles m circuit, from which 


the river Black Cart iſſues. On an iſland 
in this lake ſtands an old fortreſs or caſtle, 


called the Peel; and on the weſt ſide of 
it, the elegant Houſe of Caſtle Semple, 
iurrounded with pleafure-grounds and 
plantations. The Chapel or College of 
Caſtle Semple, founded in 1505, is ſtill 
entire, completely covered with ivy, and 
uſed as a burying-place. 

Between Loch Winnoch and the Gryfe 
frands the flouriſhing village of Xill- Bar- 
chan, neatly built of free- ſtone, ſurround- 
ed with thriving plantations of confider- 
able extent, and- containing upwards of 


ene thouſand inhabitants. 
The 
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The manufacture of lawns and cambric 
was introduced here as early as 1742, and 
till continues, though that of cotton 
ſeems of late to have become the chief 
object of attention. There are in this 
village three bleachficlds, two candle- 
works, and a brewery. 

On the oppoſite fide of the Black Cart, 
is the village of Puarreltown, with its 
ſingular coal-work, conliſting of five con- 
tiguous ſtrata, fifty feet thick. 

At the Bridge of Johnſtone, there is 
building, on a neat plan, a new town, 
which already contains upwards of four- 
teen hundred inhabitants. It has two cot- 
ton-mills, and promiſes to be a very flour- 
iſhing place. 

In the neighbourhood ſtands the caſtle 
of Elder ſlcò, the family inheritance of the 
famous Sir WiLLIam WALLACE. 

The White Cart, in its courſe, paſſes 
the pleaſant village of Eagleſbam, the moſt 
ancient poſſeſſion of the MonTcoMERIEs, 
the caſtle of Mearns, and village of New- 
ton. It next reaches the town of Polloct- 

ſhaws, which is of conſiderable extent, 
and chiefly poſſeſſed by manufacturers. 
Every ſtream in this county is crowded 


with cotton-machinery and bleachfields. 
P 4 Here 
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Here are two cotton-mills, a printfield, 
and ſeveral bleachfields. 

Near this place is Lang fide hill, noted 
for the defeat of Queen Maxx, after her 
eſcape from Loch Leven caſtle, in 1568, 
A little farther down the river is Crook- 
ſtone caſtle, the once favourite retreat of 
the ſame unfortunate Princeſs. Strangers, 
to this day, are here ſhewn the inauſpici- 
ous yew, under whoſe ſhade, tradition 
lays, ſhe firſt commenced her fatal con- 
nection with her then beloved DarNnLEy. 
To the weſt of Crookftone caſtle ſtands 
Hawk-head, an elegant villa, belonging to 
the Earl of Grascow. In its vicinity 
there is a great printfield. 

In many parts of this country, coal, 
lime- ſtone, and jron-ſtone, may be dug 
trom the ſame mine. The coal is in ge- 
neral ſulphureous, and immenſe quanti- 
ties of pyrites or braſſes (as the workmen 
call them) are found in the coal-mines. 
In the neighbourhood a copperas work 
has been erected, where thoſe pyrites are 
uſed. 'There are alſo many curious petri- 
fied ſhells found in the ſchiſtus, iron and 
lime ſtone. The laps o/laris, here called C/ 
mondſtone, abounds on the tops of the hills. 

On the weſt fide of the White Car! 
itands the town of Paiſley. 

Paiſley 
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Paiſley is truly a manufacturing town. 
The names which many of the ſtreets 
have obtained, are deſcriptive of the 
peoples employment. We have here 
Silk ſtreets, Gauze ſtreets, Lawn ſtreet, 
Inkle ſtreet, and Cotton ſtreet: all theſe 
are wide and regular, and contain many 
houſes. The manufacture carried 
on by the inhabitants is chiefly in filk 
and thread gauze; and ſuch is the beau- 
ty of their work, that the Paiſley gauzes 
have of late been diſplayed by the Prin- 
ceſſes and Court Ladies, as part of their 
dreſs on a birth-day aſſembly. Multi- 
tudes of women, and of very young girls, 
are employed in the extenſive cotton- 
works in this place. Many of the prin- 
cipal manufacturers in Paifley, having 
made conſiderable fortunes, have built 
elegant houtes, in which they live in a 
ſtyle ſuitable to their eaſy circumſtances. 
It may afford ſome idea of the extent of 
the operations carried on in this town, 
to be told, that ſeveral manufacturers in 
Paiſley pay upwards of L. 500 Sterling 
2-week to their work people. Its manu- 
factures have been reckoned to amount to 
upwards of L. 060, o, and its population 
to about twenty thouſund inhabitants. The 
town of Paiſlex has ten bleachfields for 


2 muſings 
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muſlins and lawns, and an equal number 
for thread. It has alſo two ſoap-works. A 


fertile country, cheap labour, a ſober and 
« ſteady people, abundance of coal, and 
* water-carriage, were circumſtances,' ſays 
a late writer, that firſt invited Engliſh 
* manufacturers to ſettle in this coun- 
try, and the juſtneſs of their views bas 
been fully evinced by the moſt pro- 
* ſperous ſucceſs.” The Abbey at Paiſ- 
ley, ſtill pretty entire, has been a very 
ſuperb building. It was founded about 
the year 1160, by WALTER, Great Stew- 
ard of Scotland. The chapel on the 
fouth fide, which belongs to the Earl of 
ABERCORN, is ſtill uſed as the family bu- 
rial place. This old chapel is noted for 
an aſtoniſhing echo. The flap of a door 
is by it converted into a peal of thunder, 
and a melodious air, loſing all idea of 
earthly muſic, becomes an enchanted 
ſtrain. Paiſley occupies nearly as much 
ground as Glaſgow, though the latter 
contains thrice its number of inhabitants. 

A few miles north from Paiſley ſtands 
Renfrecv, a royal burgh, and the county 
town. Though fituate on the Clyde, and 


of great antiquity, it has but little trade. 
It 
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Its only manufactures are a ſoap and 
eandle work, upon a pretty large ſcale; a 
branch of the thread manufacture, and 
ſome little work in filk and gauze, with 
a ſmall bleachfield. The population of 
the burgh may amount to about a thou- 
ſand perſons. 

This ſhire was firſt ſeparated from that 
of Lanark, and made a diſtin county, by 
RozerT II. who had a palace at this 
place, of which nothing now remains bur 
the ditch that ſurrounded it. Renfrew 
was long the paternal inheritance of the 
STUART family, before they came to the 
throne ; and it ſtill gives the title of Ba- 
ron to the Prince of WALES. 

On the road from Renfrew to Port- 
Glaſgow, there is a handſome bridge ct 
ten arches, built exactly at the confluence 
of the Gryfe and White Cart. It may be 
thought ſingular, perhaps, that this bridge 
has three ends or entrances. Its direct line 
is from Renfrew to Port-Glaſgow, but it 
receives, on the upper ſide, from between 
the rivers, the road from Paiſley. That 
this bridge might not impede the courſe 
of the navigation from the Clyde to Paiſ- 
ley, a canal has been cut, communicating 
with the Cart, above and below it, which 

ODU 
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opens a free paſſage for veſſels with mails, 
and is of great advantage to trade. 

A few miles to the ſouth of Pailley, be. 
tween the two rivers, there are ſeveral 
villages. Neigſton and Barhead contain, 
each of them, upwards of four hundred 
inhabitants, moſt of them employed in 
the cotton manufacture: At theſe, and at a 
neighbouring village, called Newton, there 
are cotton-works, and ſeveral large print- 
fields. 

Between this and the ſouth- eaſt angle 
of the county, the ground is chiefly em- 
ployed in paſture. The whole ſouthern 
boundary of this ſhire 15 indeed a moun. 
tainous tract, except about Loch Win- 
noch, where there is much cuitivation. 

Though of ſmall extent, this county 1s 
very populous, containing upwards of fix- 
ty thouſand inhabitants, 
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A 1X. 


AYRSHIRE is bounded on the weſt by 
the eſtuary of Clyde, on the north by the 
ſhire of Renfrew ; on the eaſt by Lanark 
and Dumfries; and on the ſouth-eaſt and 
ſouth by Kirkcudbright and Wigton 
ſhires. This county exhibits the form of 
two wings, extending to the north-weſt 
and ſouth-weſt, and forming a vaſt bay at 
the mouth of the Frith of Clyde. Between 
its extreme points, it meaſures about filty 
miles; and its greateſt breadth exceeds 
not twenty-ſeven. 

Ayrſhire is divided into three diſtricts, 
called Cunningham, Kyle and Carrick. The 
moſt northerly of theſe is Cunningham, 
ſeparated from Kyle, the middle diviſion, 
by the Water of Irvine. The north-weſt 
angle of this diſtrict, though mountain- 
ous, affords rich paſture. Oppoſite to the 
ile of Cumbray, ſtands the village of 
Lares, containing about four hundred in- 

habiants, 
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habitants, and noted for the victory gain. 
ed by ALEXANDER III. over the Norwe. 
gians, in 1263. Kellburn Houſe, a ſeat of 
the Earl of GLasGow, remarkable for its 
romantic ſcenery, and a beautiful caſcade 
near it; the villages of Fairley and Kil- 
bride, ſurrounded with cultivated fields; 
the ruins of Caſtle Law, and the fine re. 
mains of Southanan, once a feat of Lord 
SEMPLE; adorn the coaſt, along which the 
proſpects are remarkably beautiful. 

From the neighbouring mountains de- 
ſcends the ſmall river Garnoch, which 
paſſing the villages of Kill-Birnie, Dalry, 
and Kill-Winning, falls into the ſea near 
Irvine. This river divides a fertile and 
well cultivated tract of country; but, 
though well adapted for it, is yet unoccu- 
pied by the machinery uſed in the pnanu- 
tacture of cotton. 

Kill Birnie contains upwards of three 
hundred inhabitants, employed chiefly in 
the ſilk manufacture. The old caftle of 
Kill-Birnie, built about three centuries 
ago, was a ſeat of the Ckawroxd family. 
A fine lake, about two miles long, is a 
great ornament to this place. 

The village of Dalry contains upwards 


of eight hundred inhabitants, employed 
in 
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jn the {ilk and in the cotton manufacture. 
Near it is ſeen a very remarkable natural 
cave, and a curious artificial mount. 

The village of Kill-/Vinning contains 
upwards of one thouſand two hundred in- 
habitants. Its monaſtery was founded in 


1140, by Hud u DR MorxevilLs, Lord of 


CunninGHAM, and Lord High Conſtable 
of Scotland. Of this magnificent abbey, 


the only remains are, one gable and the 


ſteeple. Foreign artiſts, at the building 
of this monaſtery, firſt introduced into 
Scotland the myſterious rites of Free-Ma- 
ſonry. Hence, Kill-Winning is ftill ac- 
knowledged as the mother lodge of Scot- 
land. Archery has alſo flouriſhed here, 
without interruption, from the earlieſt 
times. 

A little to the ſouth-weſt of Kill-Win- 


ning ſtand the populous village of Sterer- 


ſton, and the riſing town of Saltcoats ; the 
former containing upwards of a thouſand 
inhabitants ; the latter upwards of two 
thouſand three hundred. Within a mile 
of each other, they are ſomewhat fimilar, 
except that Saltcoats, ſtanding on the 
thore, is more immediately connected with 


the barbour and ſhipping. Upwards of 
torty veſſels belong to this port; ſome of 
therm are fiſhing veſſels, but moſt of 


them 
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them are employed in the coal trade to 
Ireland. The making of ſalt alſo, from 
which the town takes its name, 1s another 
branch of trade, which the abundance of 
coal enables the inhabitants to carry on 
with ſucceſs. Since 1775, they have done 
much in the article of ſhip-building. They 
have a rope-work, and three ſhip-carpen- 
ters yards, empl»ying a number of hands. 
The place is favourable to manufactures 
in general. 

A little way to the north, on the ſhore, 
ſtood the caſtle of Ardroſſun, demoliſhed 
by CRomwWELL, for the ſake of the ſtones, 
which he carried by tea, to build the Fort 
of Ayr. 

A little to the eaſt of Kill-Birnie, on 
the oppoſite fide of the lake, ſtands Berth, 
ſurrounded by 2 populous country, and 
containing upwards of ſeventeen hundred 
inhabitants. Theſe are variouſly employ- 
ed. Here are two candle-works, and 
three diſtilleries, beſides branches of the 
thread, filk, gauze, and muſlin manufac- 
tures. A ſpecies of hard free-ſtone, and 
many petrifactions of marine exuviz, 
both calcareous and ſiliceous, found here, 
merit the particular notice of the natu- 
raliſt. 

A 
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A canal, connecting the lake of Kill- 
Birnie with the Clyde, on the one ſide, 
and the ſea on the other, would be of ſin- 

advantage. 

A few miles ſouth-eaſt of Beith, lies 
Dunlop, (ſometimes pronounced Delapp), 
celebrated for rich and delicate cheele, of 
which there is here made, excluſive of 
what is made in imitation of it in the 
neighbouring pariſhes, upwards ob 10,600 
ſtone annually. | 

From this high ground deſcends the ri- 
rulet of Anack, which paſling Stewarton, 
and the family ſeat of the Earl of EGLIN- 
TOUN, falls into the river Irvine. Stewarton 
is a conſiderable poſt town, neatly built, 
and contains-upwards of a thouſand inha- 
bitants. Its principal manufacture is bon- 
nets and Quebec caps. 

The river Irvine, or Irwin, deſcends 
from the mountains on the eaft, and after 
paſſing Derval and Newmills, near the ta- 
mily ſeat of the Earl of Loupon, and alſo 
Galſlon and Riccarton, leaving Kilmar- 
nock and Kilmaurs on the right, winds 
meandering on toward the town of Irvine, 
where it turns abruptly to the north, and 
returning almoſt parallel ro its former 


courſe, falls into the ſea cloſe by the town. 
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Derval and Newmills are two manufac. 
turing villages ; in the former, beſides the 
other inhabitants, there are about fixty 
weavers; in the latter two hundred and 
ſixty. In Newmills, an ancient caftle, 
though ſmall, is kept ſtill in repair. It 
belongs to the Earls of Loupon. Near it, 
in the woods, ſtands Loudoun Houſe ; its 
library, built by Chancellor Loupox in 
1622, contains about z0,000 volumes, 
chiefly Greek and Roman Claſſics. 

The village of Geolffon contains near fix 
hundred inhabitants. Formerly the ma- 
king of ſhoes was their chief object, now 
the weaving of lawns and gauze has occu- 
pied the greateſt number of hands. There 
is in the vicinity a good deal of wood. 
There are near the village a valuable coal- 
work, and a rich vein of iron-ore. The 
village of Riccarton, deriving its name 
from Sir Ricard WaALLact, uncle of 
the patriot hero Sir WILLIAM, contains 
upwards of five hundred inhabitants, moit- 
ly ſhoemakers and weavers. 

The town of Kilmarnock, ſo named 
from St Maxnock, who is ſaid to have 
died in 322, ſituated on a declivity above 
a rivulet, contains near ſix thouſand in- 


habitants, and carries on various W 
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of manufacture to the amount of near 
L. go, oc annually ; the chief of theſe are 
the carpet manufacture, tanning and dreſ. 
ſing leather, making ſhoes and gloves, cot- 
ton cloth, calico-printing, duffles, knitted 
caps, mits, and other woollen goods. 

The ruins of Dean Caſtle, the refidence 
of the noble but unfortunate family of 
K1LMARNOCE, about a mile north-eaſt of 
the town, ſtrike the mind with the idea 
of fallen grandeur. 

A few miles north-eaſt of Kilmarnock 
ſtand the ſmall villages of Fenwick and 
Kirkton of Fenwick. 

The town of Kil/maurs, two miles north- 
weſt from Kilmarnock, was erected in- 
to a burgh of barony by James V, at 
the inſtance of CuTaBzxr, Earl of Gren- 
calIRN, and WIILIA, his ſon, Lord 
KiluAuns. It contains upwards of five 
hundred inhabitants. 

The royal borough of Irvine is of great 


antiquity. It contains about four thou- 
ſand five hundred inhabitants. It has up- 


wards of three hundred ſailors, and ex- 


ports annually to Ireland about twenty- 


four thouſand ton of coals. The Ayr and 
Paiſley Banks have each a branch here. 
In 1784, a Mr Wnrrx and a Mrs Bucuan 
ſet out on a pilgrimage from this place for 


Q 2 W 
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the New Jeruſalem; but ſhe died in Gal- 
loway, he went to America, and their fol- 
lowers, left to ſhift for themſelves, are 
moſtly diſperſed. 


A few miles to the ſouth of Irvine, a 
narrow : peninſula extends into the ſea, 
and bending to the north, forms a fine 
natural harbour, called Ty7oon Bay, which 
might, at a moderate expence, be made 
one of the beſt ſtations for ſhipping on 
the weſt coaſt. A canal has been propo- 
ſed, by Kilmarnock and Riccarton, from 
Glaſgow, to this place. 

South of Irvine, near a ſmall village 
of the ſame name, ſtands the ancient caſtle 
of Dupdonald, once a royal refidence, and 
afterwards the family teat of the Cocu- 
RANES, Earls of DundoNnaALD. 

In this vicinity are the ſmall villages of 
Symington and Monkton, and the ancient 
borough of Preſtic. 

Amid the mountains in the eaſtern 
angle of this ſhire, riſes the river Ayr. 
After paſſing Muirkirk, the caſtle of Sorn 
and the village of Catrine, the river is in- 
creaſed by numerous ſtreams in its courſe 
through a rich country, till it is diſcharged 
into the ſea at the town of Ayr. 

At Mouirkirk, beſides a conſiderable 
iron-work, there is a work for _ 
an 
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and lamp-black. This vicinity abounds 


in coal, lime, iron and free- ſtone. Near 
the caſtle of Sorn ſtand the villages of 


Dalgain, or Sorn, and Catrine. The ex- 
tenſive cotton-works at Catrine, the ele- 
gance of the plan on which the village is 
built, and the beauty of its ſituation, ren- 
der it particularly worthy of notice. It 
contains about fourteen hundred inhabi- 
tants. The river with its high banks 
covered with wood, add much to the 
beauty of the ſcenery. 

The village of Old Cumnock is neatly 
built, on a regular plan, in form of a 
ſquare, with the church in the centre. 
Its inhabitants may amount to fix hun- 
dred. In its vicinity ſtands the family 
ſeat of the Earl of Dumfries. 

A few miles ſouth-eaſt of Old Cumnock, 
hes the village of New Cumnock, on the ri- 
ver Nith, near which there are ſome lead- 
mines. As the waters of three ſmall lakes, 
here, paſs partly into. the Nith, and 
partly, by the Luggar, into the Ayr, 
it 1s poſſible that a canal might be cut 
from theſc to Dumfries, on the one hand, 
and to Ayr on the other. 

A little to the weſt is Auchinleck, on 
the banks of the Luggar. The place, 


_caſtle, and houſe of Auchinleck, indepen- 
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dent. of their romantic ſituation, become 
intereſting from their being connected 
with the name of the late Jamzs Bos. 
wELL, Eſq; 

In this neighbourhood we find the vil. 
lage of Ochiltree, and Barſkimming, the 
ſeat of Lord GLEN LER, ſurrounded with 
extenfive plantations, and having a beau- 
tiful bridge of one lofty arch over the 
united ſtreams of Luggar and Ayr. Low- 


er down, black-lead is found, and whet- ' 


ſtones of an excellent quality. 

A little to the north ſtands the town of 
Machlin, containing about a thouſand in- 
habitants, the birth- place of the late Ro- 
BERT BURNs, a poet of diftinguiſhed me- 
rit; and the village of Tarbolton. The 
number of its inhabitants may amount to 
about four hundred and fifty. 

The borough “ of Ayr is ſituated on a 
ſandy plain, and built on both fides of the 
river, over which there is a bridge of 
four arches. It may be confidered as the 
market town to all the adjacent coaſt. 

1 0 j ; Its 


* The borough of Ayr, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſtands on 
the ſouth ſide of the river; but the New Town, and 
Wallace Town, on the oppoſite fide, are ſo connec- 
ted and contiguous, as to ſeem altogether one towy- 
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Its chief trade, however, is at preſent in 
coals and grain. Its fiſhery has great- 
ly declined. The inhabitants of the town 
and ſuburbs may amount to about ſeven 
thouſand. On the north fide of the river, 
there is ſome ſhip-building carried on ; 
and a rope-work employs a number of 
hands. On the ſame fide of the river is 
the ruin of a houſe of Dominicans, found- 
ed by ALEXANDER II. in 1230, the firſt 
of that order in the kingdom. A mile 
north from the town, near the ſhore, there 
is a houſe called King's Chapel, founded 
by Rogz T Bruce, for lepers. The le- 
proſy was a diſeaſe ſo common in thoſe 
days, as to be the ſubject of ſeveral Par- 
liamentary ſtatutes. Happily it is now 
ſcarcely known in Europe. 

The middle divifion of Ayrſhire, named 
Kyle, bounded by the rivers Irvine and 
Doon, was itſelf divided by the river Ayr 
into Kyle Stewart and King's Kyle. In 
the ſouth-eaſt part of the latter diviſion 
ſtands the village of Datmellington, con- 
taining about five hundred inhabitants. 

To the ſouth of the laſt mentioned vil- 
lage is Loch Doon, a lake of about fix 
miles in length, and of confiderable 
breadth. On an ifland in this lake ſtands 
Q 4 Ballcch 


248 SCOTLAND DELINEATED. 


Balloch Caſtle. Its waters, in which there 
are ſalmon, char, red and white trout, 
deſcend; in a winding courſe, toward the 
north weſt, and are diſcharged into the 
fea a little to the ſouth of Ayr. This ri- 
ver Doon divides the diſtrict of Kyle from 
Carrick, the ſouthern divifion of Ayr. 
ſhire. 

In the northern part of Carrick are the 
villages of Straiton, Maybole, and 2 
wald. 

Straiton is a ſmall but beautiful village, 
at the foot of two green hills ſkirted with 
wood. In its vicinity the country is ex- 
tremely wild and rocky, and abounds 
with a number of ſmall lakes, which give 
riſe to three conſiderable rivers, the Doon, 
the Girvan, and the Stinchiar. 

The town of Maybole, ſituated on a 
ridge, with a ſouthern expoſure, and an 
amphitheatre of hills behind it, contains 
about twelve hundred inhabitants, many 
of them remarkable for their longevity : 
about three hundred of them are employ- 
ed in the manufacture of coarſe woollens, 
The cotton manufacture has alſo been 
lately introduced. | 

The ruins of an old building; called 
the College, built in 1371, and endowed 

as 
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as a collegiate church, by Jonn KEN NE“ 
py, is ſtill uſed as the burying place of 
the family of Cass1L1is. Near it are 
ſeen the ruins of Croſſregal Abbey, found- 
ed by Duxcax, in 1260, and the houſe 
of Cullean, an elegant ſeat of the Earl of 
CassIL1s, where great improvements have 
lately been made. About eight hundred 
acres have been planted with wood. 
Near it there are ſeveral remarkable caves 
on the ſhore : and to the ſouth of it Turn- 
bury Caſtle. Here, in 1274, MaxTtra, 
Counteſs of Carrick, was married to 
RokERT BRUCE, Lord of ANNANDALE. 
South from Maybole ſtands the village 
of Dailly, and near it Kilkerran, the ta- 
mily ſeat of Sir Apam FExGrss0x. 
Almoſt oppoſite to the rock of Ailſa, 
ſtands the town of Girtan, on a river of 
the ſame name. It contains upwards of 
a thouſand inhabitants. There are here 
ſome manufactures ; particularly in the 
tanning of leather, in making ſhoes and 
boots, and a little in the weaving of cot- 
ton cloth. The coaſt to the ſouthward 
is but thinly inhabited, and the only vil- 
lage we find is Ballintrae, with only three 
hundred inhabitants, at the mouth of the 
tiver Stinchiar, which deſcends from the 
mountains 
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mountains on the north-eaſt, and is in 
many parts fringed with natural woods. 

| Between Girvan and the ſouth-weſt 

point of the county, the hills afford many 

extenſive ſheep walks. 

Ayrſhire contains much ground capable 
of cultivation. The foil is chiefly a 
ſtrong clay, which is greatly improved 
by lime; and fortunately this county 
abounds with lime- ſtone, coal, and marl. 

Its inhabitants, at preſent, amount to 
upwards of ſeventy-five thouſand. 
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* W1IGT ON. 
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ved 

inty | Taz county of Wigton is ſometimes 


rl, called Upper or Weſt Galloway. It 1s 

t to bounded on the north by the ſhire of 

Ayr; on the eaſt, by that of Kirkcud- 

bright; on the ſouth and weſt, by the 

Iriſh Channel. Its form is very irregu- 

lar. Its greateſt extent, in any direction, 

exceeds not thirty miles; and no part of 

it is more than twelve miles diſtant from 
the ſea. 

At the north-weſt angle of this ſhire, 
the ſea flows in through a narrow paſs, 
6. and ſpreads into a capacious baſon called 

Loch Ryan. 

On its eaſtern ſhore ſtands the village 
of Cairn, well ſituated for foreign trade, 
having an excellent harbour, from three 
to eight fathoms deep, at low- water. 

There are ſeveral caves along the coaſt, 

and nine rairnt, or great heaps of looſe 
tones, within the extent of one mile. 


On 
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On this bay ſtands the royal borough 
of Stranrawer, admirably well ſituated 
for commerce, yet almoſt without trade. 
The town is pretty large and populous, 
containing many handſome houſes, and 
above two thouiand 1rhab-tants. It had 
once an extenſive herring fiſhery ; but the 
ſhoals which uſed to crowd into Loch 
Ryan have now almoſt quite forſaken it. 
Its vicinity to Ireland has introduced the 
manufacture of linen; and its markets are 
chieily attended for this article. Upwards 
of twenty eigut thouſand yards are ftamp- 
ed annually. "Tanning of leather is alſo 
a conſiderable branch of buſineſs here. 

A few miles to the north-weſt ſtands 
the ancient caſtle of Lochnau, the ſeat of 
Sir STAIR AGNEW. 

On the weſt ſhore lies Port-Patrick, 2 
ſmall town, confined by the ſea on one 
ſide, and on tl other by overhanging 
rocks and hills. It contains about five 
hundred inhabitants, and is chiefly noted 
for its ferry to Donachadee in Ireland, 
from which it is only twenty miles di- 
ſtant. The light-houſe and harbour, 
built at conſiderable expence, are of great 
benefit to the public. The improvements 


made here are chiefly to be attributed to 
the 
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me exertions of the late Sir James Hun- 
TEK BLAIR, that zealous and indefatigable 
friend to Scotland. Ship-butiiding is the 
only ſpecies of manufacture hitherto at- 
tempted here. It is thought a filhing 
wight ſucceed, eſpecially of cod. The 
current is ſtrong, and the tides rife from 
ten to fifteen fathoms at the pier end. It 
is computed, that about eleven thouſaud 
head of cattle, and two thouſand horſes, 
are here annually imported from Ireland. 

The ancient caſtle uf Dunſkey, buiit on 
the brink of a tremendous precipice, over- 
looking the Iriſh ſea, and Cairnpar, a for- 
tied hill of conſiderable height, are the 
only places in the neighbourhoud werthy 
of noticc. 

The peninſula, the ancient Novantum 
(ber ſonc ſus, ſi retehing to the fourth, termi- 
nates in a rocky promontory called the 
Mull of Galloway, the point of which 
ſeems a proper ſtation for a light- houſe. 
This is reckoned the molt ſoutherly point 
of Scotland ; near it there are ſome ilate- 
quarries, caverns on the ſhore, and a pe- 
trify ing ſpring. 

On the eaſt of this peninſula is the 
great bay of Luce, at the licad of which, 
toward Stranrawer, we find Caulvern, the 

ſeat 
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{eat of the Earl of STars, and a little to 
the eaſt of it, Saul-ſeat, ſedes animarun, 
the fite of an ancient monaſtery, His 
Lordſhip has adorned the neighbouring 
country with very extenſive plantations, 
Caſtle Kennedy, a little to the eaſt of Stran. 
rawer, was originally a feat of the Earl 
of CAssIIISs. It ſtands on an elevated 
peninſula between two lakes, each above 
one mile in length, and half a mile in 
breadth, which communicate by means 
of an artificial canal, over which there is 
a fine bridge in front of the caſtle. This 
ſeat fell into the hands of the great Earl of 
Stalk, who laid out the pleaſure-grounds 
in an elegant ſtyle: But it was burnt 
down by accident in 1715. So pleafing 
is its ſituation, Kreened by hills on the 
north, and ſurrounded by woods and 
lakes, that one can ſcarce help wiſhing 
to ſee it repaired, and again inhabited by 
its noble and patriotic proprietor. There 
are ſeveral artificial earthern mounts in 
this neighbourhood : One old tower has 
upon its battlements the date 1274. 
Two ſtreams deſcend from the moun- 
tains of Ayrſhire, and uniting at the vil- 
lage of New Luce, form the river Luce. 
This river, after paſſing the ruins of Luce 


Abbey, 
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Abbey, and the ſmall town of Glenluce, 
is diſcharged into the bay. Luce Abbey 
was founded in 1190, and was almoſt en- 
tire in 1646, but has ſince been ſo much 
dilapidated, that bur little of its ruins now 
remain. 

On a lofty bank, beautifully covered 
with wood, and overlooking the conflu- 
ence of the river and bay of Luce, ſtands 
Park, the ſeat of Sir Joun Hay of Park, 
Baronet. 

This county is underſtood by its inha- 
bitants to conſiſt of three parts: All weſt 
of Glenluce they denominate The Rhinns ; 
the northern parrs, eaſtward, The Moors ; 
and the ſouthern, The Machers. 
Proceeding along the eaſt coaſt of the 
bay of Luce, we find the caſtle of Sinny- 
xeſc, 1eated on a precipice overlooking the 
ſa. In the neighbourhood is the caftle 
o Mochrum, once the ſeat of the Dun- 
dar's, Knights of Mochrum, ſurrounded 
ith lakes and moraſſes. 

The road along the coaſt is wild, * 
deſtitute of wood. It becomes more 
agreeable toward Port-HWilliam, a neat 
little village with a good habour. 

Merton Houſe, the ſeat of Sir WIIIIAM 
Maxws.ir of Monrieth, is ſituuated on the 

fide 
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fide of a fine lake, commanding an extey. 
tive proſpect of the fea, and the Engliſh 
and Iriſh coaſt. The old caſtle, on the 
oppoiite fide of the lake, is a fine object. 
A little to the eaſt is Glaſſerton, the ele. 
gant ſeat of the late Admiral Kirn 
STEWART. The ſouth point of land is 
called Burrowhead, or Burgh Head. Near 
it there are found very fine variegated 
marble, coarſe ſlate, and ſome appearance 
of copper and lead ore. The ruins of the 
ancient fortreſſes here cover ſeveral acres 
of ground. 

To the north-eaſt of Burrowhead is the 
Ne of Whithorn, a neat ſmall town with a 
harbour. This little town contains about 
four hundred inhabitants. Eight or nine 
ſloops belong to it. 

The very ancient royal borough of IV hit- 
horn is an inconſiderable town, without 
either trade or manufacture. Its inbabi- 
tants may amount to between ſeven and 
eight hundred. Its once famous Cathe- 
dral, founded in the fourth century, and 
long the relidence of the Biſhop of Gal- 
loway, is now completely in ruins. About 
a mile from the town there are the re- 
mains of a Roman encampment. To the 


weſt is Appleby Loch, near which is Caſtle 
1 Mig. 


Wig. 
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Hig. On the coaſt appear the ruins of 
Cruggleton caſtle, noted as the retreat of 
the brave WALLIAck, when in that cor- 
ner. | 

Galloway Houſe, the elegant ſeat of the 
Earl of GaLLoway, ſtands on a fine bay, 
ſurrounded with pleaſure grounds. Near 
it are the harbour and village of Garlies- 
town, containing between four and five 
hundred inhabitants. It has a rope:walk, 
and employs ten coaſting veſſels. 

To the weſt are the ruins of Sorby and 
Longcaſtle ; alſo the modern houſe of Ra- 
venſtone, and other family ſeats. 

The lake of Dowalton, about fix miles 
in circuit, is a fine ſheet of water, and the 
ſource of the ſmall river that falls into 
Garlieſtown bay. 

The rivers Tarf and Bladnoch FPIEEY 
ing from lakes in the moors on the borders 
of Carrick, unite their ftreams at the vil- 
lage of Kirkcowan, and thence the Blad- 
noch, winding to the ſouth-eaſt, falls into 
Wigton bay. On its ſouthern banks 
ſtands the houſe of Baldoon, formerly the 
ſeat of the Dun BARS of Baldoon. The 


parks of Baldoon have long been noted 


x the richeſt paſture in Galloway. In- 
deed, cattle and grain are the ſtaple com- 
R moditics 
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modities of the county. Manufactures are 
only beginning to get any footing ; and 
every ſpecies of fiſhing, except that for 
ſalmon, is very much neglected. 

WWigton, the county town, and a royal 
borough, is pleaſantly ſituated on a hill 
overlooking the bay to which it gives 
name. It has one very ſpacious ſtreet, 
ſome {mall ones, and above one thouſand 
inhabitants; but it poſſeſſes neither ma- 
nufactures nor trade. Several attempts to 
eſtabliſh a branch of the woollen and cot- 
ton manufacture have been made, but 
without much ſucceſs. A few ſloops are 
here employed for the importing of coals 
and lime, and exporting of grain. On the 
ſouth ſide of the town are the veſtiges of its 
ancient caſtle. There has alſo been ſome 
religious eſtabliſhment at the eaſt end of 
the town ; but whether priory, monaſtery, 
or collegiate church, is not with certain- 
ty known. 

To the north-eaſt * a great morals, 
ſeveral miles in length, called the Moſs of 
Cree, which might admit a ſimilar mode 
of improvement to that of Kincardine in 
Perthſhire. On the weſt fide of this moſs 
ſtands the Clary, the ancient ſeat of the 


preſent GaLLoway family. 
On 
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On the river Cree, which alſo deſcends 
from a lake in Carrick, ſtands the vil- 
lage formerly called Newton-Stewart, now 
Newton-Douglas, having changed its name 
with its proprietor. It is a regular well 
built town, and contains about twelve 
hundred inhabitants. Several manufac- 
tures are here begun very ſucceſsfully ; 
of theſe the cotton is the principal : the 
river being navigable for ſmall veſſels to 
within two miles of the town, it is hoped 
that the trade of this place may ſoon in- 
creaſe. There is a handſome bridge over 
the Cree, on the eaſt of the town. The 
mouth of the river affords a valuable ſal- 
mon-fiſhing. 

This county contains about twenty-one 
thouſand inhabitants. 


R 2 KIRK- 
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— 
KIRKCUD BRIGHT. 


Tux ſtewartry of Kirkcudbright, to. 
gether with the county or ſhire of Wig. 
ton, bear equally the name of Galloway, 
and are part of the ancient province of 
that name, which originally extended as 
far as the Clyde. This ſtewartry is 
bounded on the north and eaſt by Ayr 
and Dumfries ſhires ; on the ſouth by the 
Solway Frith and the Iriſh Sea ; and theri- 
ver Cree bounds it on the weſt. Its form, 
though irregular, approaches to an oval. 
Its extent from north to ſouth is nearly 
thirty miles; from eaſt to weſt about for- 
ty-five. 

Through Newton-Douglas, formerly 
mentioned, paſſes the great military road 
between Port-Patrick and Dumfries. This 
road cuts off, between it and the ſhore, the 
richeſt and beſt cultivated lands in both 
counties. 

On the eaſt fide of the Cree, almoſt 
oppoſite to Newton-Douglas, ſtands the 
ancient village of Minnigaf. Near it is 
Kirrochtree, the elegant ſeat of Mr HERO 
of Heron. In this eſtate, and that of 

Mechramore 
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Mochramore adjoining, there are veins of 
lead, which have been worked for many 
Along the ſkirts of the hills on the eatt 
fide of the Cree and of Wigton bay, ihere 
is much natural wood. Ot the moun- 
tains here the higheſt is Cairaſmus, which 
overlooks the whole ſhire and ſftewarrry. 

Creetotun is a riſing village, contaming 
above eight hundred inhabitants. It is ü- 
tuated on the eaſt ſhore of Wigton bay, and 
has a ſmall port, where there are ſeveral 
loops conſtantly employed in carrying ſea- 
ſhells coaſtwõ iſe, or importing coals and lime 
from Cumberland in England, on the op- 
polite ſhore of the Solway Frith. The 
ſhells are dug from banks without the 
ſea-mark, ſeveral hundred yards from the 
ſhore, and are eſteemed a valuable ma- 
nure. Many thouſand tons of theſe are 
carried off annually. 

All the higher grounds l with 
granite. MAirkdale Houſe, belonging to 
Sir SAMUEL HanNay of Mochrum, Buro- 
net, is built entirely of it. The Biſhop 


of Derry, after ſecing the beauty of this 
houſe, lately commiſſioned a large quan- 

ty of it to be carried over to Ireland. 
The little river Fleet winds through a 
beautiful valley, ſkreened by woody hills, 
1 which 
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which open toward the ſouth. On the 
weſt ſide of this river are ſeen the veſtiges 
of a camp, a Druidical circle, and a vitri. 
fed fort. The pictureſque ruins of the 
caſtle of Cardoneſs, and the fine villas in 
its neighbourhood, attract the eye of 
every traveller. 

The riſing village of Gatehouſe, is ſitua- 
ted near the mouth of the Fleet. This 
town conſiſts of three regular ſtreets, all 
built within theſe forty years, and con- 
tains upwards of eleven hundred inhabi- 
tants. Here are four cotton-mills, where 
upwards of five hundred hands are em- 
ployed ; alſo a tan-work and a ſoap-work. 
A branch of the Paiſley Union Bank is 
eſtabliſhed here. Beſide the pariſh ſchool, 
there is an academy near the village, in a 
moſt delightful and healthy fituation, very 
liberally endowed by Mr Moka of 
Broughton. The weekly cattle-markets, 
held here in the beginning of winter, are 
of conſiderable advantage to the place. 


Small ſloops come up the river, within a 


ſhort diſtance of the town. 

The Cailly, the manſion-houſe of Mr 
Mux&ar is pleafantly fituated, and is one 
of the moſt elegant buildings in this part 
of the country, 


The 
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The northern parts of this ſhire exhi- 
bit bleak and craggy mountains, which 
nevertheleſs afford much paſture, eſpe- 
cially along the rivulet Deuch, and near 
the village of Car/pbairn. From theſe 
mountains defcends the river Ken, which, 
paſſing the village of Dalry, flows ſouth- 
ward with an increafing ftream, toward 
the town of New Galloway. On the 
banks of the Ken are many fine ſeats; 
among theſe are Eariſton, the ſeat of the 
GorDons, famous for their attachment to 
the Reformation principles, —Glenlee, be- 
longing to Sir WII IAM Miller, —and 
Kenmure houſe, built on a beautiful cir- 
cular mount, which has the N 
of being artificial. 

The borough of New Galloway is a 
ſmall inland town, entirely deftitute of 
trade. It is, however, very pleaſantly 
fituated ; and were the induſtry of the 
people encouraged, a branch of the wool- 
len manufactory might here be eſtabliſn- 
ed. In this vicinity ſome appearances of 
lead and copper have been obſerved. 

This diſtrict of country, from Carſ- 
phairn to New Galloway, on both fides of 
the river, is diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
the Glen Kens. 


R 4 Below 
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Below this place the river Ken ex. 
pands igto a fine lake, about four miles 
in length, and one mile in breadth. The 
river Der, riſing from three lakes near the 
ſource of the Noon, deſce-:4s from the 
weſt, and joins the ſtream that iſſues from 
Loch Ken. Lheir,upjted waters retain the 
name. of Des, and, paſling the old caſtle of 
Threaze, flow tor the ſouth-weſt, paſt the 
ruins of the priory. at Tongland,- till they 
meet the ſmall river Tarf, and the ſea a 
little aboye Kirkcudbrighlt. 

The caſile of Threuve was built on an 
iſle. in the river, by the Earls of DausLas, 
ſometime. Lords of GaLirlowar, and was 
intended to awe...the: neighbourhood 1 into 
ſubjection. 

On both ſides of the Dee there are fo 
veral lakes ; but that called Carlinwark 
Loch is the moſt conſiderable. It contains 
an inexhauſtible treaſure of the fineſt and 
beſt. ſhell marl. Many curious remains of 
a have been tound here. On the 

north ide of it ſtands the riſing village or 
town of Cale Douglas, a borough of baro- 
ny, having upwards of [even hundred inha- 
bitants, and ſeveral branches of manufac- 
ture,.. .. 

Over the Dee, (which abounds with ſal- 
mon, pike, perch and trout, ) there are ſeve- 


ral 
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ral fine bridges; particularly thoſe near 
New . Kelton Hill, and Tong- 
land. 

The priory of Tong land was built b. y 
FerxGus, Lord of GaLLowar, near the 
end of the twelfth century. Its ſituation 
is remarkably pleaſant ; bu: the name, and 
a heap of rubbiſh, are almoſt the ſole re- 
mains of its former magnificence. A pa- 
per-mill here, and a fine ſalmon-iiſhing, 
may alſo be worthy of notice. 

Kirkeudbright, though a royal borovgh, 
and the county town, poſſeſſes but an 
inconſiderable trade, notwithſtanding both 
its antiquity and its advantageous fi- 
tuation. The Dee has depth of water 
ſufficient to admit ſhips of any burden to 
come up to the town; and Nature ſeems 
to have done more than half the work, to 
form a fine baſon for a harbour. There 
is ſafe anchoring ground, at the mouth of 
the river, in two ſpacious and well pro- 
tected bays. The town conſiſts of three 
principal ſtreets, two of which form a right 
angle with each other, and meet at the 
Town houſe. It contains upwards of 
thirteen hundred inhabitants, and ſome 
manufactures have lately been introduced 
to give them bread and employment, 


On 
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On the north fide of the town ſtands an 
old caſtle, with this inſcription, The bouſe 
of Herries, 1584; and a little to the weft 
are the deep trenches of an old fortreſs, 
which ſtill bear the name of Caſtle Dykes, 
poſlibly demoliſhed by King Epwarn, 
who was here in perſon. 

A little to the ſouth of the town is the 
family ſeat of the Earl of SELKIRk, fitua- 
ted on a peninſula which runs into a fine 
bay, at the mouth of the Dee. This 
ſpot, which poſſeſſes all the beauties that 
nature and art can beſtow, is ſometimes 
inſu ated, by the ſea flowing round it in 
high tides. Having been formerly the 
fite of a religious houſe, dedicated to the 
Virgin Maxy, it has obtained the name 
of St Mary's 1/te. | 

In a lake above this town, called Loch 
Fergus, are the ruins of a caſtle, ſaid to 
have been the reſidence of the Lords or 
Princes of GaLLoway. In the neighbour- 
hood ſtand the ruins of Dundrennan abbey, 
founded by Ftxcvus, Lord of GaLLOwar, 
in 1142. ALLAN, the laſt of the male 
line, was buried here in 1231. It 1s no- 
ted in hiſtory for being the place where 
Queen Maxy flept the night after the 

battle of Langſide, and whence ſhe took 
| ſhipping 
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ſhipping for Workington, on the oppoſite 
Engliſh ſhore. Not far diſtant ſtood Rae- 
berry caſtle, the ſeat of the progenitors of 
the preſent Lord K1irxcupBRIGHT, from 
whence WALLACE is ſaid to have embark- 
ed for France. 

Rich iron-ore, and abundance of free- 
ſtone, are found on this coaft. Whetſtones 
may allo be had here, equal, if not ſupe- 
rior, to thoſe from the Water of Ayr. 

Proceeding eaſtward along the ſhore, 
we meet with the village of Auchin-Cairn, 
the houſe of Orchardton, and the Orr, a 
ſmall river which deſcends from a lake 
among the hills that divide Galloway from 
Dumfriesſhire. On the banks of this river, 
about a mile to the ſouth of the military 
road, 1s ſeen one of the moſt remarkable 
of thoſe round hills called Motes, that are 
frequently met with in different parts of 
Scotland, and which are ſuppoſed to have 
been places where laws were promulga- 
ted, and juſtice adminiſtered. This mount 
nes from the plain, ſteep all around, ex- 
cept on the ſouth, where there is an eaſy 
aſcent. At the height of about an hun- 
dred feet, there is a level ſemicircular 
area, on the ſouth fide of which riſes a 
deautiful round hill, fla: at the top, and 
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encircled with a trench, which divides 
it from the large ſemicircular area. Tra. 
ces of antiquity are obſerved on other 
parts of the banks of this river ; particu- 
larly two vitrified forts, one on each fide 
of the river, towards the ſea. | 

There are three bridges over the Orr; 
eppolite to the uppermoſt ſtands, at no 
great diſtance caſtward, the riling village 
of Kirkpatrick-Durbam along the middle 
one, uſually called the FHangh-Bridge, 
runs the military road ; the tide flows up 
to the loweſt, lately erected, of one lofty 
arch. | 

A little above this bridge, on the weſt 
fide of the river, ſtood the old caſtle of 
Buittle, or Craie-Nair, ſaid to have been a 
principal reſidence of BaLioL, when Lord 
of GaLLoway. From its being the mater- 
na! inheritance of BaL1or, Galloway was 
jubjected to great viciſſitude of fortune, 
during the contention between him and 
BRUCE. 

Near the village of Dalbeaty, where 
there is a paper-mill, and ſome riſing ma- 
nufactures, the Orr receives a conſider- 
able ftream from the north-eaſt. On 
this rivulet Lord HERKIESs had two 
ſeats, Bareloſb and Corra. Eaſtward from 
the mouth of the Orr, the ſhore is remark- 
ably 
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ably bold. A mill-ſtone quarry is work- 
ed here. 

Sweetheart, or Newabbey was built on 
an elevated plain on the weft fide of the 
Nith, about the end of the thirteenth 
century, by BALTor's mother, daughter of 
ALLAN, the laſt Lord of GaLLoway. The 
mountain called Cr:ffel, elevated nineteen 
hundred feet above the ſea, may be ſaid 
to overhang its beautiful ruins. The ſmall 


adjacent village contains above two hun- 


dred inhabitants. 

The lands on the coaſt are fertile and 
cultivated, particularly ſouthward about 
Kirkbean, and round to the mouth of the 
ſmall river Southwick. 

The foil in this county is enriched by 
a ſtore of ſheli-marl found in many of 
the lakes, and by a ſlimy matter brought 
from the ſhore, called ſea-fleech ; but till 
more by lime brought over from Cumber- 
land. 

A bridge, ſaid to have been built in 
the thirteenth century, over the Nith at 
Damfries, unites this county to Dum- 
friesſhire. Another bridge has lately 
been erected here, a littl farther up the 
river. A village at the weſt end of 
the bridge, deriving its name of Bridge- 
End from its fituation, contains up- 

wards 
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wards of thirteen hundred inhabitants, 
The principal manufacture here 1s the ma. 
king of ſhoes. There are nearly one hun- 
dred hands employed 1n that buſineſs. A 
kind of ſhoes with wooden ſoles are made 
here, and much uſed by the lower claſs 
of country people in the neighbourhood. 

On the weſtern banks of the Nith, a 
little above Dumfries, ſtands Terreagles, 
formerly the ſeat of the Earl of Nitas- 
DALE, pleaſantly ſituated, and command- 
ing an extenfive proſpect of a rich coun- 
try on both ſides of the river. 

At the confluence of the Nith with 
the river Cluden or Cairn, are the fine 
ruins of Lincluden College, a monaſtery 
founded about the middle of the twelfth 
century. 

In this county there are many mineral 
ſprings of a chalybeate nature. Only two 
of them are much frequented : One, cal- 
led the Markland Well, ſix miles weſt 
from Dumfries; the other Lochenbreck, 
on the welt ſide of the Dee. 

It were tedious to enumerate its lakes, 
of . which there are generally three or 
four, ſometimes ten, in a pariſh. Inde- 
pendent of the high ridge which bounds 
it on the north, there are no mountains 

1 In 
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in this county except two, Cairnſmuir 
and Criffel, already noticed, Except in 
bays, and at the mouths of rivers, the ſhore 
is in general bold and rocky, with many 
tremendous cliffs, the crevices of which 
abound with the marine plant, called ſam- 
phire *®, much eſteemed in England as a 
pickle. 

From Port-Patrick to Dumfries no coal 
has hitherto been found : lime and free- 
ſtone are rare. The want of theſe arti- 
cles is a great check to manufactures. 
Agriculture is therefore the principal ob- 
jet with the inhabitants along the coaſt ; 
and in the more inland parts, the rear- 
ing of cattle and ſheep chiefly engages 
the attention of the huſbandman. It 
is much to be regretted, that no branch 
of the woollen manufacture has ever 
been effectually eſtabliſhed in this part of 


the country, where ſo much excellent wool _ 


is produced. 
The inhabitants of this ſtewartry a- 
mount to about twenty-ſeven thouſand. 


* Crithmum maritimum, Lix. 
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DUMFRIES. 


Tuts ſhire is bounded on the north by 
the counties of Lanark and Peebles; on 
the eaſt by thoſe of Selkirk and Rox- 
burgh ; on the ſouth by the Solway Frith; 
and on the weſt by the ſtewartry of Kirk- 
cudbright. Its form may be fancied to 


reſemble a wide-mouthed bottle, having 


its neck turned toward the north-weſt. 
Its length is about fifty miles; its great- 
eſt breadth thirty. 

In the moſt northern part of the ſhire 
is the village of Wanlockbead, containing 
about eight hundred inhabitants, where 
there are conſiderable ſmelting houſes, 
for the lead-ore dug in the adjacent 
hills, belonging to the Duke of Queens- 
BERRY. 

In the mountains to the weſt, ariſes 
the river Nith, which gives the name of 
Nith/dale to the part of the county 
through which it flows. On its banks 

there 
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there is abundance of coal and of lime- 
tone, indications of lead-ore, and a va- 
luable antiſcorbutic ſpring. 

On this river we meet with the royal 
borough of Sangubar, and the ruins of 
its ancient caſtle. This place, containing 
nearly one thouſand inhabitants, is re- 
markable chiefly for its coal-trade, and a 
manufactory of worſted mittens and ſtock- 
ings. The manufacture of carpets has 
lately been introduced. 

A little below, toward Drumlanrig, the 
country is well planted. The ſeat of the 
Duke of QueensBEKRY is ſkreened by 
woody hills, and adorned with beautiful 
gardens. The wild cattle which ancient- 
ly inhabited the Scottiſh woods, ſome of 
which were kept here till very lately, are 
now no longer to be ſeen in this country; 
but the breed is ſtill preſerved by Lord 
TAXKERViLLE, in Northumberland. Mr 
Gili, who ſaw them at Drumlanrig, 
deſcribes them thus: Theſe animals,“ ſays 
he, are milk white, except the noſes, 
* ears, and the orbits of their eyes, which 
are black. They reſemble the common 
cow in many reſpects; only their form 
is more elegant, and they have a ſpirited 
* wildneſs in their looks. When they 

8 * run, 
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* run, inſtead of the clumſy cow-gallop, 
© they bound like deer.” 

There is here a bridge over the Nith, 
and alſo another a little below, near 
Thornhill, which is a neat little town, 
pleaſantly ſituated on the eaſt fide of the 
river, on an elevated plain, and contains 
upwards of five hundred inhabitants, 
There are four markets or fairs held here, 
principally for woollen yarn and coarſe 
woollen ſtuffs. 

Morton Caſtle, built before the days of 
Bruce, has ftil! one wall entire. 

At the weſt end of the bridge, oppoſite 
Thornhill, there is a curious obeliſk, very 
like that at Forres. 

About the villages of Penpont and Tyn- 
ron, and the little town of Monybive, 
which contains about four hundred inha- 
bitants, the vallies are fertile and well 
cultivated, and the hills conſiſt of beauti- 
ful green ſheep walks, with much roman- 
tic ſcenery. Here WiLLlam WALLACE 
took Liber Caſtle by ſurpriſe. A Roman 
encampment and cauſeway account for the 
name of the caſtle. At Barjarg, where 
there 1s a lime-work, there is a good deal 
of natural wood. 

Near 


DUMFRIES. 275 


* 


Near Jar borougbh Caſtle, on the bank 
of the river Cairn, are ſome earthen 
mounds, called The Bowbutrts, where the 
vaſſals of the ancient Barons of Glen- 
cairn uſed to exerciſe in the practice of 
archery. Similar butts are ſeen in vari- 
ous parts of Scotland, but theſe ſurpaſs 
moſt others in magnitude. 

Cloſeburn Caſtle is ſaid to be one of the 
oldeſt inhabited caſtles in the ſouth of 
Scotland. It is fituated on the fide of a 
lake. Near this place, in 1789, was found 
an antique metal veſſel, holding about an 
Engliſh pint, and in ſhape reſembling a 
modern cream-pot. At Cloſeburn are ex- 
tenſive lime-works; and a little below, 
there is a fine bridge over the Nith. 

At Dalfwinton the Cummincs had a 
large Gothic building, as one of their 
principal places of re ſidence: A modern 
maſion-houſe on the fame ſite, and many 
improvements around it, render Dalſwin- 
ton a delightful habitation. Near it are 
ſeveral villages, ſuch as Duncow and 
Amisfield. The old tower of Amisfield 
was the ancient ſeat of the family of 


CnARTERIS. 


The pariſh church of Hallywoad is built 
en the fite of an ancient abbey, This 
| 8 2 place 
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place takes its name from an oval, formeg 
of great ſtones, around which, tradition 
ſays, there was a Druidical grove of 
oaks. 

The river Cairn, called alſo Cluden, for 
ſome miles forms the weſtern boundary 
of the county, and unites its ſtream with 
the Nith a little above Dumfries. 

The borough of Dumfries is the capi- 
tal of the ſouthern counties. It is plea- 
ſantly fituated on a riſing ground, on the 
eaſtern banks of the Nith, amid an exten- 
ſive tract of rich and fertile fields. It is 
a regular and well built town, containing 
about ſix thouſand inhabitants ; but has 
neither foreign trade nor manufactures, 
depending chiefly on the advantages of its 
fituation. At the upper or weſt end of 
the town ſtood the cattle, and near it the 
monaſtery, which Bruce ſtained with the 
blood of his kinſman Cour. 

Over the Nith there is an ancient 
bridge of nine arches, In 1789 another 
was erected a little higher up the river. 
Along the whole courſe of this river, its 
banks afford excellent quarries of red free- 
ſtone. 

Proceeding down the Nith, toward its 
mouth, we find Caerlavrock Caſtle, fituated 

Near 
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near the ſhore. Though this fort was 
often beſieged by the Engliſh, it is 
gill in better condition than moſt of 
the ancient fortreſſes in the kingdom. 
The front is very elegant, and richly 
adorned with ſculpture. It is ſurround- 
ed by a double ditch, broad and deep ; 
and, before the uſe of fire-arms, was 
deemed impregnable. This is the ruin 
of what is called the New Caſtle, founded 
about the 1425, in the reign of James I. 
The fite of the old caſtle is eaſily traced 
in a wood about three hundred yards 


ſouth from the preſent building. Dr Jonx 


HuTrTon, of this neighbourhood, from 
tending a few ſheep, roſe to be principal 
phyſician to WILLIAM and Maxy, and 
phyfician-general to their armies and hoi- 
pitals. He bequeathed his library to the 
Preſbytery of Dumfries, and a handſome 
donation to the place of his birth. 

Locher Mofi is a moraſs of twelve miles 
in length, and three in breadth, lying caſt 
of Dumfries, and nearly parallel to the 
Nith. A river, twenty-five feet broad, 
paſſes down the middle of it, and a road 


right acroſs it. From the vaſt oak-trees 


that have been here dug up, it is evident 
that this moraſs has been, at ſome diſtant 
83 Peri, 


.- 


278 SCOTLAND DELINEATED. 


period, a great foreſt. Antiquities of 
various kinds are dug up along with the 
peat. Canoes and anchors have been fre. 
quently found here; and as the preſent 
moraſs is only fourteen feet elevated above 
flood-mark, we are led to believe, that, 
before it became a foreſt, it had been a 
large bay, entirely covered by the ſea. 
There i a ſimilar moraſs, though of leſs 
extent, on the weſt ſide of the river. 
From theſe and other circumſtances, it 1s 
certain, that, along the ſhores of the Sol- 
way Frith, the fea has retired, and the 
land inc eaſed. 

On the eaſt of Locher Moſs ſtand the 
villages of Roccan and Torthorwald. Near 
the latter ſtand the ruins of the caſtle 
which gives name to it. | 

On the coaſt is the village of Ruthwell. 
In the church of this place are ſeen the 
fragments of a curious antique obeliſk, 
ornamented with rude carving. It ap- 
pears to have been, when entire, about 
twenty feet high. 

A little to the weſt ſtands Comlongan, 
an ancient caſtle. ſtill very entire. It is 
a ſeat of Lord SToRmonr, and the birth- 
place of the late Earl MANSTIELD. A 
lime-ſtone quarry, diſcovered here a few 
years 
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years ago, has been of ſingular advantage 
to the country around it. 

The diſtrict to the north and eaſt is 
called Annandale, from the river Annan, 
which flows through it. 

The mountains in the northern part of 
this diſtrict, ſometimes named Meffat 
hills, are the higheſt in the ſouth of Scot- 
land. From one of theſe, called Erick- 
flone-brae, may be ſeen, at a little diſtance 
from each other, the ſources of the Tweed. 
the Clyde, and the Annan. The Annan 
flows in a ſoutherly direction; and after re- 
ceiving many auxiliary ſtreams in a courſe 
of thirty miles, is diſcharged into the Sol- 
way Frith. 

The town of Moffat has a manufacture 
of coarſe woollen ſtuffs: But it is chief- 
ly ſupported by its mineral ſprings, which 
attract much genteel company. This 
town contains upwards of eight hundred 
inhabitants, and many good houſes, builr 
for the accommodation of thoſe who viſit 
this place for the ſake of the waters. 
Theſe are of a very bracing quality, and 
are accounted the ſtrongeſt in Britain. 
There are here two ſprings, of which the 
Moffat Spa is the weakeſt, the Hartfell 
the ſtrongeſt, A few miles eaft from the 

S 4 mountain 
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mountain of Hartfell, there is a cataract 
called 7 he Grey Mare's Tail. The moun- 
tain of Hartfell is about three thouſand 
fect high. There is a beautiful plain 
on its top, of ſufficient extent for a 
horſe-race, and commanding a moſt exten- 
ſive proſpect. Several pieces of antiquity 
have been diſcovered near Moffat. To 
the Houſe of Auchencaſs, once an im- 
pregnable fortreſs, water had been con- 
veyed in lead-pipes. It belonged to the 


{ame proprietor with Morton Caſtle. Its 


walls are fifteen feet thick. Lochwood, 
the reſidence of the JounsTons of An- 
nandale, built in the fourteenth century, 
has allo been a place of great ſtrength. 
Racehills, lately built by the Earl of Hoez- 
rod, on the weſt bank of the Kinnel, is 2 
very fine houſe. The improvements a- 
round it add much to the beauty of the 
neighbouring country. 

The country is barren of wood, ex- 
cept in the neighbourhood of the town; 
and the ground is, in general, employed 
in paſture for ſheep and black cattle. In 
the moſs called Drumcrief, large oak and 
birch trees are frequently dug up quite 
freſh and entire, though they muſt, with- 

out 
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out doubt, have lain there for many cen- 
turies. 

The borough of Lochmaben is ſituated 
on the weſt fide of the Annan, nearly 
oppoſite to the place where the united 
ſtreams of Yea and Kinnel fall into it. 
Its numerous lakes, ancicnt caſtle, and 
royal retainers, merit particular notice. 
It is ſaid to have obtained its privileges 
from King RoszekrrT I.; but, though an- 
cient, and pleaſantly fituated, it has never 
riſen to great eminence. The number of 
its inhabitants may amount to about ſeven 
hundred, who manufacture coarſe linen, 
follow mechanic employments, and culti- 
vate the adjacent fields. 

On an elevated fituation on the ſide of 
a hill ſouth-weſt from Lochmaben, the 
late Dr Mounsty, phyſician to the Em- 
preſs of Russ 1A, built the elegant houſe of 
Ramer ſcales. 

On the eaſt fide of the river ſtands the 
thriving town of Lockerby, containing up- 
wards of ſeven hundred inhabitants, and 
having excellent cattle markets. A little 
below ſtands Caſtlemilk, and lower ſtill 
the village of Ecclefechan, noted for its 
great monthly market for cattle. It con- 
tains upwards of tive hundred inhabitants. 

Not 
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Not far to the weſt of this village we find 
Hddam Caſtle, ſaid to have been founded 
in 1437, by Lord Htzrits. A mile to 
the ſouth of this caſtle is the tower call. 
ed R-pentance. 

At Kellbead lime-work, near this place, 
have appeared ſeveral veins of a beautiful 
dark coloured, ſpotted marble, mixed 
with ſea-ſhells, and petrified vegetables. 

Toward the borough of Annan, the 
country is well cultivated. This town is 
very ancient. It contains upwards of one 
thouſand fix hundred inhabitants, has 
ſome trade, and annually exports a con- 
fiderable quantity of grain. There is a 
fine bridge over the Annan at this place; 
and at a ſmall diſtance the Solway Frith, 
here called Bowneſs Water, is forded at 
ebb tide, by people paſling to or from the 
weltern parts of Cumberland. 

It would exceed our limits, to enume- 
rate all the remains of antiquity in this 
part of the country, which was fo fre- 
quently the ſcene of rapine and of blood- 
ſhed. 

The falmon fiſhery is valuable all along 
the coaſt of the Solway Frith. Here they 
have various ways of carrying it on; of 

which 
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which that of purſuing the fiſh, in the ebb 
of the tide, on horſeback, 1s the moſt ſin- 
gular. 

Eſkdale is the eaſtern diviſion of Dum- 
friesſhire. The upland of this diſtrict 1s 
2 paſtoral tract. 

The river Ef, after a courſe of about 
twenty miles, reaches the town of Lanę- 
holm, which contains about fifteen hun- 
dred inhabitants. From this place the 
river winds through many woody and 
rich fields toward the Solway Frith. 
Langholm Lodge, an occaſional reſidence 
of the Noble family of BuccLevcn, is 


juſtly admired for its fimplicity, and the 


beauty of the ſurrounding ſcenery. 

New Langholm is a conſiderable village, 
near the confluence of the river Hauchope 
and the Eſk. 

Lead, and indications of coal, have been 
diſcovered on the banks of the Eſk. At 
Weſterhall, the property of SirJames Jonn- 
STONE, a mine of antimony was opened 
in 1788, and continues to be worked. Tt 
is the only mine of that mineral in Great 
Britain. The family of Jouxs10xEx, fo 
eminently diftinguiſhed for abilities and 
ſucceſs in the world, are natives of Eſk- 
dale; as was ↄlſo Admiral Pasr.zy. 
Craitnen 
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Graitney is a village lituated near the 
mouth of the ſmall river Sark. It has an 
elegant inn. This place 1s generally 
known by the name of Gretna Green, the 
reſort of many young ladies and gentle. 
men from England, who have the mis. 
fortune to differ with their parents and 
guardians on the ſubject of marriage. Near 
the village there is a plantation of trees, 
which a facetious touriſt calls the Idalian 
Grove, and gives for its motto, 


Vetuere patres, quod non potuere vetare. 


It ſhould, however, be remarked, that 
the clergyman of the pariſh, who is a 
gentleman of learning and reſpectability, 
never cquntenances the irregular mar- 
riages celebrated here. Theſe are chief- 
ly the work of a perſon who was once a 
tobacconiſt, (not a blackſmith, as is com- 
monly ſuppoſed,) an illiterate man, who 
never was in church orders. Nor are the 
other practitioners in this illicit trade of a 
ſuperior deſcription. 

On the banks of the river Sark ſtands 
Springkell, the elegant ſeat of Sir WiL- 
Liam MaxweELL. In this vicinity, a vil- 
lage has been erected by the patriotic pro- 

prietor, 
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prietor, and encouragement given to manu- 
facurers to lettle in it. 

On the oppolite ſide of the river is the 
great moraſs called Solway Moſs. In 1771, 
there was a dreadful eruption of this mo- 
raſs, which overflowed the adjacent coun- 
try for ſeveral miles, 

Agriculture 1s well underſtood, and ſuc- 
ceſsfully praiſed, in the lower parts of 
Dumfriesſhire ; but in the higher grounds 
the rearing of cattle is the chief object 
with the farmers. Swine are allo fed in 
great numbers, and many hundreds of 
them are annually ſold in the markets on 
the Engliſh border. | 

The number of inhabitants of this coun- 
ty probably exceeds fifty-four thouſand. , 
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ROXBURGH. 


Tuis ſhire is ſometimes called Tevict- 
dale. It is bounded on the north 
Berwickſhire; on the eaſt and ſouth by 
Northumberland and Cumberland in Eng- 
land; on the weſt by Dumfries and Sel- 
kirk ſhires. Its form is irregular, It 
meatures at moſt about thirty miles from 
north to ſouth, and from eaſt to weſt, 
nearly the ſame. 

In the north-weſt point of the ſhire, in 
the mountainous tract between the rivers 
Leader and Gala, the ruinous towers 
of Culmſlie, Hilſlap. Lang ſhaw, and ſome 
others, are ſeen ſcattered amid the bleak 
kills. | 

The Tweed enters the county at the 
mouth of the river Ettrick. Its banks 
are adorned with fine hanging woods, 
and in various parts with rocky prect- 
pices called heughs. The vallies, or 
haughs, through which it flows, are 2 

an 
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and beautiful. Such is the diverſity of en- 
chanting ſcenery here di played, that the 
traveller, in a fine ſummer day, can fcarce 
help exclaiming, in the words of the old 
ſong : 

How ſweet are the banks of the Tweed! 


Near the village of Darnick, there is a 
good bridge over the Tweed. Two miles 
below, ſtands the town of AMelro/e. It has 
ſome ſhare of the linen, woollen, and cot- 
ton manufacture. 

Cloſe by it ſtand the magnificent re- 
mains of Melroſe Abbey, the fineſt of any 
in Scotland. This abbey (ſays Mr PEN- 
* NANT) was founded in 1136, by Da- 
*vid I. and dedicated to the Virgin 
* Maxy, The ruins are of uncommon 
beauty. Part is at preſent uſed for di- 
vine ſervice; the reſt uncovered. The 
* ſouth fide, and eaſt window, are ele- 
* gant beyond deſcription. The church 
* had been in the form of a croſs, and of 
great extent.“ The cemetery contains 
the duſt of many great men. ALtxan- 
DER II. it is ſaid, is buried under the 
great altar. James, Earl of DoucLas *, 

ſlain 

The nobleman whoſe death is lamented in the 
celebrated ballad of Chevy chace. 
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flain at the battle of Otterburn, in 1388, 
was here interred with great pomp. The 
* ſituation of this religious houſe (adds 
* the ſame gentleman) is remarkably 
* pleaſant; ſeated near the Tweed, and 
* ſhaded with trees, above whoſe ſummits 
© ſoar the venerable ruins, and the trica- 
* pitated top of Fildon hills.” On one of 
the three ſummits of theſe hills are the 
traces of a Roman camp; and ſimilar ap- 
pearances are frequently met with in the 
neighbourhood. 

At the north bottom of theſe hills 
ſtands the village of Neuſtead. At Dry- 
grange, in this vicinity, there is a fine 
bridge over the Tweed. A mile far- 
ther down the river is ſeen Old Mel- 
roſe, ſaid to have been the ſite of an ab- 
bey of Culdees in 664. Ir is now re- 
* duced (ſays the writer laſt quoted) to 
a ſingle houſe, ſtanding on a ſort of pro- 
* montory, peninſulated by the Tweed; 
a a moſt beautiful ſcene; the banks lofty 
and wooded, varied with perpendicular 
rocks jutting out like buttreſſes from 
top to bottom.“ The precipice which 
fronts Old Melroſe, on the oppoſite fide 
of the Tweed, is called the Gate Heugh. 


The ftrong fortreſs of Halidean, formerly 
the 
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8, the reſidence of the Roxburgh family, 
he with its old deer-park ; the village of Sz 
Ids BoſwelPs, famous for its annual fair, and 
ly | ſeveral others in this neighbourhood, are 
nd worthy of notice. 


ts Smallholm Tower, though thirty miles 
ca- inland, ſerves as a land- mark to ſeamen off 
of the coaſt. 
he Proceeding down the river, we find ſe- 
* yeral old buildings or caſtles, the ſeats of 
he ancient border-warriors. That of Little- 
| den is a round tower, placed on a cliff 
ills above the river ; and was in former times 
* a border-houſe of the KERS. 
=_ A few miles below ſtands the Fleurs, a 
= magnificent ſeat of the Duke of Rox- 
el BURGH, riſing amid widely extended plan- 
ab- tations. Near the place where the Te- 
auf not falls into the Tweed, on a lofty penin- 
to ſula between them, may be traced the re- 
= mains of the once ſtrong Caſtle of Rox- 
d; burgh. Before this caſtle King James II. 
ty loſt his life, in 1460, by the burſting of 
lar a cannon. 
on A little below the caſtle there is a beau- 
ich tiful bridge over the Teviot, near Spring- 
ide wood Park, an elegant manſion, the ſeat 
gb. of Sir GroROE DovcrAas. 


rly T of 
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Of the ancient town of Roxburgh 
no veſtige now remains.—Seges ud: Troja 
Fuit. St Jumes' Fair ſeems to be its ſole 
memorial. The preſent village of Rox. 
burh ſtands two miles weſt of the caſtle. 
The tryſting-tree, an elm, near ten feet in 
diameter, and a hawthorn, ſeven feet in 
circumk: rence, are ſingular vegetable pro- 
ductions, and have a claim to conſider- 
able antiquity. 

The river Teviot deſcends from the 
mountains in the ſouth-weſt angle of the 
county, and paſſes almoſt through the 
centre of this ſhire, winding beautifully 
through wide and fertile valleys, till it 
mixes its waters with the Tweed near 
Kelſo. 

Kelſo is a neat and populous town, 
though not a royal borough. It contains 
between four and five thouſand inhabt- 
tants, and has a good weekly market for 
corn; but the making of ſhoes is its prin- 
cipal manufacture. This branch employs 
near one hundred and fifty hands. Here 
was a very handſome ftone-bridge of fix 
2rches over the Tweed, below its conflu- 
ence with the Teviot ; but it was ſwept 
away by a flood in 1797 ; and is to be re- 


nl:ced by one of to magnificent arches, 
conſtructed 
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conſtructed with caſt-iron. The Abbey 
of Kelſo, of which the magnificent ruins 
ſtill remain, was founded by Davip I. 
in 1128. The environs of Kelſo, (ſays 
Mr PENNANT) are very fine: The lands 
conſiſt of gentle riſings, incloſed with 
* hedges, and extremely fertile. They 
have much reaſon to boaſt of their proſ- 
« pets. From the Chalkheugh is a fine 
view of the forks of the river; Rox- 
* burghhull ; the handſome ſeat of Spring- 
* woodpark; and at a diftance, the 
Fleurs. From Pinnaclehill, is ſeen a 
vaſt extent of country, highly cultiva- 
* ted, watered with long reaches of the 
Tweed, and well wooded on cach mar- 
* gin.” Much wheat is raiſed in this 
neighbourhood ; and the fleeces of the 
ſheep are remarkably ſine. 

In the north-eaſt angle of the county 
ſtand the ruins of Hume Caſtle, demoliſh- 
ed by CRomwELL ; Newton, the reſidence 
of Sir ALEXANDER Don; and Stitchill, 
the ſeat of Sir James PrINGLE, the birth- 
place of Sir Joun P&INnGLE, late Preſident 
of the Royal Society of London. A little 
to the ſouth-caſt is the village of Ednam, 
where our celebrated poet Thousox was 


born. 


T 2 The 
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The village of Sprouſton ſtands on the 
ſouth fide of the Tweed. 

In the low tract between Kelſo and 
Berwick, it has been propoſed to open a 
navigable canal. The advantages that 
would arile from ſuch a communication 
with the ſea, to an inland country deſti- 
tute of coal and lime, are obvious at firſt 
ſight; and it is hoped the enterpriſe will 
be carried on with that vigour and alacri- 
ty, on the part of the gentlemen concern. 
ed, which ſeems a diſtinguiſhing feature 
in the character of the ſpirited friends of 
Scotland in the preſent age. 

In the eaſtern part of the county is 
the village of Yetholm, from which the 
ground riſes to the ridge of the Cheviot 


Hills on the ſouth. From the high moun- 


tains that bound Teviotdale, to the ſouth, 
deſcend five conſiderable rivers, which 
all fall into the Teviot. 

On the Kale ſtands the riſing village of 
Morebattle, and the ancient Caſtle of Ceſ- 
ford. Upon this river, a ſaw-mill, a ful- 
ling-mill, and ſeveral others, have been 
erected; and different antiquities have 
been found in its vicinity. 

The Roman road from the ſouth, by 
Melroſe to Cramond, croſſes both Crail- 

ing 
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ing water, or Oxnam, and Jed, before they 
reach the 'Tevior. 

In the banks of the river ed are ſe— 
yeral large caverns, which were the ſtrong- 
holds, or hiding places, of ancient border- 
wariors. Amidft theſe romantic ſcenes, 
© THoMsSON was wont to woo the will- 
ing Mule.” 

Zedburgh, which is a royal borough, 
fituated nearly in the middle of the 
county, on the banks of this river, whence 
it derives its name, is a conſiderable 
town, containing about two thouſand in- 
habitants. It has a good market for corn 
and cattle ; 1s the ſeat of the courts of ju- 
ſtice for the county, and was once a royal 
reſidence. It ſtands on the weſt fide of 
the river, conſiderably above its junction 
with the Teviot, between high banks and 
hanging woods, adorned with the beauti- 
ful ruins of an abbey, founded by King 
Davin. A part of this ancient pile ſtill 
ſerves for a pariſh church. 

In the adjacent country there are ma- 
ny fine ſeats. Oppoſite to the conflu- 
ence of the Jed with the Teviot, ſtands 
the elegant villa of Mount Teviot, be- 
longing to the Marquis of Lornian. Not 
far from this is Ancrum Houſe, overlook- 

13 ing 
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ing the junction of the river Ale with the 
Teviot. 

At the village of Ancrum there are re- 
mains of caverns and of walls, ſaid to be 
of great antiquity. 

The Ale is the only river that falls into 
the Teviot from the north-weſt. On this 
river ſtand the village of Lillie“: Leaf, 
containing upwards of four hundred in- 
habitants, and the ſeat of the very ancient 
family of River. WALTER RIDDEL of 
Riddel married VIOLET DoucLas in 936. 

From the ſouth the Teviot receives 
Rule water, on the banks of which ſtood 
the family ſeats of the Tua N BZULISs and 
FuLrons. Here, too, was born the immor- 
tal ELLioT, Lord HEeaTHFIELD, Governor 
and defender of Gibraltar. 

About a mile above the place where the 
Rule falls into the Teviot, ſtands Minto 
Tower, belonging to Sir GiLBzrT ELL1oT, 
on a rugged and pictureſque rock, round 
which the Teviot makes a bold ſweep. 

The conic mountain called Ruber”s Law, 
is a remarkable object in this part of the 
country. North from Ruber's Law, on the 
ſouthern bank of the Teviot, ſtands the 
village of Denbolm. 


Farther 
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Farther up the country ſtands the town 
of Hauwick, in a moſt romuntic ſituation. 
Here, notwithſtanding many teeming, 
diſadvantages, manufactures flourith. A 
ſpirit of encerprite, directed by the know- 
ledge requilite, and ſeconded by perſeve- 
ring induſtry, produces, in every ſituation, 
wondertul effects. This town, fituated 
at the mouth of the Sridge, by which it 
is divided, contains between two and 
three thouland inhabitants, employed in 
the manutacture of carpets, inkle, linen, 
woollen, and hoftery goods. 

In 1767, by the burſting of a cloud up- 
on the higher grounds, the river S/irridge 
roſe twenty-two fect, and ſwept away ſe- 
reral houſes; ſo entirely fo, that not a vel- 
tige of them remained. 

From this place to the ſouth, are ſcen 
two high conical hills, named Aatiden-paps, 
adjoining to the ridge of Cheviot hills. 

There are, in this tract, many exten- 
live ſheep-walks, and great ſtore farms, 
as they are called. From thence, through 
the whole ſouthern angle of the coun- 
ty, called Liddiſdale, from the river L:- 
del, the country is chietly employed in 
paſture, The courſe of the Liddel is 
louthward ; the only river in the county 


1 4 that 
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that flows in that direction. It joins the 
Eſk near Solway Mols. 

Dr ARMSTRONG, a native of this paſto. 
ral diſtrict, in his well known poem on 
the © Art of Preſerving Health,” thus ele- 
gantly commemorates the LtpptL 


Unknown in ſong ; tho' not a purer ſtream, 
Thro' meads more flow'ry, or more romantic groves, 
Rolls toward the weftern main. Hail, facred flood 
May ſtill thy hoſpitable ſwains be bleft 


In rural innocence ; thy mountains ſtil] 

Teem with the fleecy race ; thy tuneful woods 
For ever flouriſh ; and thy vales look gay 
With painted meadows, and the golden grain! 


Along the banks of the Teviot there 
is abundance of free and lime ſtone ; but 
coal is brought from a great diſtance; 
hence, the want of fuel operates as a check 
to the manufactures, which in ſome 
places begin to be carried on with laud- 
able ſpirit. Much wool is produced on 
the high mountains that bound the vale. 
This, as the raw material, muſt furniſh 
employment and bread to the induſtrious 
poor, and be a ſource of wealth to their 
employers. 

The inhabitants of this county amount 
to about thirty-two thouſand. 


S E I- 
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SELEIREK. 


Tnis county is bounded on the north, 
by Edinburghſhirc ; on the caſt, by that 
of Roxburgh ; on the ſouth, by Dumtries ; 
and on the weſt, by Peeblesſhire. Its form 
is very irregular. From north to ſouth, 
it meaſures about twenty miles; from eaſt 
to weſt, where broadeſt, it is little more 
than half that extent. 

The river Tweed enters this county 
near the ſeat of Lord ELiBanx, and, croſ- 
fing it towards the eaſt, is augmented by 
the ſtreams that deſcend from the heathy 
and rugged hills of Caddon-bead. At the 
north-eaſt angle of the ſhire, the Tweed 
receives the water of Gala. Near their 
junction, is the village of Galaſhiels, in 
which a proſperous manufacture of wool- 
len cloth is carried on. It contains up- 
wards of five hundred inhabitants, and 
the progreſs they have made in this trade, 

notwithſtanding 
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notwithſtanding their diſtance from a mar- 
ket-town, is a ſtrong proof of their genius 
and induſtry. The ſtuff they commonly 
make, has obtained the name ot Gala. 
ſhieis-grey, being of a dark colour, and 
coarſe texture. Lately, flannels and ſu- 


perior cloths have bcen tried ; and the at- 


tempt has been attended with tolerable 
ſucceſs. Tunning is allo carried on here 
upon a ſmall ſcale. 

In the neighbourhood of the village 
is the houſe of Gala, ſhrouded in wood; 
and about a mile above, ſtands the old 
tower of Torwooalie, now a ruin. On a 
knoll, overlooking the river, the preſent 
poſſeſſor has built an elegant modern 
houſe. The plantations, and the culti- 
vation of the fields, in the vicinity of the 
village, and of Torwoodlie, ſorm a ſtriking 
contraſt with the ſterility of the adjacent 
hills. 

In the ſouth-weſt part of the county, 
the Tweed receives the united ſtreams 
of Ettrick and Yarrow, in view of the fa- 
mily feat of Sunderlundball. Further up 
the Tweed, are ſeveral gentlemens ſeats, 
on both ſides of the river. Among theſe, 
are diſtinguiſhed the handſome modern 

building 
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building of Yair, and the houſc of Fair- 
nilee. 

To the ſouth, on the caſt ſide of the ri- 
ver Ettricx, on a high bank, ſtands the 
borough of Selkirk, This town, though 
not of conſiderable extent, contains ſome 

houſes, and about one thouland in- 
habitants. Its ſhoemakers have been ce- 


lebrated in a popular ſong, The Sorters 
© of Selkirk ;* and boots and ſhoes are ſtill 


its chief manufacture. Haining, the 4eat 


of Mr PINS OTE, with a fine ſheet of wa- 
ter adjoining, ſtands a little above Sel- 
kirk. The battle of Philiphaugh was 
fought within ſight of Selkirk, on the op- 
poſite fide of the Ettrick, where the Yar- 
row falls into it. 

Yarrow riſes in the weſtern part of the 
county, from two contiguous lakes, about 
fix miles in circuit, called St Mary's Loch, 
and the Loch of the Lows. Here we find the 
tuin of St Mary's Chapel. The Yarrow, 
ingulphed amidſt rugged rocks, ſhaded by 
overhanging woods, winding round the 
houſe of Newark, flows into Ettrick, near 
the family ſeat of Philipoauzh. 

The river Etrrick, is formed by the 
confluence of all the ſtreams that are 
poured from the mountainous region in 


the 
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the ſouth-weſt angle of the county. A. 
mid theſe mountains, we find Buccleugh, 
which gives the title of Duke to the 
noble family of Scorr. 

Ettrick is truly a paſtoral ſtream, which 
feems to play round the promontories of 
the numerous mountains that guide its 
courſe. From the woods formerly on the 
banks of this river, the ſhire obtained the 
name of Ettrick Foreſt, At preſent, few 
trees are to be ſeen in the high parts of 
this county. Sheep and cattle are its 
chief riches; and with theſe it eyery 
where abounds. 


It is no little recommendation to the 


rivers we meet with here, that almoft 
every one of them is the ſubject of ſome 
paſtoral Scottiſh ditty. Tweed Side, Et- 
trick Banks, and Gala Water, are not 
among the leaſt pleaſing of thoſe elegant, 
though ſimple melodies. 

The number of inhabitants in Selkirk- 
ſhire, may be about fix thouſand. 


3 PEERBLE8S. 
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Ta1s ſhire is ſometimes called Tweed- 
dale. It is bounded on the north, by 
the county of Edinburgh; on the eaſt 
and ſouth, by Selkirk and Dumfries 
ſhires; on the weſt, by Lanarkſhire. 
Its greateſt length, from north to ſouth, 
is about twenty-eight miles; its breadth, 
above eighteen. Its form is remarkably 
irregular. 

In the northern part of this ſhire is 
the river Lynne, which riſes on the ſouth 
ſide of the Pentland hills. This river 
paſſes the village of Linton, near which 
are found fullcrs earth, both red and white 
free ſtone, lime-ſtone, and a mineral 
ſpring, reſembling Tunbridge Wells. To 
the eaſt lie the Mheam, Lamancha, and 
Magbziehill, where there is lime and coal, 
red and yellow ochres, veins of manga- 


neſe, and Stourbridge clay. The oats of 


Magbiehill are in great requeſt among the 
farm rs 
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farmers for ſeed. A little below is Ro. 
mamumo, once the feat of Dr PENNY ux, 
of facetious memory. 

Drochill Cajtle, at the confluence of the 
Tarth and Lynne, was built by MokToxy, 
Regent of Scotland ; but before it was 
finiſhed he was beheaded. Near Kirkurd 
Houſe, there is a copious ſpring of ſulphu- 
reous water, found by Dr BLack to be 
ſtronger than that at Moffat, but weaker 
than Harrowgate water. Kirkurd, much 
improved by the late Lord Hynprosp, 
was the reſident property of the Gzppxss 
of Rachan, it is ſaid, for eleven hundred 
years. JaMts GEppes, the laſt of the fa- 
mily, born here in 1710, publiſhed an 
Eſſay on the Compoſition and Manner of 
Writing of the Ancients, A circular for- 
tification, called the Rings, another called 
the Chefters, and Camp-rig-end, are pretty 
remarkable; but {Mill more ſo, perhaps, is 
the Roman camp, of about ſix acres, near 
Lynne Kirk, ſtill very entire. Near this 
place there are veſtiges of Britiſh encamp- 
ments. 

Below the junction of the Lynne and 
Tweed, the latter receives, from the op- 
polite mountains, the river Manor. In 
fight of Pecbles ſtands Nidpath Caſtle, 

originally 
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originally the reſidence of the Frazers, 
and one of thoſe fortreſſes which, in a 
continued chain, one in fight of another, 
were built to defend the banks of the 
Tweed. 

From the north, deſcends the water of 
Eddleſtanc, which takes its name from a 
pretty populous village on its banks, and 
continues 1ts courle through a hilly coun- 
try, in a paſtoral vale, til it flows into the 
Tweed at Pecbles. 

Peebles is a very ancient royal bo- 
rough, pleafantly ſituated on the river 
Tweed, over which it has an ancient 
bridge. Though Peebles cannot boaſt 
of much trade, yet it has ſome manufac- 
ture of carpets and ſerges, and a weekly 
market for corn and cattle. Its inhabi- 
tants may amount to about fifteen hun- 
dred. In the monaitery at this place, 
ALEXANDER III. and other Scottiſh 
Kings, are ſaid frequently to have re- 
ſided. Part of this ancient fabric ſerved 
as a place of worſhip, before the preſent 
elegant pariſh-church was built. 

In the ſouth-caſt angle of the ſhire, 
is the family ſcat of the Earl of TRA“ 
Gal; above which is [cen the grove or 
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Buſh a baon Traquair, celebrated in a fa. 
vourite Scottiſh ballad. From this place, 
toward the ſouth, the view is circum- 
{cribed by the deſert heights of Blackhouſe, 
and the dreary region of Minch Moor. 
Near the village of Innerleithing, on the 
north ſide of the river, there is an excel- 
lent medicinal ſpring, ſimilar to that at 
Harrowgate, riſing in celebrity. The 
village may contain nearly four hundred 
inhabitants; and a branch of the wool- 
len manufacture has lately been eſtabliſh- 
ed here, 

The ſouthern part of the county com- 
prehends the rugged and heathy moun- 
tains of Tweedſmuir. From innumerable 
ſprings, amid theſe ſterile mountains, 
the beautiful river Tweed derives its 
ſource. It paſſes through the centre of 
this county, and almoſt divides it into 
two equal portions. On its banks, are 
here ſeen ſeveral ancient caſtles and ſeats ; 
among which are diſtinguiſhed one, near 
the village of Broughton, dignified with 
the name of Macbeth's Caſtle ; the Caſtle 
of Drumelzier, near which, it is ſaid, 
MeRLIn lies buried; and Stobo Houſe, no- 
ted formerly for a religious eſtabliſhment, 
the parſonage of Stobo, and of late for 
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a ſlate-quarry in its vicinity. Oppoſite to 
Stobo, there are very extenſive planta- 
tions of fir, at New Poſs, the ſcat of Sir 
James NAYSMITH. 

At Gatebope-know, about eight miles 
below Peebles, the river paſſes out of the 
ſhire, and, rolling on toward the eaſt, 
carries fertility and beauty in its track. 
Through a devious courſe of almoſt ſe- 
venty miles, the whole waters of the 
country tend toward this river, like the 
branches of a vein to ::s main trunk, and, 
pouring in from either fide, contribute to 
increaſe its ſtream. 

This county poſſeſſes but an inconſider- 
able proportion of arable ground. Its hills, 
however, abound with pure and ſalubri- 
ous ſprings, and are rich in ſhecp and black 
cattle. | 


Its inhabitants amount to about eight 
thouſand one hundred. 


WP LANARK. 
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Tx1s ſhire is often called Clydeſdale, 
from the name of its principal river. It 
is bounded on the north, by the county of 
Dunbarton; on the eaſt, by Stirling, Lin- 
lithgow, Edinburgh, and Peebles ſhires; 
on the ſouth, by Dumfries; and on the 
weſt, by Ayr and Renfrew ſhires. Its 
form may be fancied to reſemble a vine 
leaf; the mouth of the Clyde, repreſent. 
ing the ſtem, the courſe of that river, the 
middle vein, and the ſmaller ſtreams, its 
collateral branches. Its extent, from north 
to ſouth, is about forty miles; from eaſt 
to weſt, at moſt, thirty-ſix. 

The river Clyde, deſcending from the 
ſouthern part of the county, divides it in- 
to two almoſt equal parts. 

Near the ſources of the Clyde are many 
lofty mountains, one of which, called the 
Lowthers, riſes more than three thouſand 


feet above the level of the 1.a. 
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Among theſe mountains, or rather in a 
hollow near their ſummit, we meet with the 
village of Leadbills, by ſome ſaid to be the 
higheſt human habitation in the iſland of 
Great Britain. The inhabitants, amounting 
to about one thouſand, are chiefly miners. 
Theſe people, though in a great meaſure 
ſecluded from ſociety, by their ſituation, 
yet not only find means to procure a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence, but alſo pay more at- 
tention to the cultivation of the mind, 
than many of their countrymen, fituated 
ſeemingly in more favourable circumſtan- 
ces for the attainment of knowledge. As 
an evidence of this, they are very intelli- 
gent, and have provided a circulating li- 
brary for the inſtruction and amuſement 
of the little community belonging to the 
nillage. 

Amid theſe mountains, particles of gold 
have ſometimes been found, waſhed down 
by the rains and ftreams of water; but 
this deſert tract is chiefly valuable for 
producing metals of inferior worth. No- 
thing (ſays Mr PrNNAN T) can equal the 
* gloomy appearance of the country round. 
Neither tree, nor ſhrub, nor verdure, 
nor pictureſque rock, appear to amuſe 
U 2 the 
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the eye. The ſpectator muſt plunge in. 
to the bowels of theſe mountains for en- 
tertainment.“ The veins of lead lie 
moſtly north and ſouth, and their thick. 
neſs, which ſeldom exceeds forty feet, va- 
ries greatly in different parts. Some have 
been found filled with ore within two fa. 
thoms of the ſurface ; others ſink to the 
depth of ninety fathoms. 'The Earl of 
Horz rom, the proprietor, has in his poſ- 
ſeſſion a ſolid maſs of lead-ore, from theſe 
mines, weighing five tons. His Lordſhip 
has alfo, it is ſaid, a piece of native gold, 
that weighs two ounces, which was found 
here. The lead ſmelted at this _ lace is 
all ſent to Leith, where it has the privi- 
lege of being exported free of duty. 

The ſcanty paſture afforded by this 
barren region, feeds ſome ſheep and cattle; 
but thoſe in the neighbourhood of the 
mines, ſometimes periſh by drinking of 
the water in which the lead-ore has been 
waſhed; for the ore communicates a 
deleterious quality to the water. North 
from this mountainous region lies Craw- 
fordmuir, with ruins of ancient fortreſſes, 
and veſtiges of old encampments. 

About nine miles north of Leadhills, 


on the eaſt ſide of the ſmall river Dou- 
Flat, 
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glas, which falls into the Clyde a few 
miles below, ſtands Douglas Caſtle. This 
fine modern edifice is built in imitation 
of the ancient caſtle, which was, for ma- 
ny ages, the reſidence of the ſecond fami- 
ly in Scotland, and occupies the ſame 
fituation. At a little diflance ſtands the 
town of Douglas, containing about ſeven 


hundred inhabitants, who begin to be 


employed in the cotton manufacture. A 
few miles to the north-eaſt is Tinto, a re- 
markable conic mountain, more than two 
thouſand feet high, round the baſe of 
which the Clyde makes a noble ſweey. 
In this vicinity was born Jon. Car- 
MICHAEL, Earl of HyNnprosD, diſtinguiſh- 
ed as a ſtateſman, and eminently uſeful 
to his country, by his plantations of wood, 
and other improvements. Coal and lime- 
ſtone are found in this neighbourhood. 
On the oppoſite fide of the river, lie the 
villages of Lamington, Culter, and the town 
of Biggar, which contains only about four 
hundred inhabitants. A collegiate church 
here, built in 1545, is ſtill uſed as the pa- 
riſh- church. Ihe battle of Biggar, ac- 
cording to tradition, was fought at the 
eaſt end of the town, (between the Eng- 


liſh, and the Scots under the command 
U 3 of 
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of Sir WiLLiam WaALLace.) An old 
ſword, of a very large ſize, and called 
WaLLacx's, is ſtill preſerved at Covington, 
in this neighbourhood. 

Veſtiges of a Roman road, which till 
retains the name of Watling Street, may 
be traced down the eaſt and north banks 
of the Clyde. Deſcending along its 
ſtream, population and agriculture ſeem 
to improve on both fides, as the river in- 
creaſes in magnitude. 

A few miles north-weſt of Biggar ſtands 
Carnwath, a village containing about five 


hundred inhabitants. In its neighbour- 


hood, there are many ſulphureous and 
chalybeate ſprings: one on a hill called 
Leven Seat, is the moſt remarkable, being 
ſtrongly impregnated with alum. 

In this neighbourhood were the original 


ſeats of two very ancient families, the 


SOMMERVILLES and CHANCELLoRsS, Who 
came into this country in the eleventh 
century. 
Lanark, the county town, erected into 
a royal borough by ALEXANDER I. ſtands 
on high ground, on the north-eaſt fide 
of the Clyde, and commands a fine 
proſpect over the river. It contains up- 
wards of two thouſand two hundred inha- 
bitants. 
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bitants. The various operations of agri- 
culture, the cotton-manutaqture, and a 
conſiderable manulacture of tockings, fur- 
niſh the inhabitants with ſufficient em- 
ployment. 

Tradition ſtill points out the ſpot where 
Sir WiLLiam WaLLacE's houſe ftood, 
when he reſided in Lanark. The firſt 
Parliament mentioned in the hittory of 
Scotland, was held here, by KENNETU II. 
anno 978. The lite of the very ancient 
Caſtle of Lanark, once a royal reſidence, 
is now converted into a bowling-green. 

At the village of New LZanart, upon 
the river, ſtand very extenlive cotton- 
works, erected by the patriotic and enter- 
priing Mr David Dare. This village, 
which was entirely erected by him, con- 
tains upwards ot fifteen hundred inhabi- 
tants : the works, indeed, employ nearly 


that number of hands. Lirucow, the 


noted traveller, was born, and died, at 
Lanark. General Ror, Dr Sure, and 
other diftinguithed characters, received 


the rudiments of their education at the 


grammar-{chool here. 

Hyndford bridge, over the Clyde, above 
Lanark, conſiſting of five arches, is re- 
markable for its clegant ſimplicity: the 

| bridge 
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bridge below Lanark, built about tlie be. 
ginning ot this century, comitts only of 
three. Ihe Clyde, near this place, runs for 
ſeveral miles between high rocks covered 
with wood ; any its conrte Exitlubits many 
aſtoniſhing cataracts. At Storebpres, the 
river is connned within a very narrow bed, 
and makes one entire ſhoot, falling about 
itxty lect over a perpendicular rock; the 
Water then pouring over another preci— 
pice, is daſhed into a deep chaſm beneath. 
[This great body of Mater,“ fays a late 
traveller, * ruſting with horrid fury, 
* ſeems to threaten deſtruction to the ſo- 
lid rocks. — The horrid and incellant 
* dia with which this is accompanied, 
* unnerves and overcomes the heart.— 
At the diſtance of about a mile from 
* this place, you fee a thick miſt, like 
« fmoke, ascending to heaven over the 
* ftately woods. As you advance you 
hear a ſullen noiſe, which ſoon after al- 
* moſt ſtuns your ears. Doubling as you 
« praceed toward a tuft of wood, you are 
« {track at once with the awful ſcene, 
< which ſuddenly burſts upon your aſto- 
niſned fight. Your organs of perception 
are hurried along, and partake of the 

« turbulence 
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« turbulence of the roaring water. The 
powers of recollection remain ſuſpended 
« by this ſudden ſhock : and it is not till 
after a conſiderable time, that you are 
enabled to contemplate the ſublime hor- 
* rors of this majeſtic ſcene.” 

The waterfall at Corra-houſe, called 
Corra-lin, is no leſs remarkable. The wa- 
ter is here precipitated eighty- four feet 
between two vaſt rugged precipices. On 
a pointed rock overhanging this ſtupend- 
ous ſcene, ſtands a ſolitary tower. This 
ancient fortalice was lately inhabited ; but 
it 1s now ruinous. In floods, the rock 
and tower have been obſerved to ſhake in 
ſuch a manner, as to ſpill water in a glats 
ſtanding on a table in the caftle. A path 
leads to the top of the fall, where, from a 
projecting rock, the ſpectator has a tre- 
mendous view dow the furious cataract, 
as It pours below the eye. In fhort, ima- 
gination can ſcarce conceive a ſituation 
more awfully romantic. Above this fall, 
the rocks that bound the bed of the river, 
are on both ſides perpendicular and paral- 
lel, till you arrive at Bonnyton fall, which 
is the hjgheſt on this river, and different 
from both the former, as the vaſt body of 

. Water 
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water falls uninterrupted, in one continu- 
ous ſheet. | 

The rocks and woods of Braxfield, 
and the romantic den on the little river 
Mouſs, about a mile from Lanark, me. 
rit particular notice. A Roman camp, 
on the north bank of the Mouſs, and 
ſome other veſtiges of antiquity, alſo de- 
ſerve attention. 

Other cataracts and fine caſcades are 
ſeen in different places in this neighbour. 
hood. The banks of the river, on both 
fides, are adorned with woods and orch- 
ards, and enriched with many elegant 
country ſeats and villas. 

South-weſt from Lanark, the ſmall ri- 
ver Nethan deſcends from the borders of 
Ayrſhire, and holds its courſe north-eaſt 
to join the Clyde. This is a beautiful 
paſtoral ſtream, the banks of which are 
finely diveriified with hanging woods, 
floping paſtures, and corn fields. Various 
petri factions are found along its bed, and 
in its vicinity are beds of an inflammable 
ſubſtance, reſembling jet, here called 
candle coal, and much valued for the 
ſtrong bright flame which it emits in burn- 
ing. Common coal, iron-ſtone, lime- ſtone, 
marble, ſlate and free-ſtone, are alſo found 
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along the banks of this river, which di- 
vides the populous pariſh of Le/mabagoe. 
Round the pariſh-church, on the weſt-fide 
of the river, ſtands the village called 
Abbey-green, deriving its name from an 
old monaſtery, founded by Davip I. in 
1140. All that remains of this ancient 
building, is a ſquare tower, which ſtill 
ſerves as a ſteeple or belfry to the preſent 
church, which 1s a collegiate charge. 

On the oppoſite ſide of the Clyde, a 
little above where Nethan falls into it, 
ſtands Hauber, or Hall. bar Caſtle, an old 
ſquare tower, with a battlement and gar- 
den on its top, built in a romantic ſitua- 
tion, on an inacceſſible rock. Lower 
down ſtands Mauldſlie Caſtle, the ſeat of 
the Earl of HynprForD, an elegant man- 
fion, lately built, in the Gothic ſtyle. 
Here, in ancient times, ſtood an abbey, of 
which no veſtige now remains. The caſtle 
and mills of Mauldſlie were, in former 
times, royal property. In this vicinity 
ſtand the rifing villages of Bradwood and 
Carluke, and numerous orchards, well 
ſtocked with fruit ; chiefly apples, pears, 
and plumbs. Of apples and pears they 


have a great variety of kinds. The orch- 


arde 
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ards of a ſingle pariſh have been known to 
produce upwards of ſive hundred pounds 
in a ſeaſon. 

The Avon is another tributary river, 
which, nearly parallel to the Nethan, de. 
ſcends from the borders of Ayrſhire, to 
ſwell the waters of Clyde, into which it 
falls a little above Hamilton. Beſides 
falmon and trout, which are common to 
all the ſtreams in this country, it abounds 
with par. On the weſt fide of the river 
ſtands the town of Strath- Avon, erect. 
ed into a borough of barony in 1450. 
It has a weekly market, and five of annual 
fairs. 

The ruins of the Caftle of Avondalc, 
(the old and proper name of Strath- Avon,) 
ſtand on a rocky eminence hard by the 
town. It has been furrounded by a ſtrong 
wall, with turrets, and has had its entrance 
ſecured by a drawbridge. To the ſouth 
of Strath-Avon, the remains of a Roman 
road can be traced ſeveral miles, in the 
direction from Lanark to Ayrſhire, being 
a branch of that called Hatling Street, 
which. deſcending on the eaſt and north 
ſides of the Clyde, runs from Cambuſne- 
than north, nearly in a direct line, to 

reach 
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reach the wall of AnToninus. In Strath- 
Avon there are upwoerds of ſixteen hundred 
inhabitants. Some cotton-works have 
lately been erected there. The villages 
of Glaſsford and Stonehauſe ſtand lower, 
on oppoſite ſides of the Avon. The lat- 
ter, on the ſouth or eaſt ſide, contains a- 
bout fix hundred inhabitants. The bold 
rocky banks of the Avon, covered with 
wood, are beautifully romantic, near its 
junction with the Clyde. 

The riſing village of Millbeuę l, built on 
a regular plan, in a narrow vale on the 
Avon, contains above one hundred houlcs, 
inhabited chiefly by manufacturers. 

Larkhall is another thriving village in 
this neighbourhood. The banks of the 
Clyde about Dalſerf and Cambujnethan, are 
exceedingly rich and beautiful, abound- 
ing with corn-fields, orchards and villas. 

Lower down ſtands the old caſtle or 
tower of Dalzell, a high Gothic building, 
with battlements and loop holes. Its age 
is not known. 

Hamilton-bouſe, the ſeat of the Duke of 
HamiLTon, ſtands on the verge of a plain 
between the rivers Clyde and Avon. It 
is a magnificent ſtructure, ſurrounded by 


many 
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many venerable oaks, ſome of them twen. 
ty-ſeven feet in circumference. 

Cadzow Caſtle, which never recovered 
the injuries it ſuſtained from the Regent 
Murray's army, ſtood on the weft fide 
of the Avon, about a mile from the 
town. | 

The town of Hamilton ſkirts a rifing 
ground, and is rather irregularly built, 
though it contains many handſome houſes. 
It was erected into a borough of barony 
in 1456. In 1670, it was converted into 
a borough of regality, dependent on the 
Duke and his ſuccefſors. Its inhabitants 
amount to about three thouſand fix hun- 
dred. Cabinet-work, tanning and dreſſing 
of leather, ſaddlery, making of ſhoes and 
of candles, are carried on to a confider- 
able extent : The other manufactures are, 
the ſpinning of linen yarn, weaving linen, 
and cotton-cloth, making thread-lace, 
flowering muſlin, and making ſtockings on 
the loom. Dr CuLLEx, ſo juſtly celebrated 
in the medical world, was a native of this 
place. Here are ſeen the ruins of a col- 
legiate church founded in 145 t, of an hoſ- 
pital, and an alms-houſe. , 
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At a little diſtance from Hamilton- 
houſe, is an elegant appendage to it, call- 
ed Chatellberault, the name of the ancient 
poſſeſſions held by the family in France. 
This building is ſeated on the river Avon, 
and is ſurrounded by woods and deep 
dells, and every rural beauty that can pro- 
duce a pleaſing effect on the imagina- 
tion. 

Barncleugh, too, with its terraces and 
hanging gardens, was long the admiration 
of ſtrangers, the ornament and boaſt of 
the banks of the Avon. 

On the weſt of Hamilton is the village 
of Kilbride, near which were born Dr 
Witliam HumNTzrs, and his brother 
Joan, both eminent in the medical line. 
Foſſils and petrifactions of various kinds 
abound here. Its manufactures are muſ- 
lins, and cotton counterpanes, bed-covers, 
which are made here in great perfection. 
A large cotton-work on the Clyde, in the 
pariſh of Blantyre, employs upwards of 
five hundred people. The ruins of a prio- 
ry, built on the top of a high rock, which 
riſes perpendicular from the Clyde, ſtand 
oppoſite to the ruins of Bothwell Caſtle. 
It was founded before 1296. A cotton- 

| work, 
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work, at the village of Flemington, em. 
ploys a conſiderable number of hands; 
the coal-works alſo furniſh employment 
to many, From Dichmount hill, which is 
only ſeven hundred feet in height, and has 
been fortified, there is a moit extenſive 
and delightful proſpet. On the north 
fide of it ſtands Gilbertfield, formerly the 
reſidence of Lieutenant WiLLtiam Ha- 
MILTON, the friend and poetical corre- 
ipondent of ALLan Rawsar. 

Rutherglen, inhabited chiefly by coal- 
hewers and manufacturers, was erected in- 
to a royal borough by Davip I. about the 
vear 1126. It has fix annual fairs, fa- 
mous for draught-horſes. The Ruther- 
glen and Shawfield printfields employ a- 
bout two hundred perſons. A beautiful 
bridge, lately built, ſerves as a communi- 
cation with Glaſgow. 

The populous village of Govan ſtznds on 
the ſame fide of the river, on the road 
rom Glaſgow to Renfrew, and contains 
upwards of eleven hundred inhabitants. 
In its immediate vicinity there is a con- 
liderable bleachfield, and a cotton-mill, 
(driven by a ſteam-engine,) which gives 
employment to about one hundred hands. 

From 
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From the oppoſite fide of the Clyde, the 
Kelvin falls into it. The banks of this 
tributary ſtream are alſo covered with 
bleachfields, printfields, mills, and the 
other eſtabliſhments neceſſary for carrying 
on the various branches of manufacture 
which flouriſh round Glaſgow. 

GLasGow, from its fize, as well as from 
the beauty and regularity of its build- 
ings, juſtly eſteemed the ſecond city in 
Scotland, is ſituated on the north banks 
of the Clyde. Its numerous ſtreets, and 
elegant buildings, announce its opulence. 
Though its giches and elegance, the effect 
of commerce and manufactures, are but of 
modern date, the city itſelf is of conſider- 
able antiquity. It was erected into a 
royal borough as early as 1174, by a char- 
ter from W1LL1aM the Lion. There are 
here eleven churches. Three of theſe 
are contained in an ancient abbey, or ca- 
thedral church, one of the moſt entire 
ſpecimens of Gothic architecture remain- 
ing in Scotland. The ſee is ſaid to have 
been founded in 560 ; but the preſent, ca- 
thedral was dedicated in 1197. Here are 
alſo many charitable eſtabliſhments ; the 
chief of which are, the Merchants Hoſ- 
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pital, Hurcnisox's Hoſpital, and that of 
the Town. A public Library, inſtituted in 
1785, by the munificence of a private indi. 
vidual, Mr WaLTzr STIRLING, deſerves to 
be mentianed. The Royal Infirmary now 
occupies the fite of the Biſhop's palace, 
and is an object both of ornament and uti- 
tity. Its charter was obtained in 1791, 
and it was opened for the reception of pa- 
tients in 1794. The College is a commo- 
dious and elegant building. This Uni- 
verſity was founded in 1450. The names 
of many of its Profeſſors rank high in the 
republic of letters. The commercial, as 
well as the literary world, have already 
reaped no ſmall benefit from the en- 
lightened views, and indefatigable in- 
duſtry, of ſome of the gentlemen of this 
place. . 

A conſiderable trade was formerly car- 
ried on in this city, in tobacco and rum; 
but of late it has been on the decline. 
The adventurous ſpirit of the inhabitants, 
however, prompts them continually to 
ſtrike out new paths of induftry. The 
cotton manufactures are daily increaſing, 
and now rival thoſe of Manchefter, in 
cheapneſs and elegance. Immenſe quan- 

- tities 
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tities of various kinds of goods, cotton *, 
linen, and woollen ſtuffs, ſhoes, boots, 
ſaddles, and harneſs, are annually export- 
ed. A pottery is alſo carried on; which 
has of late been ſo much improved, that 
it now emulates, almoſt in every article, 
the beauty and elegance of the Stafford- 
ſhire ware. Among the numerous manu- 
factures of this place, that of printing-let- 
ters well deſerves notice. The types caft 
in the Glaſgow foundery, have long been 
diſtinguiſhed for their neatneſs and regu- 
larity. The glaſs manufactory alſo is here 
carried on very ſucceſsfully. There are 
two glaſs-works, one for bottle-glaſs, the 
other for cryſtal... Two elegant bridges, 
over the Clyde, add confiderably to the 
beauty-of the place, and to the conveni- 
ence of - the inhabitants on the oppoſite 
banks, as the city is now extending itſelf on 
the ſouth ſide of the river. The fiſhery is 
anarticle of confiderable importance. Na- 
turaliſts reckon up above ſixty different 
m_ fiſh found in the Frith, and in 
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* It is ſaid that cotton goods are manufactured in 
Glaſgow nd its neighbourhood, to the veneer n_ 
two millions dtetling yearly. 7 
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the river. It is computed, that the city 
of Glaſgow, and its ſuburbs, contain up- 
wards of ſixty- two thouſand inhabitants, 

A cut, of fimilar dimenſions with the 
great canal, forms a communication be- 
tween it and the city of Glaſgow, termi- 
nating near the city, in a fine baſon, 
called Port-Dundas. Since the accom- 
pliſhment of theſe important public works, 
the trade of Glaſgow has conſtantly in- 
creaſed. Indeed, when we confider how 
much its commerce has advanced with- 
in theſe few years, and what great advan- 
tages muſt continue to reſult from an eaſy 
inland navigation between both ſeas, to 
merchants who poſſeſs an enterpriſing, ſpi- 
rit, and an extenſive capital, there is every 
reaſon to hope, that this city may ſoon ar- 
rive at a very * pitch of commercial 
eminence. 

The city of Glaſgow has alſo the a 
tage of another canal, which, though much 
leſs than that of the Forth and Clyde na- 
vigation, is of no ſmall benefit, as an ealy 
conveyance for ſupplying the inhabitants 
with coals. This is called the Monkland 
Canal. It extends from Glaſgow about 
ten miles caft, and terminates at the coal- 
works near the village of Airdrie. The 
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The village, or town, of Airdrie, plea- 
ſantly ſituated on a rifing ground, and re- 
gularly built, flouriſhes like all others in 
the vicinity of Glaſgow, from the advan- 
tage of coal, and the induſtry of its inha- 
bitants exerted in various branches of 
manufacture. It has a weekly market, 
and two fairs each year. The number of 
its inhabitants may amount to about 
eighteen hundred. 

Between it and Bothwell Caſtle ſtands 
the village of Old Monkland, near which 
there are a pottery-work, coal- works, and 
excellent bleachfields. 

Bothwell Caſtle, now in ruins, ſtands on 
an eminence which overlooks the Clyde. 
Some of its walls are ſtill remaining, 
which meaſure fifteen feet in thickneſs, 
and ſixty feet in height. This vaſt fa- 
bric was once the abode of a man, the 
moſt notoriouſly marked of any in the an- 
nals of Scotland, for the audacity and 
ſplendour of his crimes. Hard by it ſtands 
Bothwell Houſe, the ſeat of Lord DoaucLas, 
an elegant modern manſion. The beauty 
of the ſcenery here was noticed by the 
Muſe, in former times, in that plaintive 
air | 

& Bothwell bank, thou bloomeſt fair.“ 

X 3 A 
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A little above ſtands Botbwell bridge, no. 
ted for the defeat of the Covenanters by 
the Duke of Mon mourn, in 1679. 

Eaſt from Bothwell Caſtle, on an ele. 
vated ſituation, ſtands the Kirk of Shoes, 
amid a wild and barren country. This 
dreary waſte 1s covered with heath, and 
though high, is flat, and in many pla- 
ces very marſhy. It is chiefly employ. 
ed as ſheep-walks. Notwithſtanding the 
vicinity of coal and lime, it ſeems ſcdrce 
capable of cultivation. This ſterility is, 
however, compenſated by the abundance 
of iron-ſtone and coal, which are here 
brought together by the hand of Nature. 
Nor is this advantage confined to the bar- 
ren tract in the north-eaſt corner of the 
ſhire. The whole county abounds with 
theſe valuable minerals; and two iron- 
works. are erected on the banks of the 
Clyde ; one a little above Glaſgow, and 
another at Cleland,.near Hamilton. But 
the moſt conſiderable work of this kind 
in the county is that of Cleupb, a few 
miles ſouth-eaſt from the Kirk of Shots. 
A village is here built, for the accommo- 
dation of the workmen : from the name of 
the proprietor it is called Wilſontoron. i 
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The riches, beauty, and variety of ob- 
jects in this county, entitle it to particular 
notice in a delineation of Scotland: of all 
its foſſil and mineral productions, coal is 
perhaps the moſt valuable. 

The induſtry of its inhabitants is deſer- 
yedly repaid, by their ſucceſs in the manu- 
facturing line. Their number may a- 
mount to about one hundred and twenty- 
five thouſan;) 4 


” 
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LINLITH GO W. 


Tres ſhire of Linlithgow, or Weſt Lo. 
thian, is bounded on the -..rth, by the 
Frith of Forth. The ſmall river Al- 
mond divides it from Edinburghſhire, 
on the eaſt. On the ſouth-weſt it joins 
the county of Lanark ; and on the weſt 
it is parted from Stirlingſhire by Avon, 
a ſmall river. Its form, though irregular, 
approaches to a parallelogram. It mea- 
ſures from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt, near- 
ly twenty miles. Its breadth, except 
on the ſhore of the Frith, does not ex- 
ceed twelve. 

In the higher and leſs fertile tract, which 
occupies the ſouthern angle of this coun- 
ty, next to Lanarkſhire, are fituated the 
villages of Whitburn and Bathgate. The 
former has a cotton-manufactory, and a- 
bout five hundred inhabitants, ſeveral of 


whom are employed in flowering muſ- 
lins. 


Bathgate 
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' Bathgate ſtands on a ſteep flope of a 
hill, and contains about fourteen. hundred 
inhabitants. Coal, lime, and iron-ſtone 
abound in its vicinity. A ſmall vein of 
filver was alſo diſcovered ſome time ago, 
but too inconfiderable to defray the ex- 

of working. Bathgate was part of 
the extenſive poſſeſſions given, in 1316, by 
King RoßgkRT Bruce, in dowry with his 
daughter MarxGEtxy, to WALTER, High 
Steward of Scotland, who had one of his 
principal reſidences here, where he died 
in 1328. 
The village of Torphichen has in it a con- 


ſiderable diſtillery. Near it formerly ſtood 


the principal reſidence of the Knight: 
of St Joan of Jeruſalem, founded by Da- 
vid I. In this neighbourhood ſtands the 
hill of Cairn Napple, fourteen hundred and 
ninety-eight feet in height. 

In the borough of Linlithgow, now the 
county town, the Kings of Scotland for- 
merly had one of their nobleſt palaces. 
This magnificent pile is now a ruin. It 
ſtands on a riſing ground overlooking a 
lake, at the eaſt end of the town. In this 
palace ſtrangers are ſhewn the room in 
which Mary Queen of Scots was born. 
ere, too, is ſeen the window from which 

the 
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the Earl of — —_ of Scotland, 
was ſhot.. 

The town is ancient, pretty large, regu. 
lar, and tolerably well built *.. It con- 
tains about two thouſand then hundred 
inhabitants. Tanning of leather, and ma- 
king of ſhoes, conſtitute two principal 
branches of their employment. Making 
of ſtockings, tambouring, and a printfield 
for cotton cloth, are alſo the means of fur. 
niſhing employment and bread to a num. 
ber of people. Dr Hznxy, the hiſtorian, 
bequeathed his valuable collection of 
books, as a foundation for a public libra- 
ry to the inhabitants of Linlithgow. 

On the ſouth ſide of the Forth ſtands 
Borrowſtownneſ;, or Bo-neſs, enveloped in 
the ſmoke of its numerous colleries and 
ſalt- works. It is a borough of barony, 
and contains upwards of two thouſand 
fix hundred inhabitants. Ship-building 
is a branch of buſineſs carried on here to 
conſiderable extent. There is at preſent a 
good harbour, and a dry-dock is propoſed 
to be made. This town poſſeſſes twenty- 
five ſail of ſnipping. 

Near 


* It was a royal borough as early as the days 
of Davio I.; and ſeveral remains of religious ella · 
bliſbments here are thought to owe their origin to his 
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Near Borrowſtownneſs ſtands Kinniel 
Houſe, an ancient ſeat of the HaMlLros 
family, ſtill habitable, built on the top of 
a beautiful bank, about fifty feet above 
the level of the ſea. 

In the vicinity of Borrow ſtounneſs there 

are four villages, Grangepans, Bridgeneſs, 
Riadordpdes, and Blackne/5. Grangepans 
has a coal-work, and makes a good deal of 
falt. Colonel Garxpiner, who fell at 
Preſtonpans, in 1745, was a native of this 
neighbourhood. 

Blackneſs Caſtle, ſituated on a low point 
of land running into the Frith, which 
here forms a ſafe and extenfive har- 
bour, in former times, commanded the 
paſs between Stirling and Edinburgh. 
About a century ago it ſerved as a ſtate 
priſon. It is one of the oldeſt forts in 
Scotland. 

At a place called Walltown, ended the 
famous Wall of AxnToninus, commonly 
called Grabam”s Dike. 

Hopeton Houſe, the ſeat of the family 
of HoyzToN, a moſt elegant ſtricture, is 
fituated on an extenſive lawn, conſider- 
ably clevated above the river. The Frith 
of Forth here exhibits the appearance of 
great lake, interſperled with - iſlands, 


and 
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and enlivened with a variety of fhip. 
ping, For ſeveral miles behind the 
houſe, the country is diverſified with fine 
plantations, rich corn-fields, and ver. 
dant paſture-ground. Around this beau- 
tiful ſcenery ' ariſe mountains in vari- 
ous forms, and at various diſtances, In 
ſhort, the whole proſpect, as far as the 
eye can reach, 1s truly great and noble, 
On the oppoſite ſhore of the Forth, the 
ruins of the caſtle of Reſythe, where it is 
ſaid the mother of Oriver CROMWELL 
was born, is aſtriking object. 

At the weſt end of the borough of 
Queensferry, cloſe by the ſhore, are the 
remains of a monaſtery, founded in 1330, 
for Carmelite Friars, by one of the Dux- 
pas family. But what is a piece of ftill 
greater antiquity, the preſent Dunpas of 
DuxnpDas has in his poſſeſſion a written 
charter, granted about the year 1120 *. 

Dueengferry is a (mall royal borough, 
ſeated on a bay at the foot of a high bank. 
It had formerly a good deal of ſhipping, 
but has now almoſt none. A ſoap-work 
flouriſhed here for ſome time, but is alſo 

fallen 

This family, from which that of Anxtsron 


and others are derived, has been traced, by genealo- 
giſts, back to the Saxon kings of Ergland. 
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fallen off. The town has its name from be- 
ing the uſual paſſage of Queen Marcartr, 
wife of MaLcoLm III. from Edinburgh to 
the palace at Dunfermline; or more proba- 
bly, from her cauſing the paſſage-boat 
to be eſtabliſhed here. The number of 
inhabitants do not exceed eight hun- 
dred. 

The Frith is here very narrow, About 
mid-way, between this place and the 
North Ferry, on the coaſt of Fife, Tres the 
iſland of Inchgarvie, adorned with an an- 
cient fort, which might effectually com- 
mand the paſs from the mouth of the 
Frith to Stirling. The country between 
Stirling and Queensferry,' ſays Mr PEN- 
NANT, is not to he paralleled for the 
elegance and variety of its proſpects. 
* The whole is a compoſition of all that 
is great and beautiful. Towns, villages, 
+ ſeats, and ancient towers, decorate each 
bank of that fine expanſe of water, the 
Frith of Forth; while the buſy ſcenes 
of commerce and rural econamy are no 
* ſmall addition to the ſtill life. The lof- 
ty mountains of the Highlands form a 
* diſtant, but auguſt boundary toward the 


.* north-weſt ; and the eaſtern view is en- 
* livened with ſhips perpetually appear- 
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ing or vaniſhing, amid the numerous 
« iſles.” 

In the eaſtern angle of the county is 
Barnbougle, in ancient times the reſidence 
and property of the MowzRATs, now the 
ſeat of the family of RosxRERRV, ſurround. 
ed by fine pleaſure-grounds. 

In this vicinity was born Dr W1Lxiz, 
author of the Epigoniad, an Epic Poem of 
conſiderable merit. - 

The village of Kirkliſſon ſtands on the 
banks of the little river Almond. Near it 
reſided, during the laſt twenty years of his 
life, the celebrated Jonn, Earl of Stax. 
The plantations and pleaſure-grounds 
which he laid out here, and which are 
pretty extenfive, are ſaid to retain traces 
of his military ideas. His remains he bu- 
ricd here, without either ſtone or inſcrip- 
tion to mark the ſpot. 

This ſmall county contains 1 ſtore 
of coals, lime and iron ſtone, ſome excel- 
lent arable- ground, and much fine paſture. 
The number of its inhabitants exoceds 
ſe venteen thouſand. 5 
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Tux ſhire of Edinburgh is ſometimes 
called Mid Lothian. On the ſouth, it is 
bounded by Peeblesſhire ; on the weſt and 
north-weſt, by Lanark and Linhthgow 
ſhires ; on the north, it is divided from 
Fifeſhire by the Frith of Forth ; on the 
eaſt, it is bounded by the counties of Had- 
dington and Berwickſhire. Fancy may 
give to its form a reſemblance to the ex- 
panded wings of a bird, having one point 
ſtretched toward the ſouth-eaſt, the other 
to the ſouth-weſt. Its length between 
the extreme points is about thirty-five 
miles; its greateſt breadth ſixteen. 

Weſt Calder, which ſtands near the 
ſouth-weſt corner of the county, is but 
an inconſiderable place. Elevated between 
four and five hundred feet above the level 
of the ſea, the face of the country is here 
bleak and barren, and the ſoil better fitted 
for paſturage than cultivation. Here, on the 
top 
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top of a rifing ground, called Caſtle Craig, 
1 ſmall Roman camp is pretty entire, and 
ſeveral Roman coins have been found a- 
bout it. CRoMWELL had alſo a fortreſs 
here, and an encampment ſtill known by 
the name of Cromwel/s Mit. 

Mid Calder, pleaſantly fituated on the 
Almond, is a neat village, containing about 
five hundred and fixty inhabitants. In 
Calder Houſe, the ſeat of Lord ToxrRI- 
CHEN, there is a painting of Joan Knox, 
the Reformer, hanging in the hall where 
he diſpenſed the facrament of the Lord's 
Supper, the firſt time after the Reforma- 
tion. About Mid-Calder there is a good 
deal of natural wood, and many planta- 
tions, which ſerve both for ſhelter and or- 
nament. 

Eaſt Calder has nothing to render it 
worthy of notice, except the improve- 
ments at Ormiſton-hill, in its neighbour- 
hood, by the late Dr CuLLen; thoſe 
made by Lord MEA DpDOw RANK; and the 
lands of Morton, whence the Earl has bis 
title. His principal ſeat, Dalmaboy, 1s 
pleaſantly fituated in the middle of a great 
park, a beautiful and extenfive ſcene. 
Hatton, built by the LaupzrDALE family, 
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is alſo a yenerable manſion, with extenſive 
gardens and plantations. 

The Water of Leith, a ſmall river, which 
deſcends from the Pentland hills, in its 
ſhort run of fourteen miles, drives not 
fewer than eighty mills of different kinds; 
ſome of theſe rent as high as twenty pounds 
per foot of waterfall. On the banks of 
this river, not far from its ſource, ſtand 
the remains of Lennox Tower, an old 
caſtle of conſiderable ſtrength, and com- 
manding a moſt delightful and extenſive 
proſpect. According to tradition, it was 
the occaſional reſidence of Maxy, Queen 
of Scots. The manufacture of flour and 
barley ; of paper, flax, and tobacco ; the 
dreſſing of cloth; diftilleries, ſkinneries, 
and bleachfields, enrich the courſe of this 
river, and render it a buſy and a populous 
ſcene. Great free-ſtone quarries along its 
banks, are alſo of conſiderable importance, 
in the vicinity of the capital. Medicinal 
ſprings burſt out at different places on the 
banks of this river. Theſe waters are 
gently diuretic, and are thought benefi- 
cial in complaints of the ſtomach and 
bowels. Of theſe the moſt remarkable 


8 St Bernard's Well, near Edinburgh. 
b Here, 
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Here, a gentleman *, eminently diſtin. 
guiſhed for his liberality and patriotic ex- 
ertions, beſtowed a large ſum, in ſecuring 
and embelliſhing this fountain of health, 
for the convenience and pleaſure of the 
inhabitants of the city. 

The village of Corſtorphin, three miles 
weſt of Edinburgh, was once a faſhion- 
able. watering-place. Its church is of Go- 
thic architecture, in form of a croſs. It 
was founded in 1429, by Sir Joan For- 
RESTER, Lord High-Chamberlain of Scot- 
land, and dedicated to St Joan Baptiſt ; 
it had a provoſt, five prebendaries, and 
two {ſinging boys. The village has long 
been noted for a preparation from the 
dairy, well known by the name of Corſtor- 
phin cream. 

The beautiful ſeats of Belmont and 
Beechwood, and the delightful proſpects 
from the hills in its vicinity, are alto wor- 
thy of notice. 

At the foot of theſe hills, in the north- 
welt angle of the county, ſtands the vil- 
lage of Cramond, on the eaſt ſide of the Al- 
mond, at its junction with the Forth. 
This village contains nearly four hundred 
inhabitants. Here is a conſiderable iron- 

work, 


*The late Lord Gas DbESsTO VSE. 
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work, employing a capital of thirty thou- 
ſand pounds. It has three forges, two 
fitting mills, and two ſteel furnaces, and 
employs ſeven veſſels at fea, Much ſteel 
is hence exported to India. Here are 
alſo ſeen the traces of a great Roman 
ſtation. Oyſters were formerly ſo plen- 
ty here, that their fiſhing gave employ- 
ment to eleven large boats; and they 
were fold for four {hillings each her- 
ring barrel. Whalcs have been driven 
aſnore here at different times. Iron-ſtone 
is found along the ſhore. The banks of 


the river above Cramond are beautifully 


pictureſque, and embelliſhed with ſeverul 
handſome villas. Sir Joann InGL1s has his 
uſual place of reſidence here; and high- 
er up itands Saughton. This corner 
boaſts of having been the birth-place or 


reſidence of ſeveral very diſtinguiſhed 


names; among whom were the Horxs of 
Cranton, GroxGe MackENZz IE, firſt Earl 


| of Cromarty, and Joux Law of Lauri/ton, 


Comptroller-General of the finances in 
France, and author of the South Sca or 
Miſifippi Scheme; one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary men that this or any other coun- 
ty has ever produced. 


1 2 At 
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At Royſton, Kingſton, or Caroline Park, 
there is an old building, amid a fine plan- 
tation of full grown trees. 

On the coaſt, a little to the weſt of 
Leith, ſtands the fiſhing village of New- 
haven, off which there is an oyſter bank. 
The fiſhing in the Frith, which had for 
ſeveral years been on the decline, has, of 
late, been a good deal revived, by the 
ſhoals of herring that now annually viſit 
this coaſt. 

Cramond iſland, in the Frith, has no o- 
ther inhabitants than a few ſheep, and a 
multitude of rabbits. This iſland is with- 
in a mile of the ſouthern ſhore, and 1s ac- 
ceſſible on the ſand at ebb tide. 

To the north-eaſt lies the naked inſular 
rock called Mickry, covered with various 
ſea-fowls. 

A little to the weſt, and nearer the 
coaſt of Fife, is the ifland of Inchcolm, on 
which ſtand the remains of its once ce- 
lebrated monaſtery. 'This monaſtery was 
founded in 1123, by ALEXANDER I. In 
paſſing the Frith, this Prince, it is faid, 
was overtaken with a violent ſtorm, which 
drove him on this iſland, where he met 
with a very hoſpitable reception from a 


T poor 
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poor hermit, then reſiding on it, who, 
for three days that the King remained 
tempeſt-bound, entertained him with the 
milk of his cow, and a few ſhell-fiſh. 
His Majeſty, from a ſenſe of the danger 
he had eſcaped, and in gratitude to the 
faint to whom he attributed his ſafety, 
here founded a monaſtery of Auguſtines, 
and dedicated it to St CoLumBa. The 
ſhore of this iſland is bold and rugged, 
exhibiting ſeveral deep caverns, ſhelving 
cliffs, and towering rocks. 'The ruins of the 
monaſtery are now converted into barracks 
for the ſoldiers, who have charge of the 
battery, or fort, lately erected on the ifland. 
The Frith of Forth, between the port 
of Leith, and Kinghorn, on the oppoſite 
ſhore, is about ſeven miles broad. Near- 
ly midway in this paſſage, we meet the 
deſolate little ifland of Inchkeith, on which 
there is a ruinous fort. In 1549, the Eng- 
liſh fleet, ſent to aſſiſt the Lords of the 
Congregation againſt the Queen-dowager, 
took poſſeſſion of this ifland, and began to 
fortify it; but they were ſoon expelled 
by the French, under Maxx of Lorraine. 
Theſe were defeated in their turn, and 

the fortifications abandoned. 
14 Leit 
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Leith is the ſea- port of Edinburgh. It is 

a populous town, containing many hand. 
ſome modern houles, though the ancient 
buildings are for mott part neither elegant 
nor commodious. The town ſtands on 
both ſides of the harbour, and is thus di- 
vided into South and North Leith. The 
harbour 1s formed by a noble ftone pier, 
which was built about the beginning of the 
preſent century. At the end of the pier, a 
light-houfe, with reflecting lamps, contri- 
bake confiderably to the ſafety of ſhipping 
entering the harbour. This harbour is now 
greatly improved, and accommodated with 
an elegant draw-bridge and a good quay. 
When the propoied new baſon and docks 
are added, this place will become in every 
reſpect a fafe, capacious and convenient 
{tation for trading veſſels. The road of 
Leith aftords good anchoring ground for 
ſhips of the greateit fize. In 1781, wfleet 
of above five hundred ſail of merchant 
ſhips, under convoy of ſeveral ſhips of the 
line, remained here for ſome weeks, and 
were ſupplied with freſh proviſions and 


vegetables from the Edinburgh market, 
without any riſe in the price of thoſe ar- 
ticles. The commerce of this place is 

yery 


Ty 
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yery conũderable c. The veſſels employ- 
ed in the London trade, called Berwick 
Smacks, have good accommodation for 
paſſengers. The largeſt ſhips at this 
port, are thoſe employed in the Green- 
land whale-fiſhery, and in the trade to 
the Weſt Indies. The port of Leith 
is happily ſituated for the navigation 
of the eaſtern ſeas. To Germany, Hol- 
land, and the Baltic, are exported, lead, 
glaſs-ware, linen and woollen ſtuffs, and 
2 variety of other goods. From thence 
are imported, immenſe quantities of tim- 
ber, oak-bark, hides, linen rags, pearl- 
aſhes, flax, hemp, tar, and many other 
articles. From France, Spain and Portu- 
gal; wines, brandy, oranges and lemons. 
From the Weſt Indies and America; rice, 
indigo, rum, ſugar and logwood . Ships 
of conſiderable fize are built at this port, 
and ſeveral extenſive rope-works are here 
carried on. The flouriſhing manufacture 
of bottle-glaſs, window-glats, and cry tal, 

Y 4 under 


It has been ſtated at half a million per annum. 
One hundred and ſixty-five veſſels belong to this port, 
navigated by upwards of a thouſand ſeamen. In 
1791, the regillered tonnage at Leith was one hun- 
dred and thirty thoutand tons, and the ſhore-dues be- 
tween four and tive thouſand pounds, 


+ Arzor's Hiſtory of F.dinburgh, p. 576. 
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under the direction of gentlemen poſſeſſed 
of great ingenuity and opulence, well me- 
rits notice. Three glaſs-houſes have long 
been employed in this buſineſs, and three 
others have lately been erected. A car- 
pet- manufacture, a ſoap-work, and ſome 
iron-forges, are alſo worthy of being men- 
tioned. 

The number of inhabitants in Leith, 
ſome time ago, was reckoned to be about 
twelye thouſand ; but from the increaſe 
of population, we ſuppoſe there are more. 
There are belonging to the Eſtabliſhed 
Church three places of public worſhip. 
Of theſe, that called St Maxy's, in South 
Leith, is a collegiate charge. The build- 
ing is in the Gothic ſtyle, and of great an- 
tiquity. Of the other ancient buildings 
in Leith, the moſt remarkable are, an hoſ- 
pital for diſabled ſeamen, and a building 
erected by Jamss VI. partly as an aſylum 
for indigent old women, and partly for a 
grammar-ſchool. 

The Citadel in North Leith was forti- 
fied in the time of OLIVER CROMWELLT ; 
but theſe works were demoliſhed at the 
reſtoration of CHARLES II. The ſea has, 
for theſe ſeveral years, been making 5 

pi 
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pid encroachments in the neighbourhood 
of this place, on the north fide of the 
river. 

A little to the ſouth-weſt of the Cita- 
del ſtands a ſmall fortification or Battery, 
as it is called, of nine guns, which, com- 
mands the entrance of the harbour. 

About a mile to the ſouth-eaſt of Leith 
is the lake called Lochend, and the vil- 
lage of Reſtalrig (pronounced Leſterrick). 
The village contains about four hun- 
dred inhabitants. In it are the remains 
of a collegiate church, founded by King 
James III. The cemetery around this 
church is much uſed as the burying- 
place of perſons of diſtinction. Over a 
ſort of vault or mauſoleum, is here ſeen a 
tumulus of carth, planted with yew trees. 
In this vault are buried many perſons of 
high rank. It belonged tirſt to the fami- 
ly of ResTALR1G, then to the Lords of 
BALMERINO, and is now the property of 
the Earl of Moxav. 

The communication between Leith and 
the City of Edinburgh, is by a great road 
of an caſy aſcent, extending about a mile 
and a half. It has a kind of terrace, for 
a foot-path, raiſed of dry gravel along its 
euſt 
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eaſt fide, called Leith-Walk. On the weſt 
lide of this road hes the Botanic Garden. 
The whole fields, on both ſides of the road, 
exhibit a continued tract of garden and 
nurſery grounds. 


EpingURGH, the capital of Scotland, 
may be ſaid to ſtand on three hills, run- 
ning nearly in a parallel direction from 
eaſt to weſt. The middle ridge, which is 
narrow, and ſteep on both fides, rifing 
gradually from the plain, tor more than a 
mile in length, to where it terminates 
abruptly at the Caſtle, is covered by the 
buildings of the Old Town. The North, 
or New Town occupies an elevated plain, 
trom which the ground deſcends on all 
lides with a gentle declivity. "The ſta- 
tion of the ſouth part of the City, is alſo 
on a riſing ground, from which the flope 
is nowhere very abrupt. 

The Old Town is remarkable for the pe- 
culiarity of its ſituation. From the Caſtle, 
which ſtands on the ſummit of the hill, at 
its weſtern extremity, a fine ſtreet, a mile 
long, and for moſt part ninety feet broad, 
deſcends nearly in a ſtraight line to the 
Palace of Holyroodhouſe, and occupies. al- 


moſt the whole flat part of the ridge. 
This 
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This is very properly ,termed the High 
Street. On each fide of this ſteep hill, 
the buildings are diſpoſed in rows, form- 
ing narrow lanes, here called Cloſes, de- 
ſcending, with ſome regularity, toward 
the north and fouth. Many of theſe 
ſtructures are of vaſt height, but ſo crowd- 
ed together, and, as it were, piled on each 
other, that, whatever grandeur they may 
poſſeſs, they are by no means remarkable 
for beauty. The form of the old City of 
Edinburgh has been compared, not unapt- 
ly, to that of a turtle; the Cattle being the 
head; the High Street, the ridge of the 
back ; the wynds, or narrow ſtreets, and 
the cloſes or lanes, the ſhelving ſides; and 
the Palace of Holyroodhouſe, the tail. The 
hill on which the Old Town 1s ſeated, 
had once a lake on each fide. The ſtreet 
called the Cowgate, occupics the bottom 
of the ſouthern valley, drained of its wa- 
ters. The northern one, which is the 
deepeſt, is now allo drained ; and the mo- 
raſs that remains, is ftill known by thc 
name of the North Loch. 

The Caſtle, being pitched on a vaſt rock, 
high, rugged, and precipitous, with a 
draw-bridge on the only acceſſible ſide, 
might 
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might well be conſidered, in ancient times, 
as almoſt impregnable ; and ſuch is its an- 
tiquity, that hiſtorians have been unable 
to trace its origin. At preſent, it is re- 
garded as a place of no conſiderable 
ſtrength. It is, however, a commodious 
ſtation for ſoldiers; and the works are 
kept in good repair. New barracks have 
lately been built on the weſt fide of the 
garriſon, on a very elegant and extenſive 
plan. The eaſtern battery is mounted 
with large guns, which are fired on re- 
joieing days. In the Caſtle, ftrangers are 
ſhewn the apartment in which the un- 
fortunate Queen of Scots, in 1566, brought 
forth King James VI. the Monarch who 
afterwards inherited the crowns of Eng- 
land and Scotland. 

The Church of St Giles is very ancient. 
In 1466, it was erected into a collegiate 
church by Jawes III. but it is ſaid to 
have been originally founded in 854. This 
fine Gothic ſtructure ſtands on the ſouth 
fide of the High Street, about a quarter 
of a mile below the Caſtle. Its elevated 
fituation gives it a majeſtic appearance. 
Under its roof there are four churches, all 
collegiate, two of which have lately been 


neatly fitted up in the modern taſte. Over 
this 
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this church there is a lofty ſquare tower. 
from which rite ſeveral {lender arches ot 
exquiſite maſon-work, terminating in a 
point, and ſupporting a handſome ſpire. 
The whole being adorned with ſmall tur- 
rets, exhibits the reſemblance of an im- 
perial crown, ſurrounded with its circlet. 
In this ſteeple there is a ſet of muſical 
bells. This noble edifice has lately been 
painted and repaired, fo as to be in ſome 
fort modernized ; but much of its origi- 
nal grandeur 1s eclipſed by the namerous 
ſhops that ſurround its walls. 

Near to this 1s the building where the 
Scottiſh Parliament uſually convened. It 
was founded in 1631. At prelent it is 
occupied by the Court of Seſſion, the Ba- 
rons of Exchequer, and a very valuable 
hbrary belonging to the Faculty of Advo- 
cates. The lofty roof of the great hall, 
lately repaired and embelliſhed, is a mag- 
nificent fight. 

In the ſquare, called the Parliament 
Cloſe, there is a fine equeſtrian ſtatne of 
CHaRLEs II. caſt in metal. 

The Royal Exchange, on the opp-1fite 
fide of the ſtreet, is an extenſive building. 
in form of a ſquare, with « court in tlic 
centre, It was founded in 1753. 


The 
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The Tron Church, founded in 1637, 
is an old building, now inſulated; moderni- 
zed, and rendered neat and commodious. 
It ſupports a ſquare ſteeple of no conſider- 
able height. 

A little below the Tron Church, ſtood 
the Netherbow Port, now totally re- 
moved *. Below this place, the High 
Street takes the name of Canongate, from 
its having been the reſidence of the ca- 
nonical clergy formerly belonging to the 
chapel of Holyroodhouſe. Two hand- 
tome ſtreets have been lately built, ad- 
joining to the Canongate : New Street, 
extending to the north, and St John's 
Street, to the ſouth. | 

The Gothic abbey adjoining to the pa- 
tace, was founded by Davio I. in 1128. 
At the reſtoration of CHARLES II. it wa: 
converted into a roval chapel, of which 
only the magnificent ruins now remain. 

The Palace itſelf is not of great an- 
tiquity. The north-weit towers were 
built for a royal reſidence, by James V. 
The remaining part of the building was 


erected during the reign of CuarLzs II. 
This 


For a minute account of tle ancient public 
buildings in the City, the reader may conſult AR- 
xo7's Hifory of Edinburgh, Bob. I! 
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This palace forms a grand ſquare, with 
a court in the centre, ſurrounded with 
PIAZzas. Over the weſt door, in the 
front of the palace, is a ſmall cupola, 
the roof of which exhibits an im- 
perial crown, in ſtone work. On the 
north, there is a ſpacious gallery, hung 
with the imaginary pictures of one hun- 
dred and eleven monarchs, from Fzrcus I. 
to James VI. Theſe paintings are, how- 
ever, in a very interior ſtyle. In this 
gallery the nobles meet for the election of 
the ſixteen Peers that repreſent them in 
Parliament. In the north-weſt tower, is 
ſhewn the chamber where Queen Mary 
tat at ſupper, when RIZzIO was dragged 
from her ſide, and murdered ; and the pri- 
vate ftair through which RurnvEx enter- 
ed, in complete armour, to head this 
bloody enterpriſe. 

At Pier's-bill, about a mile eaſt from 
Holyroodhoule, elegant barracks have 
been erected, for the accoramodation of 
the cavalry ftationed near the City. 

With regard to the buildings that have 
of late riſen in this City with ſuch incre- 
dible rapidity, we may venture to ſay, 
that, in regularity and magnificence, they 

arc 


2 
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are ſcarcely equalled, or at leaſt not excel. 
led, by any in Europe. 

The communication between the north 
and ſouth parts of the City, is facilitated 
by two noble bridges. The North Bridge, 
founded by Provoſt Daun Mond, in 1763, 
is a fine ſpecimen of modern architecture. 
The South Bridge, which is as elegant, 
though leſs ſtupendous, was begun by Pro- 
voſt Hux TER BLaik, in 1785. 

At the northern extremity of the two 
bridges, ſtands the Regiſter Office, a vaſt 
pile of modern architecture, poſſeſſing that 
character of grandeur and ſtability, that 
ſtrongly marks its fitneſs for the purpoſe 
to which it is applied. A marble ftatue 
of his preſent Majeſty ſtands under the ſu- 
perb dome in the centre of this building. 
From this place, Prince's Street ſtretches 
almoſt a mile to the weſt, in a ſtraight 
line. The houſes of this ſtreet face the 
Old City, and are regular and uniform 
through its whole extent. Were the de- 
formed marſh, and rugged declivity, which 
at preſent appear in front of this fine 
ſtreet, converted into a ſmooth meadow 
and ſloping bank, it would contribute not 
a little to the beauty of its ſituation. At 
the head of the North Loch (as this mo- 

raſs 
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Jn raſs is called) ſtands St Cuthbert's or the | a 
I Weſt Church, decorated with a handſome 


th ſpire. : | vi 
d ' We ought not to omit mentioning the | 
c, great earthen mound oppoſite to Hanover 
3. Street, compoſed of the earth from the 
e. foundations of the new buildings, and 
t, which now forms a broad and convenient 
o- paſſage between the Old and New City. 
The medium height of this mound is 
VO about eighty feet. 
iſt Near the centre of the eaſt end of the 
at New Town 1s St Andrew's Square, an 
at aſſemblage of uniform and elegant build- 
ſe ings. 
ue On the eaſt ſide of this ſquare is the 


u- Exciſe Office. This edifice is juſtly eſteem- 
g. ed a fine model of correct deſign and ex- 
es quiſite workmanſllip. 


ht From this ſquare, George's Street ex- 
he tends to the weſt. On the north ſide of 
m this ſtreet ſtands St Andrew's Church, 
le- adorned with a tall, and very handſome 
ch ſpire. Oppoſite to it is the Phyſicians 
ne Hall; and a little farther to the weſt, the 
JW New Aſſembly Rooms. 

ot Queen's Street preſents its front to the 
At north, and is conſequently expoſed to 
0- cold piercing winds in the winter ſeaſon. 


21s 7. This, 
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This inconvenience, however, is compen- 
ſated by the beauty of its proſpect, and 
the ſalubrity of the air. Though this be 
the moſt northerly, it is one of the nobleſt 
ſtreets of the City. 

When Charlotte Square, at the weſt 
end of George's Street, ſhall be comple- 
ted, this City will certainly ſurpaſs, in re- 
gularity and magnificence, every other in 
Great Britain. | 

The buildings on the South fide of the 
fown, though inferior to thoſe on the 
North, are very elegant and extenſive; par- 
ricularly thoſe of George's Square. At the 
touth-eaſt corner of this Square, in Buc- 
cleugh Place, there is a neat private Aſ- 
tembly Room, and at a little diſtance a Hall 
for the accommodation of the Royal Com- 
pany of Archers. But the moſt ſtriking 
object in the ſouth part of the City will 
toon be the New College and the buildings 
adjacent. 

The Univerſity of Edinburgh has long 
diffuſed knowledge and polite literature 
through a very extenſive circle ; and its 
fame has reached the moſt diſtant parts 
of the world. Here the arts and the 
ſciences flouriſh; above all, the me- 


dical ſchool riſes under the foftering 
hands 
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hands of men whoſe names will ever 
hold a high rank in the annals of litera- 
ture. The antiquated buildings allot- 
ted to the uſe of the Profeſſors and ſtu- 
dents in this illuſtrious ſeminary, had 
for many years been regarded as unwor- 
thy of ſo noble a purpoſe. A New Col- 
lege was therefore begun, on an elegant 
plan, defigned by that eminent architect 
the late Mr RoztxT Apams. The foun- 


dation ſtone was laid by Provoſt ELptx, 


in 1789; and people of all ranks cheer- 
fully and liberally contributed to the 


execution of this important work. We 


regret, that the preſent war has inter- 
rupted its progreſs, but hope, that with 
the reſtoration of peace, it will be re- 
ſumed, and in due time be completed, 
long to remain an objec of national orna- 
ment and utility. | 


The College library, and that very ex- 


tenſive and valuable one belonging to the 
Faculty of Advocates, are valuable and 
uſeful inſtitutions. 

The Grammar School, commonly call- 
ed the High School, as being of royal 
foundation, is alſo worthy of notice, not 
only for the neatneſs and convenience of 
the fabric, but for the ability and ſucceſs 

2 2 of 
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of the teachers. Of late years, the number 
of ſcholars has generally been upwards 
of four hundred. 

Of the public buildings in Edinburgh, 
we ſhall only enumerate a few, in addi- 
tion to thoſe already mentioned. The 
principal charitable inſtitutions are as 
follow: HerioT's Hoſpital, founded in 
1628, a beautiful Gothic pile. The funds 
of this charity are conſiderable, and the 
boys receive a good education. War- 
Son's Hoſpital, founded in 1738, is con- 
ducted on a more liberal plan. Its chief 
intention is to ſupport the ſons of decayed 
merchants. Beſides theſe, are a Trades 
Hoſpital and a Merchants Hoſpital, for 
girls: The firſt founded in 1704, the 
other in 1707. There are alſo three cha- 
rity work-houſes, an alms-houſe, called 
Trinity Hoſpital, and an hoſpital for 
Orphans. This laſt was founded by Mr 
ANDREW GARDNER, in 1734. It long re- 
mained an inconſiderable charity; but, 


chiefly by the unremitting exertions of 


its late Treaſurer *, it is now become one 
of the moſt elegant and extenſive chari- 


table eſtabliſhments in the City. The 
Royal 


* Mr Tromas Top. 
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Royal Infirmary, incorporated by charter 
in 1736, is a very beneficial inſtitu- 
tion. For this fine edifice, the public 1s 
indebted to the patriotic GxroRGe DRUM- 
wonD, Elq. This charity, under the di- 
rection of ſeveral able Phyſicians, not on- 
ly affords relicf to diſeaſed indigence, but 
opens a wide field of obſervation and 
practical knowledge to the medical ſtu- 
dent. The Public Diſpenſary, inftituted 
by Dr Duncan in 1776, alſo contributes 
to the ſame important purpoſes. Support- 
ed by medical gentlemen of diſtinguiſh- 
ed humanity, and literary abilities, it 1s 
an excellent ſupplement to the former 
inſtitution, by affording aſſiſtance to the 
poor, in ſuch caſes as require not the con- 
finement of the patient. Several benevo- 
lent and public ſpirited gentlemen have 
alſo promoted the cſtabliſhment of a Lu- 
natic Aſylum, where the unhappy ſuffer- 
ers have the advantage of medical aid. 
On a plan ſomewhat fimilar, are the Ly- 
ing-in Hoſpital, and an Aſylum for the In- 
digent Blind. 

It would greatly exceed our limits, to 
enumerate all the remarkable buildings, 


Preſbyterian and Epiſcopal churches, and 


L 3 places 
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places of worſhip for ſectaries of every 
denomination, in and about the City. 

The public places of amuſement are 
the Aſſembly Rooms ; the Concert Hall ; 
the Theatre Royal; and the Circus. None 
of theſe buildings poſſeſs mugh exterior 
beauty. 

The hotels and inns of Edinburgh al- 
ſo merit notic2. The elegant accommo- 
dation, and ready ſervice, we find in 
theſe, are ſcarcely excceded in the me- 
tropolis of Britain. 

The markets of Edinburgh are plenti- 
fully ſupplied with all the neceſfaries, and 
J a large ſhare of the luxuries of life. The 
conſumpt muſt, however, be to that of 
the London market in the proportion of 
the population of Edinburgh to that of 
the capital. In 1778, there were export- 
ed four thouſand eight hundred barrels 
of oyſters from the City's fiſhing grounds. 
Four hundred thouſand Engliſh pints of 
ſtrawberries are annually fold in Edin- 
burgh and its ſuburbs. 

The population of Edinburgh and its 
dependencies, is, perhaps, under-ratgd, 
when we ſtate it at eighty-five thouſand 
inhabitants, 


The 
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The water which ſupplies the City, 
is conveyed in caſt iron-pipes, from Comi- 
ſton, a place about four miles diſtant to the 
ſouth-weſt. The reſervoir on the Caſtle 
Hill contains three hundred tons of water ; 
that at HxRIOT's Work nearly the ſame 
quantity. The ſprings from which they 
are ſupplied yield three thouſand tons in 
twenty-four hours. 

Among other improvements, a canal 
has been projected, to open a commu- 
nication between Fdinburgh and Glaſ- 
gow. Surveys have been made in dif- 
ferent tracks, and various eſtimates of the 
expence exhibited; and there is every 
reaſon to hope, that this very beneficial 
plan will not long remain unexecuted. 

The trade of Edinburgh, though con- 
fiderable, is by no means the only ſouree 
of its importance. Beſides poſſeſſing a Uni- 
verſity, which attracts a number of ſtran- 
gers from every part of the world, it is 
the ſeat of the Supreme Courts, Civil and 
Criminal, of Scotland. The Senators of 
the College of Juſlice, and the Members 
of that Honourable Court, with their va- 


rious dependents, conſtitute the moſt opu- 


lent, and perhaps the moſt numerous claſs 
of the community in this place. The 
2 4 Banks 
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Banks of Edinburgh, too, are, as it were, 
the treaſury of Scotland ; and moſt of the 
private Banking Houſes have correſpon- 
dents in almoſt every great city of Eu- 
rope and America. 

Another circumſtance, which has con- 
tributed much to circulate money, and 
encourage trade in Edinburgh, within 
theſe thirty years, is the immenſe opera- 
tions of building, which have been car- 


ried on in that period. Not leſs than 


three millions Sterling have, within that 
time, been expended in building and 
improvements. Coaches and chaiſes have 
long been exported to Peterſhurgh, and 
the ſhores of the Baltic. In 1783, there 
was an order from Paris for one thouſand 
crane-necked carriages, to be executed in 
three years. Cait-iron is exported in 
great quantities. Button-manufactories 
have lately been eſtabliſhed. Shawls and 
Caſimires have been brought to great per- 
fection Starch has been of late manu- 
factured in great quantities. The diſtil- 
ling of ſpiritous liquors was lately a con- 
fiderable branch of manufacture, not only 
about Edinburgh, but over all Scotland; 
that trade has, however, now very much 

| declined, 
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declined. One of the moſt extenſive di- 
ſtilleries, is that erected near the villlage 
of Canon mill, about a mile north from 
Edinburgh. In the vicinity of Canon- 
mills, are ſeveral ſine villas, embelliſned 
with plantations and pleaſure- grounds. 

The Calton Hill riſes on the north-eaſt 
of the City. Around this hill, a path is 
cut, from which there is a very extenſive 
and beautiful proſpect. On the ſum- 
mit, an Obſervatory was begun ſeveral 
years ago, but ſtill remains unfiniſhed. 
A fignal-poſt has lately been erected here, 
for the purpoſe of giving intelligence of 
any enemy appearing in the Frith : And, 
lower down, a Br:idewell, or houſe of cor- 
rection, has been built on an improved 
plan, by which the keeper, unſeen, can, 
at one glance of his eye, obſerve how all 
the priſoners are employed, each in his 
ſolitary cell. There is alſo a chaplain 
appointed, who, at ſtated times, per- 
forms public worſhip, and gives ſpiritual 
inſtruction. 

Salifbury Craig, a hill on the ſouth fide 
of the City, is remarkable for a great pre- 
eipice of ſolid rock, about a mile in 
length, and in ſome parts a hundred feet 

high, 
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high, that paſſes pretty regularly along 
its brow. Beyond this is ſeen the point- 
ed top of Arthur's Seat, which riſes to the 
height of about eight hundred feet above 
the level of the ſea, and affords a moſt ex- 
tenſive and beautiful proſpect. The ba- 
faltic columns at its bottom claim the 
particular attention of the Naturaliſt. 
Here alſo the Botaniſt finds an ample har- 
veſt. More than four hundred ſpecies of 
plants, ſome of them curious and rare, 
have been obſerved on the mountain, and 
in the lake and fields in its vicinity. In 
theſe hills, many beautiful variegated 
ſtones of the jaſper kind are found, ſuſ- 
ceptible of a high poliſh, and much e- 
ſteemed by lapidaries. 

On the north-weſt fide of Arthur's 
Seat are the ruins of St Anthony's Cha- 
pol, with its adjacent hermitage. At 
the eaſt end of the ruin, there are ftill 
two niches to be ſeen, in one of which 
ſtood a ſcull and a book; in the other 
an hour-glaſs and a lamp, which, with a 
mat for a bed, made the general furniture 
of a hermitage. At the foot of the hill, 
is a pure ſpring, celebrated in the melan- 
choly ditty of © St Anton's Well.” 


On 
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On the eaſt of Arthur's Seat, are the 
lake and village of Dudding ſton, with the 
elegant ſeat and pleaſure-grounds belong- 
ing to the Marquis of ABERCORN. 

On the ſhore ſtands Porto-Bells, a riſing 
village, containing about three hundred 
inhabitants, employed in the manufacture 
of brick, tiles, brown pottery, and white 
ſtone-ware. 

About a mile to the ſouth-eaſt of Edin- 
burgh, is the ruinous caltle of Craigmil- 
lar, which the fair Queen of Scots made 
the place of her reſidence, after her re- 
turn from Paris, in 1561. Her French 
retinue were lodged in an adjacent vil- 
lage, thence called Little France. Here, 
too, that unfortunate Princeſs, repenting 
her raſh match with DARNLY, would of- 
ten retire from the public eye, and indulge 
her melancholy in private. 

In this neighboarhood, the two oldeſt 
families in Mid Lothian have their reſi- 
dence, the Waucuorts of Niddry-Mar- 


Hall, and Lord SoMERvILLE : the former 


have reſided here above four hundred 
years; the latter acquired, by marriage, 
in 1375, the eſtate of Drum, which the fa- 
mily ſtill poſſeſſes. 

? Moredun, 
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Moredun, and ſeveral other villas, em. 
beliſh this vicinity. 

The chapel or church of LZiberton was 
inſtituted previous to the uſurpation of 
MacBETH, which took place in 1040. 

The village of Gilmerton contains up- 
wards of feven hundred and fifty inhabi- 
rants, chiefly employed in furniſhing the 
City with coals, lime, and a fine ſpecies 
of yellow ſand. 

To the ſouth-weſt of Edinburgh is 
Blackford Hill, on the ſouth fide of which, 
tome cupreous earth, of a greeniſh colour, 
is obferved intermixed with the ſparry 
rocks, which ſeems to indicate a copper 
vein in the neighbourhood. In a wood- 
ed dell, at the foot of this hill, ſtands 
Braid Houfe, or Hermitage. 

Beyond Braid Hills ſtand Morton, and 
Mortonhall, and at no great diſtance the 
Pentland Hills, which extend in three 
ranges nearly parallel, about ten miles 
from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt. The high- 
eſt of theſe hills, though ſo conſpicuous 
on all fides, meaſures only ſeventeen hun- 
dred feet above the level of the ſea, 
little more than twice the height of Ar- 
thur's Seat. They afford excellent ſheep- 
walks. In a precipitous brow facing 
Edinburgh, 
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Edinbürgh, a ſpecies of ſtone ſaid to be 
exceedingly well adapted for making 
china-ware. In theſe mountains there 
are ſome traces of copper and lead ore; 
but no mine of thoſe metals has hitherto 
been profitable. 

From a wild waſte, ſouth of the Pentland 
Hills, deſcend thoſe ſmaller treams, whieh 
uniting form the river Eſk. Pennycuick 
Houſe, the feat of Sir GEORGE CLERK, a 
bandſome modern building, ſurrounded 
with romantic ſcenery, and containing 
valuable remains of antiquity, as well as 
many fine paintings, ſtands on the banks 
of this river. ALLAN Ramsayr the poet, 
who may be denominated the Scottiſh Ho- 
RACE, was a great favourite with the pro- 
prietor, and frequently viſited here. The 
ſcenes of the Comedy called the Gentle 
Shepherd were laid in this neighbourhood, 
at the foot of the Pentland Hills, along 
which there are ſeveral remains of ancient 
edifices and encampments. The village of 
Pennycuick has a great cotton- work, and 
two paper-mills, which give bread to many 
induſtrious people. About five hundred 
hands are employed in the cotton-work 
alone. In the village there may be about a 
thouſand inhabitants. In the neighbour- 

hood 
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hood there is a petrifying ſpring, and 
others that are chalybeate. 

In a receſs at the foot of the Pentland 
Hills, ſtands Woodbouſelee, the ſeat of the 
late Mr TyTLER, a man of diſtinguiſh- 
ed abilities: Here, a filver-fir, ſaid to 
be the oldeſt of its ſpecies in Mid Lo- 
thian, planted about the beginning of 
the century, in 1793, meaſured, four feet 
from the ground, eleven feet two inches 
in circumference. Some laburnums, plant- 
ed at the ſame time, in 1762 yielded planks 
from ten to fourteen inches in breadth. 
The red ſquirrel is become very common 
in the woods here. 

In the neighbourhood are ſeen the 
ruins of the former Woodhouſelce, a ſmall 
caſtellated manſion, on the ſummit of a 
factitious mount. 

On the banks of the Eik are to be ſeen 
many of thoſe favoured ſpots, which na- 
ture and art have combined to adorn to 
an uncommon degree. Its banks are re- 
markably bold, and finely wooded ; huge 
pieces of rock ſeen projecting, at pro- 
per intervals, from among the trees, along 
with the ſurrounding objects, form an al- 
ſemblage of the moſt romantic and pic- 
tureſque ſcenery. 


Here 
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Here ſtand Ro/fin Caſtle and Chapel. The 
chapel is one of the moſt beautiful ſpeci- 
mens of Gothic architecture in Scotland. 
It was built about the 1440. Its ſides are 
ſupported by buttreſſes, like King's Col- 
lege Chapel and Weſtminſter Abbey. 


The ruinous caſtle, once the ſeat of the 


family of SincLais, ſtands on a peninſu- 
lated rock. It is acceſſible by a bridge of 
conſiderable height, and overlooks a deep 
valley covered with wood. The rapid 
little river forcing its way through the 
rocky channel beneath, and the trees that 
overhang the ſurrounding bank, exhibit a 
view truly pictureſque. To a Scotſman, 
the romantic beauty of this place is not 


a little heightened by aſſociating with the 


ſcenery around him, the idea of former 
times, and the pleaſing and well known 
melody of which Roflin Caſtle is the ſub- 
ject. 

A little lower, on the oppoſite bank, 
ſtands the ſeat of the celebrated hiſtorian 
and poet Drummond of Hatborndean. 
The houſe and old caſtle ſtand on the 
brink of a vaſt precipice of free-ſtone ; 
the river flows at the bottom of a deep 
glen beneath. Here are alſo various ca- 

Vern, 
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verns, which have been cut with much 
labour out of the rock. The grand a. 
partment,' ſays Mr PENNANT, faces 
* the door, and is ninety feet long ; its 
* width, at the entrance, 1s twelve feet ; 
but it tapers inward. The height is 
* fix. In a receſs of the broader part, 
« there is a well ſome fathoms deep. A- 
* bove is cut a funnel, which pierces the 
roof, and admits the light.” From this 
apartment are paſſages to ſeveral galleries 
or rooms on both ſides. Some have ſup- 
poſed, that theſe caverns are the work of 
the Picts; but others are of opinion, that 
they are of later date, and have been de- 
ſigned as an aſylum, in troubleſome times, 
for ſome neighbouring inhabitants. Theſe 
caves are ſaid to have been, in 1341, the 
reſidence of the brave ALEXANDER RaM- 
SAY, Who, with a train of other youthfu! 
adventurers, uſed to make incurſions in- 
to the north of England. 

Dryden, Maviſbank, the village of Laſs- 
wade, and Melville Caſtle, ſtand on the 
tame fide of the river with Roſlin. It is 
ſuppoſed, from antiquities found there, 
that the Romans had a ſtation at Mavit- 
bank. Laſſwade is a thriving village, 

has 
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has a ſubſtantial bridge, and an elegant 
church lately built. 

Melville Caſtle, the feat of the Right 
Honourable Henry DUN DAs, one of his 
Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, is 
an elegant modern 'btulding. Another 
handſome bridge has lately been built a 
little below Melville Caſtle, on the great 
road from Edinburgh to Carliſle. Theſe, 
with ſeveral handſome villas and pa- 
per-mills, adorn this part of the North 
Eſk. | 


Having thus far traced the courſe of the 
North Eſk, we may now turn our view to 
the ſouth-eaſtern angle of this thire. The 
ſecond ftage from Edinburgh, on the road 
to Carlifle, brings us to Bankbouſe, on the 
nver Gala. This little ſtream, paſſing 
through a hilly country, enters Selkirk- 
ſhire a little below the ſmall village of 
Stow. | ; 

Returning over Heriot Muir, we fall in 
with Middleton Houſe, a handſome coun- 
try ſeat, ſurrounded by plantations, and 
having the village of Middleton belonging 
to ĩt. | 

A little farther north, we have on the 
right of the public road, the ruins of Borth 
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wick and Crichton Caſtles. Borthwick Caſtle, 
built in conſequence of a grant from the 
Crown, in 1430, is ſtill pretty entire, and 
is a majeſtic ruin, ſtanding in a very ro- 
mantic ſituat ion. The Earl of BornwEILII, 
before the battle of Carberry Hill, took 
refuge here with his fair conſort. 

Crichton Caſtle is alſo a very ancient and 
magnificent building. It was once the 
habitation of Chancellor CaIchrO, joint 
guardian with the Earl of CaLriznpar, 
of James II. During the life of Cricy- 
TON, it was levelled with the ground, by 
WILLIAM, Earl of DovcLas, but was 
afterwards rebuilt. Part of this new 
work is uncommonly elegant. In this vi- 
cinity there is abundance of lime and coal. 
The. villages of Crichton and Path-bead 
contain upwards of four hundred and fifty 
inhabitants. 

A little to the north, on oppoſite banks 
of the ſmall river Tyne, ſtand Oxenford 
Caſtie, the refidence of Baron DaLrymeLE, 
and Preſton Hall, the elegant ſeat of Co- 
lonel CALZZNDAR. In the neighbourhood 
are Cranſton and Couſland. 

At Upper Cranſton, works have been 
erected for extracting tar from pit - coal: 


Near 
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Near Couſland are a brick-work and a 
pottery. Couſland was burnt down by 8o- 
MERSET, When he invaded Scotland in 
the time of Queen Mary. Here are 
ſeen the ruins of ſome religious foun- 
dations, of which no records can be 
found. 

To the weſt of Borthwick Caſtle, amid 
numerous plantations of trees, on the 
banks of the South Eſk, ſtands the houſe 
of Arniſton, the elegant feat of the late 
Lord Preſident Dunpas, ſo eminently di- 
ftinguiſhed for his penetration, (kill and 
aſſiduity as a Judge. It is now in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of his ſon, the Lord Advocate for 
Scotland, who inherits his father's abili- 
ties, as well as his fortune. 

On the ſtream that deſcends paſt Borth- 
wick Caſtle, ſtands Harviefton ; and lower, 
on the oppoſite fide of the ſame ftream, a 
mill for manufacturing gun-powder, the 
firſt that has been erected in Scotland. 

The ancient caſtle and family- ſeat of 
the Earl of Dalhouſie, is now in ſome mea- 
ſure modernized. The deep chaſm on 
the ſouth-eaſt ſide of this caſtle, is cover- 
ed with a thicket of trees and ſhrubs, be- 
low which the South Eſk, a rapid ſtream, 
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(over which there is a ſtately bridge,) is 
heard ruſhing along its rocky bottom. 

Between the North and South Ek, 
cloſe by a great coal- work, ſtands the vil. 
lage of Cockpen. In this neighbourhood 
are the collieries of Arniſton, YVogrie and 
Stobhill, which furniſh coal to the whole 
country for above twenty miles to the 
ſouth. 

Newbottle Houſe, a fine ſeat of the Mar- 
quis of LoTHIan, is beautifully ſituated 
on a plain, nearly ſurrounded by the 
woody banks of the South Eſk. Around 
the houſe there are many very large trees, 
There was here an Abbey, founded by Da- 
VID, in 1140. The village of Newbottle 
ſeems to be falling faſt to decay, On the 
ſummit of a hill, at ſome diſtance from the 
village, may be traced very diſtinct veſti- 
ges of a Roman camp, in a place well 
choſen either for defence or obſervation, 
It riſes about ſix hundred and forty feet 
above the level of the ſea, and is now 
planted with trees. 

Dalkeith, though not a royal borough, 
is a conſiderable place. It ftands on an 
eminence, on each fide of which deſcends 
a ſmall river, the North and South Eſk, 


already mentioned, which unite their 
ſtreams 
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ſtreams a little below the town. It con- 
tains one very handſome ſtreet, beſide 
lanes, and has a great weekly market for 
corn and oat-meal, and an annual fair for 
horſes and black cattle. Its inhabitants 
may amount to about four thouſand. Its 
manufactures are, a tannery, a ſoap- work, 
a candle- work, and ſome tambouring. 

The Palace of Dalkeith is a magnifi- 
cent ſtructure, the ſeat of the family of 
BuccLEuGn. It ſtands on the verge of a 
fine lawn, overlooking the confluence of 
the north and ſouth branches of the Eſk. 
Over the former there has lately been 
built a beautiful bridge. The approach 
to the houſe and the banks of the river, 
are adorned with fine plantations. Many 
the trees are very ancient, and of un- 
common ſize. 

Near the mouth of the river Eſk, we 
find the village of Invereſk. In 1783, 
the ſubterraneous remains of a Roman 
hypocauſtum or hot-bath, were diſcovered 
at this place. The towns of Muſſelburgh 
and Fiſherrow are ſituated nearer the 
. fea-coaſt, and are, from various circum- 
ſtances, believed to have been a Roman 
ſtation. Inyereſk and Muſſelburgh are 
on the eaſt fide, Fiſherrow on the weſt 
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fide of the river. Theſe contain many 
handſome houſes, and feveral elegant vil. 
las are ſeen in the vicinity. The inhabi- 
rants amount to about four thouſand ; but 
have ſcarce any ſhare in manufactures. A 
flouriſhing grammar-ſchool, and ſome 
other boarding-ſchools, are worthy of no- 
tice. Salt and fiſh are ſent in conſider. 
able quantity to the Edinburgh mar- 
ket. 

At the eaſtern angle of the county, 
ſtands Pinkie Houſe, near which is Pin- 
kie Cleugh, remarkable for the victory 
there gained by the Engliſh in 1547. 
The Frith of Forth, when viewed from 
this place, has the appearance of a beau- 
tiful lake or inland fea, formed by the re- 
tiring coaſt of Fife on the one hand. and 
the rich ſhores of the Lothians on the 
other. Near its mouth, the Frith is only 
nine miles broad ; but here it expands to 
the width of eighteen, the diſtance be- 
tween Muſſelburgh and Largo Bay, on 
the coaſt of Fite. 


This county contains ſuch a diverſity of 
foil and circumſtances, and is ſo highly in- 
tereſting in numberleſs particulars, that it 


would require a volume to do it juſtice. 
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Its antiquities, hiſtory, trade, , agricul- 
ture and arts, merit particular attention. 
Its ſtores of free-ſtone, of lime-ſtone, 
and coal, ſeem inexhauſtible. The va- 
riety of ſurface, and the richneſs of its 
proſpects, cannot fail to intereſt every 
perſon of obſervation and taſte. The ra- 


, pid and wonderful improvements that 


have been made in the capital, and in 


its vicinity, fill the mind with aftoniſh- 


ment, and lead to inquire into the cauſes 
that have produced ſuch agreeable effects. 
As this may be reckoned, in ſome ſort, 
the centre of property in Scotland, it 
proves the proſperity of the nation, and 
the happineſs of individuals under the 
protect ion of our happy conſtitution. 

The inhabitants of the county of Edin- 
burgh amount to about one hundred and 
thirty thouſand. 
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HADDINGT ON. 


Tunis ſhire is ſometimes called Eaft Lo- 
thian. It is bounded on the north-weſt, 
by the Frith of Forth; on the eaſt, by 
the German Sea; on the ſouth-eaſt, by 
Berwickſhire; and on the weſt, by the 
county of Edinburgh. It extends about 
twenty-five miles from eaſt to weſt, and, 
where broadeſt, nearly fifteen from north 
to ſouth. The coaſt, advancing north- 
ward into the Frith, farms an irregular 
curve. | 

In our ſurvey of this county, it may be 
the moſt perſpicuous mode to proceed firſt 
along the coaſt, and next to deſcend along 
the river Tyne. 

At the north-weſt angle of the county, 
ſtands the town of Prejtonpans, noted for 
its ſalt- works. Though Preftonpans can- 
not boaſt much of the elegance or regulari- 
ty of its buildings, it may vie with ſeveral 
of the ſmall royal boroughs in the number 

and 
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and induſtry of its inhabitants, as well as 
in the value of its manufactures : The for 
mer amount to about fifteen hundred ; the 
latter conſiſt of a brick and tile work, ſe- 
veral ſalt-works, vitriol, manganeſe, and 
Glauber-ſalts manufactures, and two pot- 
teries. The fiſhing here is chiefly for 
oyſters, of which immenſe quantities were 
formerly caught and exported. The 
largeſt and belt are found near the town, 
as if at the very doors of the ſalt- pans, and 
hence are named Pandoor oyſters. There 
is here a ſmall, but ſafe, harbour for ſhips, 
and a cuſtom-houſe. 

The Houſe of Preſton is now fitted up, 
according to the bequeſt of the late pro- 
prietor, JAMES SCHAW, as a charitable 
foundation, for the education of boys 
whoſe parents are in poor circumſtances. 
Thoſe of the name of Schaw, Macneil, 
Cunningham, and Stewart, have a preter- 
able claim for admiſſion. 

The principal ſeats in the vicinity are, 
Preſton-Grange, Drummore, and North- 
field. Near this place the King's army, 
under Sir Jonx Cork, (whoſe name is the 
burden of a ſong) met with a repulſe by 
the Highlanders, in 1745. 
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A great tract of this county, extending 
to the ſouth and the eaſt, being for moſt 
part. champaign, is very fertile and beau. 
tiful. The ground is in many places 
doubly productive. Rich crops are raiſed 
on the ſurface, and immenſe quantities of 
coal are dug from the inexhauſtible mines 
below. 

The village of Tranent is pleaſantly ſi- 
tuated in a rich country, and contains a- 
bout fourteen hundred inhabitants, among 
whom are many induſtrious weavers and 
ſhoemakers. The church of Tranent is 
ſuppoſed to be a building of conſiderable 
antiquity, of not leſs than five or ſix hun- 
dred years ſtanding. 

Port- Seton, a village on the coaſt, has a 
confiderable trade in ſalt and coal. Its 
inhabitants, with thoſe of Cockenzie, may 
be about five hundred, moſtly colliers, 
ſalt- makers, and fiſhermen. Amid an- 
cienttrees, ſtood the ruinous palace of Se- 
ton, in which the celebrated Queen of 
Scots, at times, kept her court, after her 
return from France. It has lately been 
taken down, and a new houſe, in the caſ- 
tellated form, built in its ſtead. In the 
chapel of Seton, founded in 1493, and ſtill 

almoſt 
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almoſt entire, there are ſeveral curious 
marble monuments. 

St German's, in this vicinity, is alſo a 
place of conſiderable antiquity, being men- 
tioned in Racman's Roll, 1296. 
Further back from the coaſt, is the vil- 
lage and plantations of Gladſmuir. Here 
was born GzorRGct HERIOr, founder of the 
charitable eſtabliſhment at Edinburgh 
which bears his name. Here alſo Dr Ro- 
BERTSON, the hiſtorian, had his firſt {:ttle- 
ment as a clergyman, and laid the foun- 
dation of his future eminence. 

Along the ſhore we find the village of 
Long Niddry, and Gosford, the elegant and 
ſpacious villa of the Earl of Wemwrss, ſtill 
unfiniſhed. 

The village of Aberlady, containing a- 
bout four hundred inhabitants, is remark- 
able for its extenſive links or downs, a- 
bounding with rabbits. 

The royal borough of North Berwick, 
is an inconſiderable town. Its inhabitants 
amount only to about ſeven hundred. 
It contains the ruins of a monaſtery, and 
of a nunnery, both of great antiquity. 
Near it is Dirleton, the ſeat of the family 
of NisBEr. On the ſouth, towers the 
conic hill, called North Berwick Law, 
partly covered with trees, 


The 
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The ruinous caſtle of Tantallan, former. 
ly one of the ſtrong-holds of the Doucras 
family, and which was demoliſhed by the 
Covenanters in 1639, ſtands about two 
miles eaſt from the town of North Ber. 
wick, on a high rock, overlooking the ſea, 
which ſurrounds it on three fides; its 
ſhape being half an irregular hexagon. A 


mile from the ſhore, appears the Baſs, a 


great inſulated rock, on the ſouth fide al- 
molt conic ; on the other fide, overhang- 
ing the ſea in a moſt tremendous manner. 
Its ruinous caſtle, once the ſtate priſon 
of Scotland, ſtands at the edge of the pre- 
cipice, facing the little village of Caſtle- 
ton. This rock has long been celebrated 
for its gannets or ſolan geeſe. Dr Han- 
VEY gives the following account of this 
iſland : The Baſs iſle is not more than 
* a mile in circumference. The ſurface 
is almoſt wholly covered during the 
months of May and June with neſts, 
eggs, and young birds, ſo that it is ſcarce 
* poſſible to walk without treading on 
* them ; the flocks of birds, in flight, are 
* ſo prodigious, as to darken the air like 
clouds; and their noiſe is ſuch, that you 
cannot, without diſſficulty, hear a perſon 
* ſpeak cloſe to you.” 
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In 1694, the garriſon ſtationed here, at- 
ter a long reſiſtance, ſurrendered to King 
WILLIAM, and the fortifications were de- 
molithed. A cavern runs through thc 
rock, from north- weſt to ſouth-eaſt, quite 
dark in the centre, where, it is {aid, there 
is a deep pool of treſh water. 


We now return to the ſouth-weſt cor- 
ner of the county, to trace the banks of 
the river Tyne. 

Here, the veſtiges of a Roman encamp- 
ment, where a medal of IRA JAN, and 
ſome other antiquities were found, firſt 
occurs. Keith Houſe, toundcd in 1590, in 
form of a hollow ſquare, though now in 
ruins, is alſo an object worthy of notice. 

The village of Ormi/ton is pretty regular 
and neatly built, has an ancient market- 
croſs, and contains near fix hundred in- 
habitants. 

Ormiſton-Hall is an occaſional refidence 
of the Earl of Hor ETON. Here is ſeen a 
yew tree, which meaſures eleven feet in 
circumference, and twenty-five in height. 

Around Winton Huuje, a lpacious build- 
ing, erected in 1619, there are {everal un- 
commonly fine trees. This part of the 
country, indeed, abounds with wood : but 
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the ſquirrel has, of late, done much harm 
to the young trees, by peelling off the bark, 
In the villages of Winton, Pencaitland and 
Niſbet, there are upwards of five hundred 
_ inhabitants. 
ME is an ancient building, and 
was formerly a place of conſiderable 
ſtrength. Its library is, perhaps, the beſt 
private collection in Britain. In the gar. 
den there are many exotic plants : the 
cork tree“ has here, in a common ex- 
poſure, attained to a conſiderable fize, 
Hermiſlon, the property of Lord SixcLais, 
is aito an ancient fortified building. The 
villages of Lat and Weſt Salton contain 
upwards of four hundred inhabitants. Sal- 
ton, in 1465, gave birth to Dux BAR, a ce- 
lebrated poet in his time, a favourite at 
court, and long and juſtly admired, 
though now become in ſome degree an- 
tiquated. The celebra ed FLETCHER, 
and the late Lord Mirron were allo 
natives of this place. In 1711, Biſhop 


BuRNET, who was five years Rector here, 
bequeathed a munificent donation to the 
pariſh of Salton, for the clothing and edu- 
cation of thirty poor children, and furniſh- 
ing a library for the miniſter of the pa- 

riſh. 
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riſh. There are here a ſtarch-work, a 
per- mill, and a bleachſield. 

To the ſouth of Salton, are Newhall 
and Yeſter, both belonging to the family of 
TwEEDDALE, Here allo ſtands the vil- 
lage of Gifford, the birth-place of the fa- 
mous Reformer Joun Knox. The coun- 
try is adorned with wood ; and between 
this and Haddington, there are many 
fine country ſeats. 

Haddington, though a pretty populous 
town, and a royal borough, poſſeſſes no 
conſiderable trade. It has a good week- 
ly market for grain, and manufactures 
fome woollen cloth. Its inhabitants a- 
mount to about two thouſand fix hundred. 
Being ſituated on a plain, it has ſometimes 
been ſubjected to inundations of the river 
Tyne, already mentioned, which deſcends 
from the mountains on the ſouth. In 
1421, the waters of this river roſe to ſuch 
a height, that many of the houſes in the 
town were ſwept away ; and the people, 
on the feſtival of St NicanoLas, went to 
church in a boat. Within theſe thirty 
years alio, a remarkable inundation of the 
river occurred, which did much damage 
in the town, The Franciſcan Monaſtery 
here, has been a very handſome building. 

Part 
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Part of it is at preſent occupied as a pa- 
rich church. At a little diſtance, are the 
ruins of a Nunnery, founded in x176, by 
Aba, widow of Prince HENRT, ſon of 
Davip I. The late Dr WiTtatxseoon, 
and Dr N1sBET, who now preſides in an 
American college, were born in the vici- 
nity of Haddington. Here, too, the noble 
family of LAUDERD ALR firſt roſe to emi- 
nence and diſtinction. 

On the eaſt fide of Haddington, ſtands 
the elegant ſeat of the Earl of WEUurss, 
called Amigfield, containing ſome very va- 
luable paintings, and ſurrounded by thri- 
ving and extenſive plantations. | 

In the flat country hetween Hadding- 
ton and the ſhore, the ſoil produces rich 
crops of wheat and other grain. 

Atbelſtaneford contains already about 
four hundred inhabitants, and may proba- 
bly ſoon become a very populous village. 
Mr Hows, author of Douglas, a tragedy, 
and Mr BLAIR, who wrote the Grave, a 
poem, were both clergymen of this pa- 
riſn. 

Linton, on the left bank of the Tyne, is 
a thriving village. Above it ſtands a hill 
called Trapreim, or Dun- Pender Law, a- 
bout ſeven hundred feet high, and the 

ruins 
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ruins of Huilcs Caſile, once the reſulence 
of the Earl of Bory WELL. 

Several handiome country ſcats are teen 
in this tract. | 

At the mouth of the Tyne, ſtands 779 
ninghan, the brautilul feat of the Karl 
of HabI SON. In this neighbourhood, 
are ſeveral other ſcats of novlemen and 
gentlemen, with many thriving planta- 
tions. 

Dunbar is a royal borough, by charter 
from Davip II. It is a well buiit town, 
containing about three thoulind inhabi— 
tants, having a good harbour, and a con- 
fiderable ſhure of ſhipping. Une th 
trade is here carried on very exteniively ; 
and there is lometimes a good herring 
aſhery on the coaſt. Grain is allo a 
ſtaple commodity here. Upwards of ten 
thouſand quarters have been exported 
icom Dunbar in a year. Two rope-works 
employ a number of hands. A beginning 
has been given to the cotton manufacture. 
Soap and ſtarch are alio made here. The 
church was founded in 1392. The ruins 
of the caſtle, a place of great antiquity, 
and once an important fortreſs, are ſeated 
on a cliff above the ſea. Under the calle, 
there is a large cavern, ſaid to have been 

B b the 
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the pit or dungeon for confining priſon- 
ers, —and a dreadful one it muſt have 
been. This cattle was demoliſhed by the 
Regent Mukkay, and its artillery carried 
to Edinburgh. On one ſide of the rock, 
on which it ſtood, are two natural arches, 
through which the tide flows. Between 
the harbour and the caſtle, are ſtrata of 
columnar jaſper. "Theſe rocks are called 
the Iſle. 

This neighbourhood has been the ſcene 
of ſeveral memorable battles. Among 
theſe were the defeat of BaLtor's army, 
by that of Enwarnd I. of England, in 
1296 ; and the noted rout of the Cove- 
nanters, in 1650, by OLIVER CROMWELL. 
It was to the caſtle of Dunbar, alſo, that 
EpwaxrD II. fled, after his defeat at Ban- 
nockburn ; and here he was fo cloſely 
beſieged by the gallant DoucLas, that he 
was reduced to the neceſſity of making 
his eſcape to Berwick in an open boat. 

A little to the ſouth-eaſt of Dunbar, is 
the ancient caſtle of Broxmouth, belonging 
to the Duke of RoxByrGHn. 

At the ſouth-eaſt corner of the county, 
are the fine woods and family ſeat of 
Dunglaſs, the property of vir JaMEs 
HALL, Baronet. 

The 
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The ſouthern part of this county is 
very mountainous, comprehending the 
north fide of Lammermuir Hills, a long 
ridge of mountains which divide this 
county from Berwickthire. Theſe high 
grounds, however, feed many ſheep. This 
ſhire, where it admits of culture, is uni— 
verſally allowed to be one of the beſt cul- 
tivated counties in Scotland. 

The number of its inhabitants amounts 
to about twenty-nine thouſand. 
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Tux county of Berwick is ſometimes | 4 

called the Mers. It is confined on the | & 

north by the ridge of Lammermuir ; on [-- 

the eaſt by the German Ocean; on the * 

ſouth-eaſt by the Tweed, and part of 1 

Northumberland * ; on the ſouth by Rox- | £ 

burghſhire; and on the weſt, by the C 
ſouth-eaſt wing of Edinburghſhire. Its | 

greateſt extent from eaſt to weſt 1s about : 

thirty-two miles; from north to ſouth 2 

ſixteen. Its form is quadrangular; but | . 

all the four ſides are unequal. | — 

The northern part of this ſhire in— 

cludes a large proportion of the tract of He 

hills formerly mentioned, called Lam- * 

mermuir. Theſe mountains are, in ge- = 

neral, very bleak and barren, covered = 

with heath, and attording but ſcanty pa- | Bic 

ſture 
Co 
He 


Or rather a detached part of Durham, vx. 
the diſtrit of Berwick-: pon-T weed. 


. 
_— - . * * 


+ —_ 


— @ 


I A 


* " # Vas 


BERWICK. 389 


ſture for the ſheep that feed on them. 
Soutra Hill appears to be the higheſt ele- 
vation ot this mountainous ridge, which 
divides the county of Berwick from that 
of Haddington, for above twenty miles. 
This monntain was in former times a no- 
ted ſea-mark, and frequently mention- 
ed as ſuch in the laws of James II. In 
this dreary part of the country there is 
fcarce a tree or a buſh; and few houſes 
or villages worthy of mention. Great 
exertions have, however, been made, not 
without ſucceſs, to improve the ſouthern 
ſide of this mountain, near the village of 


Channelkirk. 


From Soutra Hill deſcends the ſmall 
river Leader, (perhaps a corruption of 
Lauder), which flowing toward the ſouth, 
gives the name of Lauderdale to the weſt- 
ern part of the county. 

The royal borough of Lauder has above 
a thouſand inhabitants. It has, of late, 
been much improved. This place was 
the ſcene of a noted act of juſtice, inſo- 
lently performed by the Scottiſh nobility, 
on the upſtart favourites of James III. 
Cocnkan, a maſon, created Earl of Mak, 
Hommir, a tailor, and two or three other 
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abject characters, directed the councils of 
this weak Monarch. At lus Majeſty's de- 
ſire, the nobility aflembled at Lauder, to 
contult on the means of repelling an in- 
vaſion. Before proceeding on the buſi- 
neſs, they took care to ſeize Cocuran 
and his affociates, who were hanged over 
a bridge, in fight of the King and the 
whole army. 

Near the town ſtands Lauder Caſtle, an 
ancient ſeat of the Earl of LAUDERDALxE, 
originally built by Epward Longſhanks. 
The front 1s adorned with great round 
towers, capped with flated cones. There 
are ſome plantations and old trees around 
the houſe. 

The Leader flows along the eaſt fide of 
the town; then paſles the Blainſlies, no- 


ted for excellent oats; next the houſe of 


Chapel, and that of Carolſide; afterwards 
the town of Eariſton, or Erfilton, the birth 
place of the celebrated Thomas the 
Rhymer *. A little below Earlſton, on a 
bank overlooking the Leader, at the bot- 
tom of a high conic hill, ſtands the houſe 
of Cowdenknows, an old building, now in 

ſome 


+ His real name was Sir Thomas Lermen:. The 
ruins of the little tower he poſſeſſed ſtill remain at the 
welt end of the village, 


— LED —— RIFLE 2 


— 24 


5-4 4c. we „% —%rt7ꝓ 4 a 4 


= . aol ws wee... 


„ 


BERWICK. 391 


ſome ſort modernized. On the adjacent 
knolls may be ſeen the remains of its ce- 
lebrated broom, which has ſo long reſound- 
ed in Scottiſh ditty. Drygrange and Kirk- 
land, two handſome modern ſeats, are fi- 
tuated near the confluence of the Leader 
with the Tweed. The exemplary im- 
provements made by ſome gentlemen who 
have lately reſided here, afford a ſtriking 
inſtance of the happy change that may be 
effected in a barren country, by cultiva- 
tion, liberality and good taſte. At this 
place, an elegant bridge is built over the 
Tweed, and another over the Leader. 

At the ſouth-weſtern angle of the ſhire, 
on the banks of the Tweed, ſtand the vil- 
lage and family ſeat of Bemireſide. Far- 
ther down the river 1s the village of Dry- 
burgh, where are ſeen, amid a deep gloom 
of wood, the venerable remains of Dry- 
burgh Abbey, founded by Davin I. Its 
fine ruins are the property of the Earl of 
Bochax, who has a villa in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Along the ſouthern boundary of the 
county are ſeveral gentlemens feats. A- 
mong theſe is the magnificent houſe of 
Meller/tane, adorned with plantations and 
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verdant parks, which form a ſtriking con- 
traſt with the black heath that ſurrounds 
them. Along the ſouthern boundary of 
the county, we meet with the ſeats of 
Nenthorn, Home Caſtle, and Eccles. 

| Near the village of Eccles there is a 
large ſquare ſtone, nine feet high, known 
by the ſculpture upon it to be a monument 
of one of the Ptrcits, who fell there. 

The village of Swinton contains about 
four hundred inhabitants. Twenty-two 
proprietors of the SwinToN family have 
poliefſel the eſtate upwards of ſeven hun- 
dred and thirty years. 

Proceeding down the Tweed, we find 
the town of Coldſtream, in Scotland, ſepa- 
rated from Cornhill, in England, only by 
the breadth of the river. This town, 
though tavourably ſituated for manufac- 
tures, can ſcarce be ſaid to have any. Its 
inhabitants, which amount to about eleven 
hundred, depend on agriculture, and ſuch 
mechanical employments as the vicinity 
requires. There is here a handſome 
bridge over the Tweed. Oppoſite to Nor- 
ham is Holiywell haugh, a green plain, 
remarkable for being the place where 
BaL1oL and Brvce, with the Scottiſh no- 
bility, 
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bility, ſubmitted to the deciſion of Ep- 
WARD I. in 1291. 

In this neighbourhood is the houſe and 
village of Ladykirk, with an ancient 
church, founded by JAMES IV. in 1520. 
The country is here remarkably rich and 
well cultivated. 

Returning toward the middle of the 
county, we fiad the town of Greenlaw, 
where the courts of juſtice arc held. A 
little to the ſouth-eait of this ſmall town, 
which contains only about tix hundred 
inhabitants, ſtands Marchmon: Houſe, an 
elegant ſtructure. In this neighbourhood 
ſtands the village of Polwarth, trom which 
the ſong of Polwarth on the Green derives 
its name. Among the numerous ſeats that 
embelliſh this pleaſant tract, we mect with 
the houſe of Kames, the late proprictor of 
which was equally diſtinguiſhed for a 
ſteady application to, the laborious duties 


of a Judge, and an unremitting ardour in 


the purluits of literature; and allo the 
family ſeat of Nizeweils, where were ſpent 
the youthful days of Hume, our celebra- 
ted Philoſopher and Hiſtorian, whoſe 
works will long remain an honour to his 
country. 
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The river Blackadder has its ſource 
near the town of Greenlaw. Another 
ſtream, called Whiteadder, deſcends from 
the north-eaſtern part of the county. 
Theſe waters unite near the family ſeat 
of Allanbank ; and their conjoined ſtreams, 
here called the Adder, flow into the 
Tweed near Berwick. 

A few miles weſt from Allanbank is 
the town of Dunſe, ſituated upon the de- 
clivity of Dunſe Law, between the forks 
of the river Adder, amid a rich and fer- 
tile country. This town, though not a 
royal borough, 1s pretty populous, con- 
taining about two thouſand three hun- 
dred inhabitants. It has a good market, 
a bleachfield, and a ſmall tan-work. The 
famous Duns Scorus was born here in 
1274. Dunſe has alſo a mineral ſpring, 
about a mile diſtant from the town, ſaid 
to be ſimilar to that at Tunbridge, in 
England. 

There is alſo a paper-mill in its neigh- 
bourhovd. | 

A little above the town ſtands Dunſe 
Caſtle, the ſeat of Hay of Drummelzier, 
a ſtately venerable building, having a 
fine fiſh-pond, above a mile in circum- 

| terence. 
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ference. Cockburn Law and Edwin's Hall, 
in this neighbourhood, are both worthy of 
notice, as fortreſſes of great antiquity. 

Upon the Whiteadder ſtands the Re- 
treat, a ſequeſtered and romantic ſummer 
reſidence of the Earl of Wemrss; and 
about a mile farther up, the Nunnery, or 
Abbey of St Ba THA xs, founded by a Coun- 
teſs of March, in the reign of WILLIAM 
the Lion. About the fame diftance a- 
bove it, the remains of a chapel and bu- 
rying-ground, are {lull to be ſeen, diſtin— 
guiſhed by the French name of Trois F'on- 
taines: The tower of Cranſhaws, the 
cairns of TWwinlaw and Byrecleugh, with 
ruinous towers, and veſtiges of encamp- 
ments, are the only articles worthy of 
note, in this wild and mountainous re- 
gion. 

Paſſing to the mountains at the north- 
eaſt angle of the ſhire, we find the Peaths, 
or Peeſe, as it 1s commonly pronounced, a 
vaſt chaſm, more than a hundred and #x- 
ty teet deep. Its banks cam only be de- 
{cended in an oblique direction, by tracks 
or paths, from which circumſtance it de- 
rives its name. Over this fteep pals, a 
magnificent bridge of tour arches is built, 
adorned with caſt-iron rails. From 1ts 

ſtupendous 
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ſtupendous height, this bridge has muck 
the appearance of a Roman aqueduct. On 
the weſtern declivity of the hill, there is 

a conſiderable wood of oak trees. 
Proceeding along the coaſt, we meet 
with the high promontory St Abb"s bead. 
Near this place are the remains of a Ro- 
man ſtation. To the ſouth is the heathy 
tract called Coldingham Moor. The town 
of Coldingham contains upwards of ſe- 
ven hundred inhabitants, and is noted for 
the remains of a Nunnery, thought to be 
the oldeſt on the eaſt coaſt of Scotland. 
In 685, it was a far famed and ſtately edi- 
fice. It was deſtroyed by the Danes in 
867, and rebuilt by King Epcak in 1098. 
The little river Eye, which deſcends 
from the north-weſt, after paſſing the vil- 
lage of Ayton, which contains above five 
hundred inhabitants, falls into the fea at 
Eyemouth, a ſmall port, where there is a 
tolerable harbour, and ſometimes a good 
herring fiſhery. 'The town of Eyemouth 
contains about a thouſand inhabitants, and 
carries on 2 conſiderable trade for its ſize. 
At Ayton there is a bleachfield and a pa- 
per-mill. The country, on this coaſt, is 
well cultivated; and the effects of that 
Jaudable ſpirit of improvement, which at 
preſent 
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preſent ſo happily prevails in Scotland, are 
here very evident. 

The touthern part of the ſhire, is a fer- 
tile and plcalant tract; and being rather 
a low and flat country, it is fometimes 
called the How (or hollow) of the Mers. 

The village of Chirnſide contains about 
ſix hundred inhabitants. Near eit, at Chet- 
ter knolls, ſome antiquities, ſuppoſed to 
be Roman, have been found. 

At Foulden are the ruins of an old for- 
trels. Two fairs are annually held here. 
James IV. was married, in 1503, to Mak- 
GARET, daughter of Hexry VII. in the 
chapel of Lammerton. Hebeheſler and 
Edington Caſtle, are alſo worthy cf notice, 
as remains of antiquity. 

The villages of Paxten and Hutton, 
though pleaſantly ſituated, are by no 
means large or populous. 

The number of inhabitants in this 
county may amount to about thirty thou- 


ſand. 


At the ſouth-eaſt angle of the county 
is the diſtrict called Perwick Bounds. 
Its circuit is only ſeven or eight miles, 
and it 1s accounted part of an Engliſh 
county. 


Berwick- 
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Bereit. upon-Tꝛvecd forms. by itfelt, 
an independent or ſeparute community, 
governed by Engliſh laws. It fends two 
Members to Parliament. When England 
and Scotland were hoſtile nations, Ber- 
wick was a place of conſiderable ftrength, 
and of great political importance. Its 
caſtle, which, in thoſe unhappy times, was 
the ſcene of many a bloody fray, is now 
completely in ruins. The town, however, 
is ſtill fortified, and the barracks afford 
good accommodation for ſoldiers. Over 
the Tweed there is a noble bridge of 
fifteen arches. This town has a weekly 
market on Saturdays, and a yearly fair for 
black cattle and horſes, The ſalmon 
fiſhing at the mouth of the river, is a 
great ſource of commerce. Vaſt quanti- 
ties of eggs, alſo, are exported. The trade 
is with the port of London. Berwick 
Smacks have long been noted for the punc- 
tuality and expedition with which they 
perform their voyages. They now pro- 
ceed to Leith, and carry on almoſt the 
whole naval intercourſe between that port 
and London. 
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